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Preamble. 


ANNO     NONO 
VICTORIA     REGINiE. 

CAP.  XXVII. 

An  Act  to  repeal  certain  Enactments  therein  mentioned,  and 
to  make  better  provision  for  Elementary  Instruction  in 
Lower-Canada. 

[9th  June,  1846.] 

WHEREAS  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools  for 
the  instruction  of  youth  is  of  paramount  importance, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  ensure  more  ample   and  less  precarious 
funds,  and  to  make  better  Legislative  provision,  anil  to  adopt 
more  effective  measures  than   have  been  heretofore  made  or 
adopted  for  this  purpose  in   Lower-Canada,  substituting  such 
measures  for  those  heretofore  in  force  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  constituted  and 
assembled  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  passed 
in  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  intituled,  An  Act  to  re-unite  the  Provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower- Canada,  and  for  the  Government  of 
Canada,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  there  shall  be  in  Common 
each    of  the   Cities  of  Quebec  and   Montreal,  and    in  each  Sch??sht^l!e 
Municipality,  Town  or  Village  in  Lower-Canada,  one  or  more  th^iocaidivS 
Common  Schools  for  the  Elementary  Instruction  of  youth,  to  sions  of  Lower 
be  managed  by  School  Commissioners  in  the  manner  herein-  Canada- 
after  provided. 

II.  And  be  ii  enacted,  That  each  Municipality  existing   at  what  shall  be 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  or  which  may  be  legally  a  Municipality 
established  hereafter,  shall  be  a  Municipality  for  the  purposes  fortheP«r: 
of  this  Act :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  5^ct6S  ° 
Town  or  Village  Municipality,  other    than  the    Municipality  pr0visoasto 
of  the  Town  of  Three-Rivers,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Villages. 
Act,  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  School  Commissioners 
elected  for  the  Municipality  of  which  the  Town   or  Village 
makes  or  did  formerly  make  part,  and  shall  have  the  right  of 
voting  at  the  election  of  such  School  Commissioners. 
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III.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  failure  tu  elect  any  officer, 
or  to  assess  or  levy  any  rate,  shall  he  construed  to  prevent  the 
cllec  t  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  which  shall  he  car- 
ried into  effect  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  by  the  means  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  of 
School  Commissioners,  Assessors,  Collectors,  Teachers  and 
other  Functionaries,  who  may  be  requisite  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Act,  which  Commissioners 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  shall  have  the  right  of 
naming  the  Assessors,  Collectors,  Directors  and  other  Func- 
tionaries, all  of  whom,  in  their  several  capacities,  shall  each 
have  all  the  rights,  powers  and  authority,  which,  under  this 
Act,  would  have  been  possessed  by  the  persons  who  ought  to 
have  been  elected  or  to  act,  under  the  like  names  of  office  or 
with  similar  functions,  and  shall  have  the  same  duties  and  be 
liable  to  the  same  penalties. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  there  shall  be  held  each  year,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
July,  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  landholders  and  householders 
of  each  Municipality,  which  meeting,  if  it  be  the  first  which 
is  to  be  held  in  the  Municipality  for  the  election  of  a  body  of 
School  Commissioners,  shall  be  called  by  the  Senior  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  or,  in  his  default,  by  any  other  Resident  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  or,  in  their  default,  by  any  three  landholders,  by 
giving  eight  days  previous  public  notice  at  the  door  of  the 
Churches  or  places  of  Public  Worship,  or  if  there  be  no 
Church  or  place  of  Public  Worship,  then  by  a  notice  posted  at 
two  of  the  most  public  places  in  such  Municipality  ;  and  at  such 
meeting  the  Senior  Justice  present,  or  in  his  default  such  other 
person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  meeting  shall  preside,  and 
that  thereafter,  at  the  general  annual  meeting  for  the  election 
of  School  Commissioners,  one  of  the  Senior  acting  School 
Commissioners  shall  preside,  provided  that  he  be  not  a  Minister 
of  the  Gospel,  and  if  two  Commissioners  then  present  are  of 
the  same  date  in  oilice,  then  the  oldest  by  age  shall  preside  ; 
if,  nevertheless,  from  some  cause  or  causes,  such  general  meet- 
ing shall  have  been  prevented  from  taking  place  on  the  first 
Monday  in  July,  and  the  election  in  consequence  could  not  be 
proceeded  with,  such  meeting  may  be  held  and  the  election 
may  take  place  on  any  of  the  ensuing  Mondays  in  the  same 
month:  Provided,  that  if  any  such  election  shall  have  been 
commenced  on  the  first  or  any  subsequent  Monday   in   July, 


and  shall  not  have  been  closed  on  that  same  day,  it  may  be  be  continued 
continued  on  the  morrow,  and  the  day  after  the  morrow,  if  two  days, 
necessary,  but  not  longer  :  Provided,  that  for  the  present  year, 
the  elections  to  take  place,  in  accordance  with  this  Act,  may 
be  made  at  any  time  before  the  first  of  October  next :  And 
provided  also,  that  the  time  of  holding  these  meetings  shall  be 
from  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  until  five  in  the  afternoon. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  at  such  meeting  the   persons  Election  of 
qualified  to  vote  thereat  shall  elect  five  School  Commissioners,  School  Com- 
or  shall  elect  the  number  of  Commissioners  required  to  fill  the  migsloners- 
vacancies  caused  by  the  retiring  of  such  of  the  present   Com- 
missioners who  may  go  out  of  office,  as  herein  provided  for. 

VI.  And  be  it    enacted,    That  if  the    choice   of  the  said  p0n  may  \^ 
School    Commissioners  shall  be   contested,    any   three  of  the  demanded, 
electors  present  may  demand  a   poll,  which  shall  be   held  in 
conformity  to  the  regulations  established  in   the    Act  then  in 

force  with  regard   to  the   election  of  Municipal   Councillors  ; 
and  all  contestations  with  regard  to  such  elections   and   to  the  How  contesta- 
functions  and  powers  assumed  by   the  School   Commissioners,  (ions  shall  be 
or  any  of  them,  or  their  officers,  or  by  any   persons   claiming  (}eci(led- 
to  be  such  Commissioners  or  Officers,  may,  by  any  person  hav- 
ing authority  as  Visitor  or  otherwise  over  the   School   in  the 
local  it  v,  or  by  any  person  assessed  for  their  support,  be  brought 
by   a   petition    (requSte  Hbellee)    setting  forth  the  case,    of 
which  a  copy  shall  have  been  served  on  the  parties  concerned, 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  the  District,  sitting  in 
Superior  or  Inferior  Term,  or  before  the  nearest  Circuit  Court, 
and  shall  there  be  determined  in  a  summary   manner  on  the 
evidence  which  shall  be  adduced. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners  Period  during 
elected  in  the  general  meeting,  or  appointed  by  the  Governor  which  School 
or  Superintendent  of  Schools,  as  above  mentioned,  shall  re-  ^g^n8101^ 
main  in  office  for  three  years,  except  that  after  the  first  elec- 
tion or  nomination  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  two  of  them 

(to  be  determined  by  lot)  shall  go  out  of  office  at  the  end  of 
one  year,  and  two  more  (to  be  determined  in  like  manner) 
shall  go  out  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  the  remaining  one 
at  the  end  of  three  years  ;  the  Chairman  shall  be  liable,  in 
common  with  the  other  School  Commissioners,  to  go  out  of 
office  if  it  be  thus  determined  by  lot,  and  such  Commissioners 
going  out  of  office  shall  be  replaced  by  election  in  the  general 
meeting,  or  else  appointed  by  the  Governor, 


Not  to  be 
Teacheifi 


VIII 

shall  be  a 


And  l>c   it  enacted,  That  no  School  Commissioner 


iacher  of  any  School  in  his  Municipality. 


Present  Com- 
missioners con- 
tinued for  a 
certain  time. 

Proviso : 
Where  there 
are  now  more 
than  six. 


IX.  And  bo  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners  in 
ofiice  at  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  continue  to  act  as  such 
until  they  shall  be  replaced  by  others  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  but  may,  with  their  own  consent,  be  re-elected 
under  it:  Provided  nevertheless,  that  in  those  Municipalities 
in  which  there  are  at  present  more  than  five  Commissioners 
elected,  the  said  Commissioners,  being  assembled  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  course  of  July  next,  shall  decide  by  lot  the  Com- 
missioners who  are  to  resign  office,  besides  those  designated 
under  a  preceding  section  of  this  Act,  so  that  the  number  of 
the  former  Commissioners,  elected  or  appointed  as  above 
stated,   may  be  then  reduced  to  three. 

X.  And  inasmuch  as  since  the  passing  of  the  late  Act  for 
providing  more  effectively  for  Elementary  Instruction,  several 
elections  of  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  have  been 
made  without  the  observance  of  all  the  formalities  required  by 
the  said  Act,  or  not  within  the  time  prescribed  :  Be  it  enacted, 
That  all  proceedings  of  any  such  School  Commissioners  or 
Trustees  anterior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be  consi- 
dered as  if  the  said  School  Commissioners  or  Trustees 
had  been  legally  elected,  and  that  they  shall  be  entitled 
to  act  as  such  respectively  until  they  are  replaced  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  Act ;  provided  that  the  School  Com- 
missioners or  Trustees  thus  elected  have  not  been  replaced  by 
others  appointed  by  the  Governor  or  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  :  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  any  School  Commissioners  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  may  be  in  litigation. 

Report  of  pro-  XL  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Chairman  of  any  general 
ceedings  at  meeting  shall,  within  eight  days  thereafter,  report  the  proceed- 
any  mee    g.     .^s  t|]crcal  to  t|ic   Superintendent  of    Schools,  and  tansmit 

to  him  a  list  of  the  persons  elected  thereat  as  Commissioners, 

under  a  penalty  of  twenty-five  shillings. 

Indrfaultof         XII.  And  be   it  enacted,  That  for  the  Municipalities   in 

election.  which  no  eduction  of  School  Commissioners  shall  have   been 

had  within  the  time  hereby   prescribed,   the  Superintendent  of 

Schools  shall,   ex-o[)icio,  upon  an  order  from  the  Governor  in 

Council,  appoint  then),  and  also  a  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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XIII.  Provided  always,   and  bo  it  enacted,  That  within  Proviso: 
fifteen   days  after  the  time  when  the  said  election  ought  to  ^^"g^1^ 
have   been  had,  the  School  Commissioners  for  the   then    last  ^commend7 
year,  three  of  the  School  Visitors,  the   Acting  Church-War-  persons  as 
dens,  Elder,  Class-Leader  or  Trustees  of  the  several  religious  ^mission- 
denominations,  and   the  Clergyman  or  Minister  of  the  most 
numerous  congregation,  may  meet  and  submit  tb  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  the   names  of  so  many  persons  as  School 
Commissioners  as  are  provided  by  this  Act ;  and  on  the  appro-  To  be  approved 
val  of  the  Superintendent,  signified  to  the  Chairman  of  such  Pendent .^ 
meeting,  such   persons  shall  become   School   Commissioners 

for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

XIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  one  or  more  vacancies  Vacancies 
shall  happen  among  the  School  Commissioners,  by  reason  of  how  filled. 
the  permanent  absence  from  the  parish,  death  or  incapacity 

from  sickness  of  any  Commissioner,  he  shall  be  replaced  by 
the  electors  for  the  locality,  called  together  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Chairman  or  Temporary  Chairman  of  the  School  Com- 
missioners, and  at  which  he  himself,  or  in  his  absence  one 
of  the  School  Commissioners,  by  him  named,  shall  preside. 

XV.  And  be    it  enacted,  That  no   School  Commissioner  Re.eiection. 
shall  be  re-elected,  except  by  his  own  consent,  during  the 

four  years  next  after  his  going  out  of  office. 

XVI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners  chairmain and 
shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  after  their  appointment  or  Secretary- 
after  notice  of  their  election,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a 
Chairman  and  a  Secretary-Treasurer,  which  latter  shall  give 
sufficient  security  to  the  Commissioners,  himself  for   one  half 

and  two  sureties,  each  for  one  quarter  of  the  sum  arising  from 

the  local  and  general  School  fund,  and  placed  at  their  disposal 

for  the  support  of  the  Schools  of  their  locality  ;  and  in  case  of  cSrmT* 

the  absence,  whether  permanent  or   temporary,    of  the  said 

Chairman,  the   assembled  School  Commissioners  shall  name 

one  of  themselves  as  Chairman  for  the  time  being,  who  shall 

then   be  vested    with  the  same  powers   and  privileges  as  the 

ordinary  Chairman. 

XVII.  And    be    it   enacted,  That  at  the  meetings  of  the  Decisions. 
School  Commissioners  all  questions  shall  be  decided  by  the 
majority  of  votes ;  and  that  when  the  votes  upon  any  question 
proposed  are  found   to  be  equal   on  both   sides,  without  the 

vote  of  the  Chairman,  then  and  in  such  case  only  the  Chair-  Chairman. 
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man  shall  be  entitled    to  give  his  vote,  as  a  casting  vote,  but 
in  no  other  case  shall  the  Chairman  be  entitled  lo  vote. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Commissioners  shall 
difide  the  Municipality  into  School  Districts  in  all  places 
where  this  shall  not  have  been  alreadv  done,  and  shall 
designate  them  by  the  numbers  one,  two,  '&c,  and  the  limits 
assigned  by  them  to  each  District  shall  be  entered  in  the  Re- 
gisters of  their  proceedings;  they  may  also  at  their  discretion 
alter  the  limits  of  Districts  already  existing,  and  erect  new 
ones  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  suit  the  wants  of  the  popula- 
tion and  local  circumstances. 

XIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  School  District  shall 
contain  less  than  twenty  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
sixteen  years;  except  that  the  Commissioners  may  allow  one 
School  District  in  each  Municipality  to  contain  less  than  the 
aforesaid  number  of  children. 

XX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners 
shall  take  care  that  there  be  a  School  in  each  School  District, 
and  may,  when  they  shall  deem  it  expedient,  unite  two  or 
more  Districts,  and  again  separate  them,  and  shall  give 
notice  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  their  having  done  so. 

XXI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
School  Commissioners  in  each  Municipalitv — 

Firstly.  To  take  possession  of  lands  and  School  Houses 
which  may  have  been  acquired,  given  to,  or  erected  bv  the 
School  Trustees  or  Commissioners,  and  to  which  the  Province 
may  have  contributed  in  virtue  of  any  former  Act,  or  by  the 
Royal  Institution  (which  Institution  is  hereby  authorized  to 
surrender  the  same),  under  any  Act  for  the  encouragement 
or  promotion  of  Education,  and  in  case  of  opposition,  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  who  sTiall 
advise  them  as  to  the  means  ot  removing  or  overcoming  such 
opposition. 

Secondly.  To  acquire  a'nd  hold  for  the  Corporation,  by  any 
title  whatsoever,  all  real  or  personal  propertv,  monies  or 
income  for  the  purposes  of  Education,  until  the" power  hereby 
given  shall  be  taken  away  or  modified  by  Law,  and  to  apply 
the  same  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  donors. 

Thirdly.  To  do  whatever  it  may  he  expedient  to  do  with 
regard    to   building,  repairing,  keeping  in  order  or  renewing 


all  School  Houses,  lands,  fences  and  moveable  property  which 
shall  be  held  by  them,  or  to  hire  temporarily  or  accept  the 
gratuitous  use  of  Houses  and  other  buildings  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  Schools  therein  :  Provided  that  no  rate  shall  be  Proviso, 
levied  for  the  building  of  a  Superior  or  Model  School  to  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  nor  for  a  Com- 
mon School  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy-five  pounds  ;  and  all  Accounts 
accounts  relative  to  the  objects  aforesaid  shall  be  transmitted 
annually  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Fourthly.  To  appoint  and  engage  from  time  to   time  School  £ngnging 
Masters  and  School  Mistresses  duly  qualified  to  teach  in  the  Teachers. 
Schools   under  their  control,  and  to  remove  them  on  account 
of  incapacity,  neglecting  faithfully  to   perform   their   duties, 
insubordination,  misconduct  or   immorality,  after   mature  de-  . 
liberation   at  a    meeting  of   Commissioners    called   for    this 
purpose. 

Fifthly.  To  regulate   the  course  of  study  to  be  followed  in  Reflating  the 
each  School, — to  provide  that  no  other  books  be  used  in  the  courses  of  in- 
Schools  under  their  jurisdiction  but  those  approved  and  recorn-  8truct10"- 
mended  by  the  Board  of  Examiners  hereinafter  established,-^-, 
and  to    establish   general   rules   for  the    management  of  the 
Schools,  and   to  communicate    them   in  writing    to   the    res- 
pective Teachers,- — to  fix  the  time  of  the  annual  public  examina^ 
tion,  and  to  attend  at  the  same  :  Provided  that  the  Cure,  Priest, 
or  Officiating  Minister,  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  select- 
ing the  books   having  reference   to  religion  or  morals,  for  the 
use  of  the  Schools  for  children  of  his  own  religious  faith. 

Sixthly.  To    hear  and  decide    every   dispute  which   may  Deciding  dfe. 
arise  relating    to   the   public    Schools  in  their   Municipality,  Putes- 
between  the  parents  or  children  and  the  Teachers,  and  others, 
tof  like  nature. 

Seventhly.  To  name  two  or  more  from    among   themselves  visiting  the 
o  visit  each  public  School  in   the  Municipality,   at  least  once  Schools  and 
n  six  months,  and  report  to  the  Corporation  of  which  they  are  reporting, 
members,  the  state  of  the  School,  and  whether    the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the    Commissioners  are  strictly   observed,  also 
the  progress  of  the  Scholars,  the  character  and  capacity  of  the 
Teachers,  and  every  other  matter  relating  to  the  management 
of  the  Schools. 

Eighthly.  To  comply,  as  regards  the  Accounts  and  Register  Management 
to  be  kept  by   the   Secretary-Treasurer,    with  all  instructions,  discipline,  &c 
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Whether  special  or  general,  which  may  from  time  to  time  be 
given  them  by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  to  whom  they 
shall  report  their  proceedings  yearly,  before  the  first  day  of 
July. 

Ninthly.  To  keep  and  cause  to  be  kept  registers  of  their 
proceedings,  signed  for  each  sitting  by  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  ;  and  also  correct  accounts  of  their  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure, with  reference  to  the  Schools  in  each  District  under 
their  control,  mentioning  specially  what  relates  to  each  school  ; 
and  such  accounts  shall  be  open  to  all  persons,  contributors  to 
the  support  of  the  Schools,  at  all  seasonable  hours. 

Tenthly.  To  cause  to  be  levied  by  assessment  and  rate,  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  provided  by  this  Act,  in  each  Munici- 
pality, a  sum  equal  to  that  allowed  out  of  the  Common  School 
Fund  for  each  Municipality,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  in 
this  respect  to  the  Superintendent  ;  and  to  enable  the  School 
Commissioners  to  receive  from  the  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion their  share  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  they  shall 
furnish  him  with  a  declaration  from  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
that  he  has  actually  and  bond  fide  received,  or  that  he  has 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Commissioners  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act,  a  sum  equal  to  the  said  share  accruing 
to  such  Commissioners. 

Superior  or  Eleventhly.  Out  of  the   monies   arising   from   the  School 

ModelSchools.  Fund,  or  from  assessments  imposed  to  raise  a  like  sum  in  the 
Municipalities,  or  from  any  other  source,  not  specially  appro- 
priated by  disposition  of  the  donors  or  vendors  or  otherwise, 
they  may,  if  they  think  proper,  allow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds  yearly  for  the  support  of  any  Superior  School 
or  Model-School,  at  the  most  thickly  settled  place  in  the 
Municipality,  over  and  above  the  share  which  would  other- 
wise come  to  such  School,  and  the  remainder  or  whole  of  the 
said  monies,  if  there  is  no  Model-School,  shall  be  distributed 
in  equal  shares  among  the  School  Districts,  the  Model-School 
being  counted  alone  as  one. 

Fixing  rates  to  Twelfthly.  They  shall  fix  the  fees  per  month  to  be  paid 
he  pud  bjrpa-  during  the  eight  School  months  for  each  child  o(  ,ago  to  attend 
School,  by  each  father  or  mother  of  a  family,  tutor  or  curator, 
to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  above  and  over  the  rate  levied, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  School  District  {arrondissement)  pay- 
ing the  same  ;  such  fees    not  to  exceed  in   any  case  two  shil- 


rrnts  for  their 
children. 
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lings  per  month,  and  to  be  diminished  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Commissioners,  according  to  the  means  of  the  parents,  age  of 
the  children,  and  course  of  instruction,  but  not  to  be  less  than 
three  pence  per  month  ;  the  Commissioners  nevertheless  may 
ask  higher  monthly  fees,  in  Model-Schools,  and  for  the  whole 
time  the  same  may  be  in  active  operation. 

Thirteenthly.  They  may  wholly  or  in  part  exempt  indigent  indigent  per- 
persons,  lunatics  or  idiots  from  paying  such  fees,  and  shall  fix  sons- 
the  times  of  payment. 

Fourteenthly.  They  shall  cause  any  party  neglecting  or  re-  To  direct  pro- 
fusing  to  pay  his  portion  of  any  School-rate,  to  be  prosecuted  secutlons- 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Municipality,  or  if  there 
be  no  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Municipality,  then  before  the 
Commissioners'  Court  for  the  trial  of  Small  Causes  nearest 
to  the  place  of  their  sittings  and  having  jurisdiction  in  the  Mu- 
nicipality ;  and  all  Justices  of  the  Peace  or  Commissioners' 
Courts  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hear  and  adjudge 
upon  such  prosecution  in  a  summary  manner,  and  to  cause  the 
sums  for  which  judgment  shall  have  been  given  to  be  levied 
by  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  de- 
fendant, under  a  Warrant  to  be  granted  by  such  Justice  of  the 
Peace  or  Commissioner  of  Small  Causes. 

Fifteenthly.  They  may  associate  with  themselves,  perma-  Managers. 
nently,  or  for  a  time  only,  Managers  to  aid  them  in  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  School  Houses,  the 
erection  and  repair,  warming  and  cleaning  thereof,  and  the 
keeping  in  good  order  the  property,  moveable  and  immoveable, 
belonging  to  the  Schools,  and  other  like  matters. 

XXII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  in  any  School  District  Deposit  of  mo- 
there  shall   be   no  School  in   operation,   the    School  Commis-  mes« 
sioners  shall  deposit  the  money  to  which   such  District  would 

be  entitled  in  some  Savings  or  Chartered  Bank  at  interest, 
where,  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  District 
they  shall  allow  it  to  accumulate  during  a  term  which  shall 
not  exceed  four  years,  to  be  thereafter  by  them  used  either  in  Application  of 
the  purchase  of  ground  for  or  in  building  a  School  House,  or  the  same, 
towards  other  Educational  purposes  in  or  for  such  School  Dis- 
trict. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners  School  Com- 
in  each  Municipality  shall  be  a  Corporation   under  the  name  missioners  to 
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Limitation. 


tv  a  Corpora-    °f  The   School    Commissioners   for   the   Municipality  of 

tion.  ,  in  the  County  of  ; 

shall  have    perpetual  succession   and    a  Common  Seal,  if  they 

Theirpowers.  think  proper  to  have  one  ;  may  sue  and  be  sued,  Bpd  shell, 
generally,  have  ihe  same  powers  which  any  other  beety  |>olitic 
corporate  has,  or  ought  to  have  with  regard  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  instituted  ;  hut  they  shall  not  at  any  time  hold  real 
property  to  the  value  of  more  than  five  hundred  pounds  yearly 
in  the  Cities  and  Municipalities  of  Quebec  or  Montreal,  or  of 
three  hundred  pounds  yearly  value  in  anv  other  Municipalities  : 

Proviso.  Provided,   nevertheless,    that    the    Chairman    of  the    School 

Commissioners  shall  not  engage  in  anv  suit  at  law,  as  plaintiff, 
without  a  special  authorization  from  the  Commissioners, 
duly  entered  in  the  Hegister  after  deliberation,  and  that  all 
and  every  action  may  be  brought  either  by  the  said  President 
or  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 


Proviso  : 
As  to  alien- 
ation of  School 
property. 

Corporation 
may  l»e  in 
abeyance. 


School  proper- 
ty vpsted  in 
the  Corpora- 
tion. 


Schools. 


Provu*. 


XXIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  such  Corporation  shall 
alienate  any  portion  of  the*  property  held  by  it  without  the  ex- 
press authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  ;  and  no  surh 
Corporation  shall  cease  by  reason  of  the  want  of  School  Com- 
missioners in  any  Municipality  at  any  time,  hut  in  such  case 
the  powers  of  the  Corporation,  as  regards  the  possession  of  any 
property,  real  or  personal,  shall  become  vested  in  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  and  in  his  default  in  the  Governor  of  the 
Province  in  trust,  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  provided  by  law  ; 
and  all  Lands,  School  Houses  or  other  property,  real  or  per- 
sonal, belonging  to  Common  Schools  in  any  part  of  the  Pro- 
vince, formerly  Lower-Canada,  under  any  law  or  by  any  title 
whatsoever,  is  hereby  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  the  School 
Commissioners  respectively,  of  the  Municipality  in  which  such 
property  may  be  situate. 

XXV.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  tlte  Fabrique  of  any  Parish, 
and  the  School  Commissioners  thereof,  may,  by  mutual  agree- 
ment in  due  form  made,  unite  for  one  or  more  years  the  Fa- 
brique Schools  in  operation,  with  any  of  the  Schools  to  be 
kept  under  this  Act  ;  and  any  Fabrique  contributing  not  Ipss 
than  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings  by  the  year,  towards  the  sup- 
port of  any  School  under  the  management  of  School  Commis- 
sioners, shall  thereby  acquire  a  right  to  the  Cure'  and  Church- 
warden in  office  to  be  Commissioners,  if  they  were  not  so  be- 
fore ;  but  no    Fabrique  shall  so  unite  its  School  to  those  ma- 
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0nged  bv  Commissioners  of  an  other  faith,  except  under  an  ex- 
press ami  formal  agreement  with  the  School  Commissioners  or 
Trustees  of  such  other  faith. 

XXVI.  And  be   it  enacted,  That  when  in  any   Municipa-  Dissentient*, 
lity,   the  regulations   and    arrangements*    made  by  the  School 
Commissioners    for  the    conduct  oi   any   School,   shall  not  be 
agreeable  to   any  number  whatever  of  the  inhabitants  profess- 
ing a  religious  faith   different  from   that  of  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  Municipality,  the  inhabitants   so   dissen- 
tient may  collectively  signify   such    dissent  in  writing   to  the 
Chairman  ot  the  said   Commissioners,  and  give   in  the  names 
of  three  Trustees,  chosen  by  them  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  * 
and  such  Trustees  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  be  subject  Trustees.    . 
to  the  same  duties  as  School  Commissioners,  but  for  the  mana- 
gement of  those  Schools  only  which  shall  be  under  their  con- 
trol;  and   such  dissentient   inhabitants  may,  by  the  inter ven-  May  establish 
tion  of  such  Trustees,  establish  in  the  manner  provided  with  one  or  more 
regard  to  other  Schools,  one  or  more  Schools,  which  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  provisions,  duties  and  supervision,  and  they 
shall   be  entitled  to  receive   from  the  Superintendent  or  from 
the   School   Commissioners,  such   sum   out  of  the  general  or 
local  School  Fund  as  shall  be  proportionate  to  the  dissentient 
population  they  represent :  Provided   always,   that  whenever  Proviso, 
the  majority  of  the  children  attending  any  School  now  in  oper- 
ation, and  the  School  House,  shall  belong  to  or  be  occupied  by 
such  dissentients,  the  said  School   House  shall  continue  to  be 
occupied  by  them  so  long  as  the  number  of  children  taught  in 
such  School  shall  amount  to  the  number  required  by  this  Act 
to  form  a  School  District,  and    the  entire  amount  of  monies 
raised  by  assessment  on  such  dissentients  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Trustees  of  such  School,  together  with  a  due  proportion  of  the 
building  fund. 

XXVII.   And  be   it  enacted,  That  to  entitle  any  School  to  On  what  coa- 
its  allowance  out  of  the  general  or  Local  School  Fund,  it  shall  dition  a  School 
be  requisite  and   sufficient  that  such  School   has  been  under  tied  toan^l1- 
the  management  of  School  Commissioners  or  Trustees  appoint-  lowance  out  of 
ed  in  the    manner  provided  by  the   next  preceding  section, —  £e  Scflool 
that  it  has  been  in  actual  operation  during  at  least  eight  calen- ' 
dar  months, — that  it  has  been  attended  by  at  least  fifteen  chil- 
dren (periods  of  epidemic  or  contagious  diseases  excepted), — 
that  the  returns  have  been  certified  to  the  School   Commis- 
sioners or  Trustees  by  the  Master,  Mistress  or  Teacher,  and 
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Penalty  on 
persons  using 
false  certifi- 
cates, &c. 


How  levied. 


Trustees  of 

dissentient 

Schools. 


Proviso. 


at  left*  two  of  the  Commissioners  or  Trustees, — that  a  public 
examination  of  the  Schools  lias  taken  place, — that  a  report 
signed  by  the  majority  of"  the  School  Commissioners  or  Trus- 
tees, and  by  the  Master  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  him 
for  that  purpose,  every  six  months,  that  is  to  say,  before  the 
first  day  of  July,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  year, — 
and  finally,  that  a  sum  equal  to  the  allowance  made  by  the 
Legislature  for  the  Municipality  has  been  raised  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  School  Commis- 
sioner or  Trustee  or  other  person,  shall  make  any  false  certifi- 
cate or  return,  by  means  of  which  he  may  have  fraudulently 
obtained  or  sought  fraudulently  to  obtain  money  from  the  public 
School  Fund,  such  Commissioner,  Trustee  or  other  person 
shall  not  only  restore  the  money  so  obtained,  but  shall  also  in- 
cur a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  currency,  nor  less  than 
two  pounds  ten  shillings,  which  shall  go  to  the  local  School 
Fund,  and  which  shall  be  recoverable  at  the  suit  of  any  person 
having  an  interest  in  the  right  administration  of  the  Common 
Schools,  on  the  oath  of  one  credible  witness,  and  before  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace ;  and  if  such  penalty  be  not  paid  within 
ten  days  after  judgment,  it  shall  be  levied,  with  the  costs  of  suit 
and  of  sale,  by  seizure  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  defendant  under  the  Warrant  of  such  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  in  default  of  sufficient  goods  and  chattels,  the  defendant 
may  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol,  and  detained  therein 
one  day  for  each  three  shillings  of  the  amount  of  the  fine  and 
costs,  or  of  the  balance  which  may  be  due. 

XXIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Trustees  of  dissentient 
minorities  shall  also  be  elected  for  three  years,  except  that  at 
the  end  of  each  of  the  two  first  years  one  of  the  Trustees  shall 
retire  and  be  replaced  or  re-elected  by  such  dissentients;  chil- 
dren from  other  School  Districts,  of  the  same  faith  as  the  dis- 
sentients for  whom  the  School  was  established,  may  attend  the 
same  whenever  such  dissentients  shall  not  be  sufficiently  nume- 
rous in  any  District  to  support  a  School  alone  :  Provided  that 
the  individuals  of  the  dissentient  minority  shall  not  be  elected 
nor  serve  as  School  Commissioners,  nor  vote  at  the  election  of 
the  School  Commissioners  ;  and  that  in  like  manner  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  majority  shall  not  be  elected  nor  serve  as  School 
Trustees,  nor  vote  at  their  election. 
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XXX.  Anil  be  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commissioners  Girls  School, 
may,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  establish  in  the  Municipality  a 

Girls'  School  distinct  from  that  for  Boys,  and  such  Girls'  School 
shall  be  deemed  to  form  a  School  District ;  if  any  religious 
community  shall  have  already  established  a  Girls'  School  for 
Elementary  Education,  such  community  may  place  its  School, 
from  year  to  year,  or  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  Commissioners,  and  it  shall  then  be  considered 
as  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  hereby  granted  to  Common 
Schools. 

XXXI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Secretary-Treasurer  Allowance  to 
shall  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  Secretary- 
all  monies  by  him  received,  but  this  allowance  shall  cover  all  Treasurc^ 
his  contingent  expenses,  except  the  purchase  of  the  Book  used 

as  a  Register,  the  price  of  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
monies  in  his  hands. 

XXXII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Schools  established  Common 
under    this   Act   or   any   other  Act,  in   each    Municipality,  ^^s  to  be 
whether  in  town  or  country,   shall  be  visited  at  least  once  in 

every  year  by  one  of  the  Visitors  hereinafter  mentioned,  and 
oftener  if  they  deem  it  requisite ;  they  shall  be  entitled  to 
lave  communication  of  the  regulations  and  other  documents 
relative  to  each  School,  and  of  all  other  information  concern- 
ing it. 

XXXIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Visitors  for  each  visitors. 
Municipality  shall  be — 

First.  The  Resident  Clergymen,  of  whatever  denomination. 

Secondly.  The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and 
of  the  Circuit  Courts. 

Thirdly.  The  Members  of  the  Legislature. 

Fourthly.  The  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Fifthly.  The  Mayor  or  the  Warden  of  the  Municipality. 

Sixthly.    The  Colonels,    Lieutenant-Colonels  and  Majors, 
nd  the  Senior  Captain  of  Militia  resident  in  the  locality. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  shall  be  ex-officio  Visitor-  Ecclesiastics 

General  of  all  Public  Schools,  and  as  such  may  take  cognizance  °.f  one  persua- 

f  contestations  arising  between  the  School  Commissioners  and  slonnottovl" 
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lit  School*  of    School-Masters,  and  give  a  final  decision;    and    no    Priest, 

mother.  Minister  or  Ecclesiastic  shall    be   entitled  to  visit   any  School 

belonging    to    any    inhabitants    not   of    his   own    persuasion, 

except  with  the  consent  of  the   Commissioners  or  Trustees  of 

such  School. 

Superinten-  XXXIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Governor  may,  from 

dent  of  Schools  time  to  time,  appoint  by  Letters  Patent  under   the  Great  Seal 

nadato^beap-  °^  tne  Prov*nce>  a  fit  arjd  proper  person  to  be   Superintendent 

pointed.  of  Schools  for  Lower-Canada,  and  to  hold  his  office  during 

pleasure;  the  said  Superintendent  shall  receive  five   hundred 

pounds,  currency,  salary,  per  annum,  and  shall  be  allowed  one 

hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  per  annum  for  a  Secretary, 

and  sixty  pounds  for  a  Clerk,  artd   the  contingent  expenses  of 

his  office  to  be  by  him  accounted  for  according  to  the  terms  of 

this  Act ;  and  the  said    Superintendent  shall   give  security 

Her  Majesty,   Her  Heirs  or  Successors,   to  the   satisfaction  of 

the    Governor   in   Council,   to   the  amount  of  two  thousand 

pounds,  currency. 

His  dunes.  XXXV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be   the  duty   of 

the  Superintendent  of  Schools — 

First.  To  receive  from  the  Receiver-General  all  sums  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  to  distri- 
bute the  same  among  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  respect- 
ive Municipalities,  according  to  law,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
population  of  the  same,  as  ascertained  by  the  then  last  Census. 

Preparing  Secondly.  To  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  and  distri- 

Forms.  buted  all  necessary  Forms. 

To  prepare  re-       Thirdly.  To  prepare   and  cause   to  be  printed   recommend- 

commenda-       ations  and  advice  on  the  management  of  Schools,  as  well  for 

turns,  &c.         tne   School  Commissioners   as  for  the   Secretary-Treasurers, 

Trustees,  School  Masters  and  School  Mistresses. 

Tokeep  Books  Fourthly.  To  beep  correct  Books  and  distinct  Schedules  of 
all  the  matters  subjected  to  his  superintendence  and  control,  so 
that  all  requisite  information  may  be  clearly  and  promptly 
obtained  by  the  Government,  the  Legislature,  or  the  School 
Visitors. 

To  etamine  Fifthly.  To  examine  and  control  the  accounts  of  all  parties. 

Accounts.         corporations  or  associations  accountable  for  any  public  monies 

appropriated  and  distributed  under  the  authority  of  this  Act, 


Distribution  of 
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and  to   report  whether  the  said  monies  are  bond  fide  applied 
for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  granted. 

Sixthly.  To  lay   annually  before   the  three  branches  of  the  Annual  re- 
Legislature,  a  detailed  Report  of  the  actual  state  of  education  port. 
in  Lower-Canada,  Tables  of  Schools,  Number   of  children 
attending  them,  and  other  like  matters. 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  assessment  mentioned  Theratcto  ^ 
in  this  Act,  shall  be  laid  equally  accordingly  to  valuation,  upon  laid  equajl|  on 
all  reteable   real  property   in   the   Municipality,  and  shall  be  all  property, 
payable  by  and  recoverable  from   the  owner,  occupant  or  pos- 
sessor of  trie  property  liable  to  be  rated,  and  shall,  if  not  paid, 

be  a  special   charge   bearing  hypoiheque   and   not  requiring  To  hear kyp*- 
regisi ration   to  preserve  it  on   all  immoveable  property;  any     ?j£e 
law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XXXVII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  School  Commission-  immoveable 
ers  shall   cause  the  assessments  required  for  raising   the  sum  property  to  bo 
equal  to  that  which  they  shall  receive  or  ought  to  receive  from  e(*ua  y 

the   Common  School  Fund,  to  be   equally  rated   upon  all  the 
immoveable  property  situate  within  the  extent  of  their  juris- 
diction, in  proportion  to  the  value  of  such  property,  and  that 
they   shall,  at  the   same  time  and    in  the  same  manner,  cause 
an  additional  sum   not  exceeding   fifteen   per   cent,  upon  the 
former,  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  making  good  any  defi- 
ciency which  may  arise  in   the  collection  of  the  assessment, 
and  to  cover  the  expenses  of  collection  :   Provided,  that  uricon-  Seigniories: 
ceded  lands  in  Seigniories  shall  be  free  from  assessment  under 
this  Act,  but  that  all  Seniors  shall  pay,  on  account  of  their 
lucrative  rights,  one  fortieth   part  of  the  sum   assessed  in  the 
Municipality  or  Municipalities,  or  portions  of  Municipalities 
of  which  they   are  Seigniors,  in  proportion  to  their  Seigniory 
in  the   same:   Provided  also,  that  all  buildings  set  apart  for  prov;goasto 
purposes  of  education,    or    of   religious    worship,    parsonage  certain  public 
houses,  and  all  charitable  institutions  or  hospitals  incorporated  buildings,, &c 
hy   Act  of  Parliament,   and  the  ground   or  .land   on    which 
such   buildings  are  or   shall   he    elected,  and  also  all  burial 
grounds,  sljal]  be  exempt  from  all  rates  imposed  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act. 

XXXVII [.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  places  where  a  „    .    f    . 
valuation   of  property  shall  have  been   made  by  order  of  the  tion. 
Municipal  authorities,  under  the  Act  of  the  last  Session,  in- 
tituled. An  Act  for  repealing  certain  Ordinances  therein 
2 
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mentioned,  and  to  make  better  disposition  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Local  Municipal  Authorities  in  Lower-Canada, 
or  under  the  authority  of  any  other  subsequent  Act,  such 
Valuation  shall  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  rates  which  shall  be 
made  under  the  authority  of  this  Act,  a  copy  uf  which  valuation 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Municipal  Council  shall,  on 
demand,  furnish  to  the  Corporation  of  School  Commissioners ; 
but  if  no  such  valuation  shall  have  been  made  as  above  men- 
tioned, the  School  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  made  by  three  fit  and  proper  persons;  and 
if  the  said  Commissioners  refuse  or  neglect  to  cause  such  valua- 
tion to  be  made  within  the  two  months  following  the  receipt  of 
this  Act,  (of  which  they  are  required  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
as  soon  as  received,  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,)  such 
Commissioners  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  Less  than  two 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  or  more  than  five  pounds,  currency,  (to 
be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  before  the 
same  tribunals,  as  provided  by  this  Act  for  the  recovery  of 
School-rates  and  monthly  dues,)  and  the  Governor  shall  name 
fit  and  proper  persons  to  make  the  pro;  cr  valuation  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  which  said  valuation,  made  cither  by 
order  of  the  Commissioners  or  by  order  of  the  Covernor,  shall 
be  certified  by  the  persons  having  made  the  same,  before  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  said  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall 
transmit,  within  eight  days,  a  copy  of  the  certificate  to  the 
School  Commissioners  for  the  Municipality,  and  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Secretary. 

XXXIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  School-rate  shall  be 
fixed  and  laid  between  the  first  day  of  May  and  the  first  day 
of  July,  and  shall  be  paid  in  each  year  at  any  time  on  demand, 
provided  public  notice  be  given  at  least  thirty  days  before 
enforcing  payment  of  the  same  ;  and  the  Commissioners  and 
Secretary-Treasurer  may,  in  their  discretion,  receive  the 
atnoiint  of  such  rates  and  of  the  monthly  payments  for  the 
children,  in  produce  at  prices  to  be  fixed  by  them  ;  and  notice 
given  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  prescribed  with  regard  to  the 
holding  of  general  meetings,  that  the  roll  of  the  rates  so  fixed 
lies  for  inspection  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
shall  be  sufficient  publication  and  notification  thereof;  and  it 
shall  lie  in  his  hands  for  inspection  at  Ic<:st  thirty  days  after 
notice,  during  which  time  it  may  be  amended  by  the  Municipal 
Authority,  after  which  it  shall  be  in  full  force,  and  shall  be 
conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  rate   of  School-rates  payable 
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into  the  office  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  by  any  party  or  on 
any  property  subject  thereto  :  Provided   that  any  School-rate  proviSOs  aa  t* 
which  may   have  been  imposed  in   the  course  of  the  present  rates  for  the 
scholastic  year,  agreeably  to  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of  this  P*esent  year. 
Act,  shall  be  held  legal  and  valid  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 
at  whatever  time  it  may  have  been  imposed  :  Provided  also,  RatCs  alwaya 
that  for  the  scholastic  year  which  will  commence  on  the  first  l»  be  imposed 
day  of  July  next,  the  rates  may  be  imposed  at  any  time  during  nezty&u* 
the  months  of  July,  August,  September  and  October  of  the 
present  vear,  if  they  have  not  been   imposed   by  the  present 
Commissioners  :    Provided  always,    that   the   present  School 
Commissioners  may,  between  the  passing  of  this  Act  and  the 
first  day  of  October  of  the  present  year,  validly   impose   the 
rates  as  well  for  the  present  year  as  for   the  next,  and  also  for 
any  future  year,  and  it  shall  always  be  the  duty  of  such  Com- 
missioners to  impose  the  rates  for  the  then  next  year. 

XL.  And  be  it  enacted,    That  in  each   of  the  Cities  of  „     .. 

i  revisions  as 

Quebec  and  Montreal,  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  with  regard  to  the  Cities 
to  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools  in  each  Municipality,  of  Quebec  and 
shall  have  effect   and  be  applied  according  to  the   true  intent  Montrea1, 
and  meaning  of  this  Act,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  other- 
wise herein  provided  or  enacted  ;  and  all  persons  appointed  or  Powers  of 
called  upon  to  carry  this  Act  into  effect  in  the  said  Cities,  shall  School  Officer* 
have  the  same  powers  as  the  Corresponding  Functionaries  in  cities. 
the  Municipalities  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  designated, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  and  penalties. 

XLI.  And  be  it  enacted,   That  for  all  purposes  relative  to  E   ,      , 
the  distribution  and  apportionment  of  School  monies,    and  for  deemed  one 
all  other  purposes  of  this  Act  where  it  shall  not  be  repugnant  Municipality. 
to  the  other  provisions   thereof,  each  of  the  Cities  of  Quebec 
and  Montreal  shall  be  considered  as  one  Municipality;    and  it  **!  vis.ion  intd 
shall   not  be  necessary  to  divide  them  into  School  Districts,  ncCedsary. 
but  each  School  established  by  the  said  Commissioners,  or  put 
under  their  control  by  virtue  and  in  accordance  with  this  Act, 
shall  be  considered  as  a  District  and  may  be  attended  by  chil- 
dren from  any  part  of  the  City. 

XLII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in   Quebec  and  Montreal  Appointment 
the  Corporation  shall   appoint   twelve  School  Commissioners  of  Commia- 
(if  they  have  not  already   been   named   under  the  authority  of  fioners  there- 
the  Act  passed  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament 
concerning  Elementary  Education),  six  of  whom  shall  be  Ro- 
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man  Catholics   and  six   Protestants  ;  and  such  Commissioners 

shall  form  two  separate  and  distinct  Corporations,  the  one  for 

the  Roman  Catholics  and  the   other  for  the  Protestants  ;    and 

one  half  of  each  of  the  said  Corporations  (hall  b<  d  an- 

Buperiaten-       Dually    by    the  said    Corporation  :    Provided,    that  in  case-  the 

dent  to  appoint  Corporation  of  the    City  of  Quebec  or  that  of  Montreal,   shall 

Commission-     refusc  or  neglect  to  nominate  such  Commissioners  or  to  renew 

en  if  the  cor-      ,  .     ©. 

porationdo        them  at  the  time  prescribed,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  month  oi  July 

not.  in   each  year,  the    Superintendent   of   Schools   shall   appoint 

them  cx-qfficio,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 

School  Funds.  XL1II.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  the  said  Cities  no  rate 
shall  be  levied  for  the  Schools,  but  the  Treasurer  of  each  City 
shall  pay  out  of  the  funds  thereof  to  the  said  Boards  of  Com- 
missioners, and  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  religious 
persuasion  represented  by  them,  a  sum  equal  to  that  coining  to 
such  City  out  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  to  be  employed 
Payment  how  by  them  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  ;  and  if  such  payment  be 
enforced  if  re-  refused,  the  School  Commissioners  or  their  Secretary  may 
apply  by  petition  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  sitting  in 
Superior  Term,  who,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of  such  Petition 
upon  the  Treasurer,  shall  take  cognizance  oi  the  matter  and 
shall  determine  the  same  in  a  summary  manner,  and  may,  if 
right  shall  require  it,  compel  payment  by  all  legal  means  and 
process. 

Proportion  of        XLIV.   And  whereas   the    Cities  of  Quebec  and  Montreal 
public  monies    possess  Educational  Institutions  which  do  not  and  cannot  exist 
yiSJcfe?    in  the  country  parts:   Be   it   enacted,   That  the   said    City  of 
Montreal    shall   be   entitled  to   receive   out   of  the    Common 
School  Fund  only  one  fourth,  and   the   City  of  Quebec  two 
thirds  of  the  sums  they  would  have   been  respes  otitled 

to  according  to  their  population. 

City  School  XLV.  And  be  it  enacted,    That  the  School  Commissioners 

Commission-     for  Quebec  ami  Montreal  shall,    in  their   intercourse  with  the 

Superintendent  of  Education,  be  guided  by  the  same  rules  and 

regulations  as  other  School  Commissioners. 


•re. 


.t  of  XLVI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  sum  of  money  what- 

olmoniei  CV(T  arising  from    the   general   or   local    School   Fund,    from 

ftoylocality       whatever  BOUrce  derived,  which  shall  not  have  been  employed 

ond  net  immo-  or  paid  by  the    School  Commissioners,  Trustees  or  Secretary - 

fuircd  r°"         Treasurer  during  the  year  in  which  it  shall  have  been  received, 

shall  be  by  them  or  any  one  oi  them  deposited  or  placed  out  at 
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interest,   to  be  employed  in  farming  and  creating  revenue  for 

the  Corporation  :    Provided  nevertheless,  that  this  provision  provijo;  ' 

shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  lo  the  deposit  directed  by  this 

Act  to  be  made  of  the  share  belonging  to  any  School  District, 

in  which  there  shall  not  then  be  any  School  in  operation. 

XLVII.   And  be  it   enacted,   That  the  sums  annually  paid  M0de of  pay- 
out of  the  Common  School  Fund,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-  ingpublic 
General,  on  the  Warrant  of  the  Governor,  to  the  Superintend-  ^^£%* 
ent  of  Schools,  from  time  to  time,   as  they  can  be  apportioned  School  Fund, 
and  distributed  by  that   Officer,   and  the  Superintendent  shall 
pay  their  respective  shares  to  the  several  School  Commissioners 
in  two  semi-annual  payments,    and  the  School  Commissioners 
shall  have  power  to  direct  the  payment  out  of  the  general  or 
local  Shool  Fund  in  their  hands,    of  such  contingent  expenses 
as  may  not  have  been  specially  provided  for  by  this  Act  ;  and  Accounts  to 
the  due  application  of  all  public  monies  shall  be  accounted  for  HerMaJesty. 
to  Her  Majesty,  Her  Heirs  and  Successors,  through  the  Lords 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  for  the  time  being,    in  such  manner 
and  form  as  Her   Majesty,   Her   Heirs  and    Successors    shall 
direct;  and  accounts  of  the  yearly  expenditure  thereof  shall  be  And  to  the 
laid  before  the  Legislature  at  the  then  next  Session  thereof.       Legislature, 

XLVII  I.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  indemnify  all  indemnity  for 
officers  and  persons  who,  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  have,  payments 
under  orders  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  acted  in  the  appor-  J^Common 
tionment,   distribution  and  application  of  monies  out  of  the  School  Fund 
Common  School  Fund,  in  any  manner  which,  though  consist-  g.eforeft^ispaS" 
ent  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  laws  then  in  force,  may  ^"f  ° 
not  have  been  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  letter  thereof : 
Be  it  enacted,  That  all  officers  or  persons  in  r.ny  manner  con- 
cerned in  the  making  of  any  Order  in  Council  made  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act  concerning  the  distribution,  apportionment, 
payment  or  application  of  any  such   monies  as  aforesaid,  or  in 
distributing,  apportioning,    paying   or  applying   such   monies 
under  the  said  Orders  in  Council  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  indemnified  and  held   harmless  for  all  acts  so  done 
or  advised  by  them  ;  any  thing  in  any  Act  or  Law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding ;    and  the   distribution,   apportionment, 
payment  and  application  so  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  to 
have  been  legally  and  validly  made  and  performed  :    Provided  Provision  for 
always,  that  all  such  officers  and   persons   entrusted    with  the  accounting, 
distribution  and  application  of  any  such  monies  in  the  various 
Districts,  Counties  and  other  subdivisions  of  the  Province,  shall 
duly  account  for  the  same. 
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XLIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  balance  remaining 
unexpended  or  unclaimed  out  of  the  proportion  of  the  Common 
School  Fund  belonging  to  Lower-Canada,  shall  be  appropriat- 
ed by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  under  the  authority  of  the 


Governor   in   Council,   in 


uing  to  finish  School  llou: 


Boards  of  Ex- 
aminers ap- 
pointed in 
Quebec  and 
Montreal. 


tually  commenced,  or  to  build  new  ones,  or  to  make  extensive 
repairs  to  old  ones,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  con- 
ducive to  the  advancement  of  Elementary  Education. 

L.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  in  each  of  the 
Cities  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  a  Board  of  Examiners  com- 
posed of  fourteen  persons  chosen  in  as  fair  and  equitable  a 
manner  as  possible  from  among  the  different  religious  denomi- 
nations, the  members  of  which  Board  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  in  Council,  through  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  of  whom  one  half  shall  consist  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  one  half  of  Protestants,  and  who  shall  compose  a 
Board  of  Examiners,  to  examine  Teachers  and  to  deliver  or 
refuse  to  each,  as  the  case  may  require,  a  license  or  certificate 
of  qualification,  after  due  examination  ;  and  the  said  Board  shall 
be  divided  into  two  divisions,  one  of  which  shall  he  composed 
of  seven  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  other  of  seven  Protestants, 
each  of  which  division  shall  separately  perform  the  duties 
hereinafter  imposed  upon  them,  that  is  to  say : 

Firstly.  To  meet  at  the  Couh  House  in  either  City,  as  the 
case  may  be,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  twentieth  day  after 
their  nomination,  (and  this  enactment  shall  be  for  each  mem- 
ber of  the  said  Board,  a  sufficient  notification  to  that  effect,) 
to  choose  a  Prei-Ment,  Vice-President  and  Secretary  :  Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  if  the  said  twentieth  day  after  their 
nomination  be  a  Sunday  or  Holy-day,  (fete  d' obligation,)  they 
shall  meet  on  the  day  following,  not  being  a  Sunday  or  Holy- 
day. 

Secondly.  To  meet  once  in  three  months  (on  the  applica- 
tion of  one  or  more  Tcnchers  made  in  writing  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  at  least  fifteen  days  beforehand,)  that  is  to  say, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  June,  September  and  December, 
after  sufficient  public  notice  to  that  effect,  and  whenever  there 
shall  be  any  application. 

Whom  only  Thirdly.  To  admit  to  examination   those  candidates  only 

they  shall  ex-    w}1()  S]1;1||  ^c   each  provided  with   a  certificate  of  good  moral 

character  signed  by  the  Curt  or  Minister  of  his  own  faith,  and 
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by  at  least  three  School  Commissioners  or  Trustees  of  the 
locality  in  which  he  shall  have  resided  for  the  last  six  months, 
and  also  with  a  certificate  of  his  age,  which  must  be  at  least 
eighteen  years. 

Fourthly.  To  return  to  the  bearer  the  said  certificate,  after  To  return  the 
having  entered  an  exact  copy   thereof  on  their  minute  of  pro-  certificate, 
ceed'mgs,  if  the  candidate  shall  have  passed  a  satisfactory  exa- 
mination. 

Fifthly.  To  deliver  a  certificate  or  diploma  of  qualification  To  deliver  eer- 
as  a  Teacher  to  each  candidate  found  qualified,  signed  by  the  tificatesof 
President  or  Vice-President  and  the  Secretary,  bearing  the  Seal  qualification  to 
of  Office,  dated,  and  distinctly  specifying  the  particular  kind  of  fo*n(1  ^^   , 
instruction  to  which  the  candidate   intends  devoting  himself;  fied, 
whether  he  can  teach  English  and   French,  and  if  not,  which 
of  these  two  languages  ;  as  also   his  age,   his  latest  residence, 
and  the  religious  denomination  to  which  he  professes  to  belong; 
mentioning  also   that   the  certificates  of  age  and  good   moral 
character  required   by   this  Act  have   been  produced   to  the 
Board;  mentioning  also  the  names  of  the  persons  signing  the 
said  certificates,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  has  been  ta^en  ;  and 
the  said  Secretary  or  his  deputies  may  demand  from  each  can- 
didate obtaining  a  certificate  or   diploma  of  qualification,  for 
fees  and   office  charges,  the  sum  of  five  shillings,  currency, 
and  no  more. 

Sixthly.  To  keep  a  correct  list  of  candidates  admitted  to  the  To  keep  Lists. 
Ri^ht  of  Teaching:. 

Seventhly.  To  give  notice  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  To  notir  s 
of  the  admission  of  each  candidate  to  the  Right  of  Teaching,  perintendenfc 
within  fifteen  days  after  such  admission. 

Eighthly.     To  divide    the    Teachers    into    three   classes,  TodivideTea- 
namely  :  those   of  the  Schools  purely  Elementary  ;  those  of  chers  int<> 
Model-Schools,  and  those  of  Educational  Establishments  called  c  asscs* 
Academies. 

Ninthly.  To  enter  the  names  of  each  Teacher  admitted,  as  To  enter 

well  as  the  class  to  which  he  belongs.  names  of  Tea- 

chers. 

Tenthly.  To  require,    in    the   course   of  the    examination,  Qualifications 
proof  of  the  following  qualifications,  namely  :  For  the  Teach-  required  of 


Fees. 


ers  of  Elementary  Schools,  such  acquirements  as  will  enable 
them  to  teach  with  success,  Reading,  Writing,  the  Elements 


Teachers, 
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ProTiso. 


of  Grammar  and  of  Geography,  and  Arithmetic  as  far  as  the 
Rule  of  Three,  inclusively  ;  For  the  Teachers  of  Model- 
Schools,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  acquirements  requi- 
site to  enable  them  to  teach  Grammar,  the  Analysis  of  the 
parts  of  speech,  Arithmetic  in  all  its  branches,  Book-keeping, 

,,  ;;>h\,  the  use  of  the  Globes,  Linear  Drawing,  the 
elements  of  Mensuration,  and  Composition  ;  For  the  Teachers 
of  Academies,  beside  the  qualifications  required  for  the  above- 
mentioned  two  classes  of  Teachers,  all  the  branches  of  Clas- 
sical Education,  inasmuch  as  they  arc  destined  to  prepare  their 
scholars  for  the  same  :  Provided  always,  that  until  the  first 
day  of  July  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
six,  Teachers  may,  if  they  prefer  it,  undergo  an  examination 
before  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  respective  localities 
where  they  are  to  teach  ;  but  that  after  the  first  Monday  in 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  all  Teachers 
acting  as  such  under  this  Act,  or  under  any  special  Act  passed 

the  encouragement  of  Education,  shall  be  required  to 
undergo  an  examination  before  one  of  the  said  Boards  of  Exa- 
miners, and  to  be  each  provided  with  a  certificate  o(  qualifi- 
cation as  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  after  the  said  day,  the 
School  Commissioners,  and  all  persons  entrusted  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  Schools,  shall  be  required  to  employ  as  Teachers 
such  persons  only  as  shall  be  so  provided  with  a  certificate  of 
qualification  given  by  one  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners  as 
above  mentioned,  on  pain  of  losing  their  share  of  the  grants 
made  for  the  encouragement  of  Education  :  Provided  never- 
theless, that  every  Priest,  Minister,  Ecclesiastic,  or  person 
forming  part  of  a  religious  community  instituted  for  Educational 
purposes,  and  every  person  of  the  female  sex,  shall  be  in  every 
case  exempt  from  undergoing  an  examination  before  any  of  the 
said  Boards  ;  and  provided  also,  that  neither  the  possession  of 
a  certificate  of  examination  before  one  of  the  said  Board,  nor 
any  exemption  from  examination,  shall  oblige  the  School 
Commissioners  or  Trustees  to  accept  a  Teacher  who  does  not 
suit  them. 


Registers  tobo       Eleventhly.   To  k0ep  or  cause  to  be  kept  a  Register  of  their 
*ei**  proceedings,  signed  (for   each    meeting)  by    the  President  or 

uticsofthc  Vice-President  and  the  Secretary,  whose  duty  itshall  be  to 
keep  tbe  Register  and  to  make  tie  list  of  Teachers  admitted  to 
teach, — the  entry  in  the  Register  of  their  certificate  of  age,  mo- 
rality, character  and  qualification, — the  entry  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  in  the  minutes  of  their  deliberations, — and 


Secretary. 
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also  to  prepare,  fill  up  and  address  the  certificates  of  qualifica- 
tion,— ;ind  to  do  all  other  writing  requisite. 

Twelfthly.  To  have  a  particular  Sea!,  and  to  make  use  of  Xohavea 
that  furnished  them  hy  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  as  well  seal. 
as  the  forms  of  certificates  of  qualification  ;  and  every  person 
entitled  to  act  as  School  Visitor  shall  have  the  right  of  being 
present   at  examinations  made  by   any  of  the  Boards  of  Exa- 
miners,  and    of  interrogating    the   Teachers   who  shall  offer  sitors  at°cx-1" 
themselves  for  examination,  and  also  of  giving  his  opinion.       aminations. 

f 

LI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  capable  o    Qalification 

being  elected  or  appointed  a  School  Commissioner,  or  named  of  School 
an  Assessor   under  this  Act,  unless  he  shall  be   seized  or  pos-  Commission- 
sessed,  to  his  own  use,   of  real   or   personal  estate,  or  both 
within   this   Province,   of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  currency,  after  payment  or  deduction  of  his  just  debts. 

LI  I.   And   be   it  enacted,  That  every  person   duly   called  Penalty  on 
upon  to  accept  any  office  or  perform  any  functions  under  this  persons  refus. 
Act,  who  shall  refuse  to  accept  or  neglect  to  perform  the  same,  ^c  °  accel> 
or  shall  in  any  way  wilfully  contravene  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  shall  thereby  for  each  such  offence,  whether  of  omision  or 
commission,   incur  a  penalty  of  not   less  that  one  pound  five 
shillings,  nor   more    than    two   pounds  ten  shillings,   accord- 
ing  to  the  gravity   of  the  offence,    in  the  discretion   of  the 
Court   or   authority    having    cognizance    thereof;    and    any  How  such 
Justice    of  the  Peace  residing   within   the  locality  or   county,  penalty  may 
or  the  nearest  Court  of  Commissioners  for  the  Trial  of  Small    e  en  orce  ' 
Causes  shall  have  jurisdiction  with  regard  to  such  offence,  and 
may,  after  judgment,   cause  the   penally  to   be   levied  under 
Warrant,  by  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  offender  ;  and  the  amount  of  all  penalties  so  levied  shall  be  ^pJtc^ion  °r 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  locality  in  which  the 
offence  shall  have  been  committed,  and  shall  make  part  of  the 
Local  School  Fund  ;  and  all  persons  entrusted  in  any  manner  v/. 
with  carrying  this    Act  into  effect,  or  qualified  to  vote  at  the  sccuteT^  ^ 
election  of  School  Commissioners  or  Trustees,  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  such  penalties. 

LIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  quorum  of  any  Corpo-  Q 
ration,  Board,  or   Body   constituted  by   this  Act  shall  be  the 
absolute  majority  of  all  the  Members  thereof;  and  any  majo-  Powers  of 
rity  of  the  Members  present  at  any  meeting  regularly  held,  at  maJont3r* 
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which  there  shall  be  a  quorum,  may  validly  exercise  <Jl  ihc 
powers  of  ihe  Corporation. 

Saving  of  LIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  contained 

;-    sf.all  affect  the  rights  of  II 
muj  ,  scrs>  or  0f  lH)y    I5.;tly  Politic  or   Corpon  of  an?  person 

whomsoever,  except   in  so  far  cially  pro- 

vided and  enacted. 

Interpretation  LV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  words  "  Lower-Canada, " 
clause  wheresoever  they  occur  in  this  Act,  shall  mean  all  that  part  of 

LowerCanada  this    Province    which   formerly   constituted   the    Province   of 
Governor.         Lower-Canada  ;  the  word  "  Governor,"  shall    mean    the  Go- 
vernor,   Lieutenant-Governor,    or    person    administering   the 
Governor  m      Government  ef  this   Province,  and  the  words  u  Governor  in 
Council,"  shall  mean  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or 
person  administering  the  Government  of  this  Province,  acting 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Executive  Coi 
Assessment,      theieof;  the  word  a  Assessment,"  shall  mean  the  determining 
Rate.  of  the  total  sum   to  be   raised   by  a  rate  ;   the  word  "  Rate," 

sh.ill  mean  the  proportionate  sum  to  be  paid  by  each    party 

Sjnsu'ar  num-  under  any  assessment  ;  and  all  words  importing  the  singular 
ber  or  m.^-cu-  »  ,i  ,.  i  i  i.    n    •      1     i  i 

line  gender.  number  or  the  masculine  gender  only,  shall  include  several 
persons,  matters  and  things  of  one  kind,  as  well  as  one  person, 
matter  or  thing,  and  persons  of  either  sex,  unless  there  be 
something  in  the  subject  or  context  inconsistent  with  or  re- 
General  rule  Pllgnant  to  sucn  construction  ;  and  generally  all  words,  expres- 
sions and  provisions  herein  occurring,  shall  receive  such  large, 
beneficial  and  liberal  construction  as  will  best  insure  the  at- 
tainment of  the  objects  of  this  Act,  and  the  enforcement  of  its 
several  enactments  according  to  their  true  intent,  meaning  and 
spirit. 

Present  School  LVL  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  School  Commissioners, 
Officers,  and  other  persons   having  any  authority  or  power  v. 

over  or  with  regard  to  Common  Schools,  by  virtue  of  the 
enactments  hereby  repealed,  shall  continue  in  office,  jind  shall 
and  rru'.y  act  according  to  law  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  Act,  until  they  shall  be  replaced,  as  if  they  had  been 
elected,  d  or  authorized   under  and  by   virtue  of  this 

Act  itself. 

Act  of  Canada  LVI1.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Act  passed  in  the  Scs- 
4&5Vic,  B|0n  },c](]  in  i  he  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  Her  Majesty's  Utign, 
CM^'     ' rc        intituled,  An  Act  to  repeal  certain  Acts  therein  mentioned, 
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and  to  make  further  provision  for  the  establishment  and  pCaled  in  part 
maintenance  of  Common  Schools  throughout  the  Province,  as  to  Lower- 
shall   remain   repealed   so  far  as  relates   to  Lower-Canada,  in  Canada* 
and  with  regard  to  which  it  shall  have  no  force  or  effect,  save 
and  except  always  the   first,   second  and  third  sections  of  the 
said  Act,  and  so  much  of  the   twenty-first  section  as  provides 
for  the  due  accounting  for  the  application  of  the  monies  appro- 
priated hy  the  second   and  third  sections  aforesaid,  and  shall 
not  revive,  even    if  this   Act  shall    cease    to    he    in  force  ; 
and  that   the  Act  passed   in  the   eighth    year   of    Her    Ma- 
jesty's   Reign,   and  intituled,  An  Act  to  make  better  pro-  Act  of  Cana- 
vision  for  Elementary  Instruction  in  Lower-Cacada,  (in  daSVicciJ, 
so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  next  preceding  section  of  rePeaie<3« 
this  Act,)  shall  be  repealed  from  and  after  the  time  when  this 
Act  shall  come  into  force. 

LVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall   be  the  duty  of  the  Distribution  of 
Provincial  Secretary,  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  printed  copies 
to  cause  to  be  printed  and  distributed  in  the  several  Municipa-  °      ct' 
lities  and  localities  of  Lower-Canada,  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  of  the  same,  without  waiting  for  the  usual  and  ordinary 
printing  and  distribution  of  other  Acts  of  this  Session. 


ANNO    DUODECIMO 

VICTORIA    REGIN.E 


CAP.  L. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  School  Law  of  Lower-Canada. 

[30th  May,  1849.] 
HEREAS  it  is  necessary  to  amend  a  certain  Act  passed  Preamble. 


in  the  ninth  year    of  Her   Majesty's  Reign,  intituled, 
An  Act  to  repeal  certain  enactments    therein   mentioned,  Act  9  Vice, 
and  to  make  better  provision  for  elementary  instruction  in  27citcd- 
Lower-Canada:    Be  it   therefore   enacted  by  the    Queen's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the   Province  of  Canada   constituted  and  assembled  by  virtue 
of  and  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  inti- 
tuled, An  Act  to  re-unite  the  Provinces  of    Upper  and 
Lower-Canada  and  for  the  Government  of  Canada,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  Governor  in 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Gover-  %£n^? 
nor  in  Council  from   time  to  time  to  alter  the  limits  of  exist-  Municipalities, 
ing  School  Municipalities,   to  subdivide  the  same,  or  to   esta-  and  make  new 
blish  new  ones  for  School  purposes,  of  all  which  public  notice 
shall  be  given  by   the  Superintendent   of  Schools  for  Lower- 
Canada,  in  such  manner  as  the  Governor  shall  direct. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  For  what 
July  next,  the  monthly   School  Fees,  in  each  School  Munici-  children 
pality  shall   not  be  demandable,  except   for  each  child  of  from  must°beCpaid. 
seven   to  fourteen  years  of  age  capable  of  attending  School  : 
Provided  always,    that  children  of  from  five  to  sixteen  years  Proviso. 

of  age  residing  in  any  School  District,  shall  have  a  right  to 
attend  the  School  thereof,  upon  payment  of  the  said  monthly 
fees. 

III.  And   be  it  enacted,  That  the  thirteenth  paragraph  of  Paragraph  13, 
the  twenty-first  section   of  the  said  above  cited   Act,   shall  be  of  section  21 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  that  hereafter  the  School  certain  child- 
Commissioners  shall  not  exact  the  monthly  School  Fees  from  rcn  exempted 
indigent  persons,  nor  from  any  other  persons  for  or  on  account  [^  School 
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The  amount 
required  to  be 
levied  by  as- 
sessment may 
be  paid  as  a 
voluntary  con 
tribution. 


Payment  to 

be  sworn  to. 


Proviso:  con- 
tribution not 
to  be  paid  by 
portions :  it 
shall  be  dealt 
with  as  if 
raised  by 
assessment, 


Proviso  as  to 


Indigent  Mil- 
nieipal 
may  be  ex- 
empted in 
whole  or  in 
part  from 
assessments. 


of  children  who  are  mentally  deranged,  blind,  deaf  and  dumb, 
or  incapable  of  attending  School  by  reason  of  some  grave  and 
protracted  illness,  nor  for  or  on  account  of  children  absent  from 
the  School  Municipality  for  their  education,  or  attending 
College  or  other  Educational  Institution  either  incorporated  or 
receiving  a  special  allowance  out  of  public  funds  other  than 
those  under  the  control  of  the  School  Commissioners. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  in  any  School  Munici- 
pality the  valuation  of  properly  shall  have  been  duly  made, 
and  the  repartition  or  assessment  lor  Schools,  founded  upon 
the  said  valuation,  shall  have  been  established  before  the  fisrt 
of  July  in  any  year,  for  the  then  following  scholastic  year,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  persons  who  shall  be  so  assessed,  or  for 
any  other  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  School  Municipality,  or 
School  District,  in  the  said  month  of  July  in  such  year,  to  pay 
as  a  voluntary  contribution,  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  the  sum  of  money  required  for  the  scholastic  year 
then  commenced,  to  equal  the  amount  of  public  monies  granted 
to  such  Municipality  out  of  the  School  Fund,  for  the  said 
scholastic  year  ;  the  payment  of  which  said  voluntary  contri- 
bution shall  be  attested  under  oath  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and  by  the  President  or  some  other 
of  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  said  Municipality,  and 
such  oath  or  attestation  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  before  the  tenth  day  of  September  :  Pro- 
vided always,  that  the  said  Secretary-Treasurer  shall  not  receive 
the  amount  of  the  said  voluntary  contribution  by  portions  or 
otherwise  than  in  one  and  the  same  payment,  and  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall  hold  the  said  amount  in  lieu  of  the  fund 
which  would  have  been  raised  by  assessment  for  the  said  schol- 
astic year  so  commenced,  and  the  raid  repartition  or  assessment 
shall  thereupon  be  and  remain  in  operation  for  that  year  in 
such  Municipality  or  School  District  :  Provided  always,  that 
the  monthly  School  Fees,  and  any  assessment  imposed  for  the 
erection  of  School  Houses,  shall  be  levied  by  the  Municipality 
or  School  District  when  they  shall  not  have  been  voluntarily 
paid. 

V.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  School  Commis- 
sioners of  indigent  Municipalities  shall,  in  good  faith,  have 
carried  into  execution  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  the  amount 
of  the  assessment  actually  levied  shall  notwithstanding  fall  short 
of  the  amount  required  by  Law,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 
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hall  have  power,  upon  a  representation  to  that  effect,  and  upon 
a  proof  of  the  facts  to  his  satisfaction,  to  exempt  such  Muni- 
cipalities, or  any  of  them,  from  the  payment  of  the  whole  or 
of  part  of  the  assessment  for  the  current  year,  and  in  that  case 
he  shall  he  authorized  to  grant  them  the  amount  to  which  they 
would  otherwise  be  respectively  entitled  out  of  the  Common 
School  Fund  :  Provided  always,  that  no  such  indulgence  shall  Proviso:  con- 
be  so  granted,  unless  the  representation  aforesaid  be  supported  ditions  of  soch 
in  writing  by  three  of  the  School  Visitors  of  the  Municipality 
in  question,  (other  than  the  School  Commissioners)  or  of  the 
neighbouring  Municipalities,  who  shall  certify  that  they  have 
a  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  alleged,  that  the  School 
laws  have  been  bond  fide  enforced  in  such  Municipality,  that 
they  have  themselves  visited  the  Schools  therein,  and  were  sa- 
tisfied therewith. 

VI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Clergymen  of  all  religious  Clergymen 
denominations  in  each  School  Municipality  shall  be  eligible  to  eligible  to  be 
be  such  Commissioners  without  any  property  qualification  ;  any  crs> 

law  or  statute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  notwithstanding  the  provisions  Secretary- 
contained  in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  said  Act  above  cited,  Treasurers!© 
every  Secretary-Treasurer   now    in  office,    or  who  may  here-  fow  am?to* ' 
after  be  chosen   or  appointed,  shall   be   held  after  the  first  day  what  extent 
of  July  next,   before  continuing  or   enterring  upon  his  duties 

as  such  Secretary-Treasurer,  to  give  security  to  the  said  School 
Commissioners,  cither  by  a  Notarial  Instrument  (Acte  notarie) 
the  minute  of  which  shall  remain  with  the  notary  receiving  it, 
or  by  a  Bond   (Acte  sous  seing  prive)  signed  and  acknow- 
ledged before  a  Justice   of  the  Peace  ;  the  said  security  to  be 
given  by  at   least    two   solvent   sureties  jointly  and   severally 
(solidairenient)    to  the    satisfaction   of  the   President  of  the 
School  Commissioners,  and  for  the  total  amount  of  the  monies 
for  which  the  said   Secretary-Treasurer  may   at  any   time  be 
responsible  arising  as   well  from   the  Local   School  Fund,  or 
any  particular  contributions  and  donations  paid   into  his  hands 
for  the  support  of  Schools  as  from  the  Common  School  Fund, 
which   security  shall   be  renewed   whenever  its  renewal  shall 
be  required  by  the  School  Commissioners;  Provided  always,  Proviso:  Bond 
that  whenever  the  said  security  shall    be  as  aforesaid   entered  to  be  deposited 
into  by  Bond    (Acte  sous  seing  prive) ,  the  original  thereof  Q0LunlteR^ 
shall,  within  one  month  after  its  execution,  be  deposited  in  the  trar,  it  sous 
hands  of  the  County  Registrar,  who  shall  keep  the  same  in  his  ""^P^e, 
custody  and   deliver  copies   thereof,  which,  being  certified  by 
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Fee  to  : 
trar. 


As  to  » 
appointed  by 
Commis- 
sio  ners  who 

are  replaced. 


Proviso : 
Governor  may 
remove  Com- 
missioners ap- 
pointed by 
him. 


Persons  voting 
mur-t  have 
paid  all  contri- 
butions. 


Certain  vacan- 
cies may  be 
filled  by  the 
Governor. 


Proviso  as  to 

varan' 

sickness, 


him  to  be  true,  shall  be  •  red  to   all  intents  and  purposes 

.t  hemic  ;  and  for  every  such  copy,  the  said  Registrar  shall 
demand  and  i  currency  for  every 

hundred  word  :  Provided  also,  that  the  School  Com- 

:  all  times  have  power  to  remove  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, and  to  appoint  another  in  his  pine  .  [ded 
always,  that  no  School  Mi  II  he  flee  ted  or  serve  as  a 
Secretary-Treasurer  n.»r  be   appointed  a  Justice  of  the   P 

VIII.  And  be  i  enacted,  That  whenever  School  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council  in  all 
or  any  the  cases  provided  by  the  third  section  or  by  any  other 
section  of  the  Act  hereinbefore  cited,  the  School  Commis- 
sioners antecedently  in  office,  shall,  from  the  date  cf  such  ap- 
pointment, cease  to  possess  any  power  or  to  act  as  such,  as 
also  all  Assessor,  Collectors  and  other  0  [jointed  by  or 
acting  under  them  ;  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Governor  in  Council,  at  all  times,  and  so  often  as  he 
may  deem  it  necessary  so  to  do,  to  annul  the  appointment  of 
Commissioners  so  by  him  made  and  that  of  the  other  Officers 
acting  under  them,  and  to  name  and  appoint  other  Commis- 
sioners in  their  stead,  who  shall  in  that  case  proceed  to  the 
nomination  of  the  said  Officers,  to  perform  the  other  duties  per- 
taining to  their  office,  and  during  their  incumbency  in  the 
said  office,  to  do,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  above  cited  Act  or 
of  this  Act,  all  those  things  which  their  predecessors  may  have 
neglected  or  refused  to  do. 

IX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  Do  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  elections  of  School  Commissioners,  in  any  School  Mu- 
nicipality, unless  he  shall  have  previously  paid  up  all  contri- 
butions then  due  and  payable  by  him  for  School  purposes  in 
such  Municipality  ;  and  anj  voting  in  conti 

to  this  enactment,    shall   incur  a    penalty  not  exceeding   two 
pounds  ten  shillings,  currency. 

X.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever,  on  the  occurrence  of 
a  vacancy  in  the  oflice  of  School  Commissioner,  in  the  case 
provided  for  by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  said  above  cited 
Act,  the  election  of  another  person  to  the  said  oflice  shall 
not  hi  n  place  within  one  month  after  the  occurrence 
of  such  vacancy  or  incapacity,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Gover- 
nor in  Council  to  fill  up  such  vacancy  :  Provided  always,  that 
in  all  cases  of  incapacity  arising  from  sickness,  no  such  elec- 
tion  or  appointment  to  fill  the   said    office  shall   take    place, 
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unless  the  said  incapacity  shall  have  been  established  by  the 
certificate  of  a  Physician  deposited  with  the  Secretary-Trea- 
surer ;  and  the  vacancy  arising  from  such  incapacity  shall 
date  from  the  day  of  the  deposit  of  such  certificate. 

XI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  a  site  fur  a  School  Appeal  given 
House  shall  be  selected  by  the  School  Commissioners,  or  in  the  to  the  Superb*, 
case  of  an  alteration  in  the  limits  of  School  Districts,  or  of  the  certalnVaaes. 
creation  of  new  ones  in  any  School    Municipality,  an  appeal 

shall  at  all   times  lie   to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  :   Pro-  Proviso:  it 
vided  always,  that  no  such  appeal  shall  be  brought  without  the  m«stbeap- 
approbation  in  writing  of  three    School  Visitors  other  than  the  three  Visitors 
School  Commissioners  of  the  said  Municipality. 

XII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That   in  the  event  of  any  difficul-  Difficulties 
ties  arising  between  the  School  Commissioners  and  the  Secre-  between  the 
tary-Treasurer  of  any  School  Municipality,  or  in  the  event  of  ers  and  their 
an  application    in  writing  to   (he  same  effect   being  addressed  Secretary- 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  by  at  least  five  of  the  assessed  Pf1^1^10 
contributors  to  the  Local  School  Fund  of  such  Municipality,  the  Superin*. 
on  the  subject  of  the  accounts,    or  of  the  rendering  of  the   ac-  tendent. 
counts  of  the    said  Secretary-Treasurer  for   the  year  ending  on 

the  first  of  July  then  preceding,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 
shall  have  power  at  all  times  to  cause  the  said  accounts,  to- 
gether with  the  vouchers  in  support  of  the  same,  or  copies 
thereof  to  be  laid  before  him,  and  shall  upon  the  whole  matter  Force  and 
render  a  full  and  explanatory  judgment,  which  shall  be  entered  effect  of  his 
in  a  Register  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  purpose,  which 
judgment  shall  have  the  force  of  a  decision  of  Arbitrators 
(sentence  arbitrale)  as  to  all  parties  concerned,  and  of  such 
judgment  copies  may  be  given  by  him,  which  being  by  him 
certified  as  true,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  authentic. 

XIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  document,  or  copy  of  Effect  of 

a  document,  signed  or  certified  by  the  Superintendent  of  ^^j^the 
Schools,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  Superintend- 
is  therein  stated.  ent. 

XIV.  And  be  it  enacted,    That  so  much  of  the    eleventh  Part  of  para- 
paragraph  of  the   twenty-first  section  of  the  said  above  cited  graph  11  of 
Act  as  provides,   that,  after  the  deductions  therein  mentioned,  fSed!      * 
the  School  Monies  in  any  School  Municipality   shall   be  dis- 
tributed in  equal  shares  among  School  Districts  of  such  Muni- 
cipality, shall  be  and  the  same  is    hereby  repealed  from   and 

after  the  first  day  of  July  next  ;    and  that  from   and  after  the  *J™T  f  \0i* 
it  i  ' -    <•    i       **  *       i    « r      .  «.        monies  shall 

last  mentioned  day,  the  amount   of  the  School   Monies   after  be  divided 
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deducting  (lie  su;i  of  twenty  poun  Is,  currency,  for  the  support 
of  a  Model-School,  if  any  such  School  there  be,  shall  be  divi- 
ded amongst  the  several  School  Districts  in  such  Municipality 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  between  seven  and 
fourteen  years  of  age  residing  therein  and  capable  of  attending 
School,  the  Girls  School  established  in  virtue  of  the  thirteenth 
section  of  the  said  above  cited  Act,  being  counted  as  one 
School  District,  and  the  Model-School  as  another  School  Dis- 
trict, without  prejudice  nevertheless  to  the  previous  grant  of 
twenty  pounds  as  above  mentioned  ;  and  the  proportion  of  the 
monies  to  be  allotted  to  the  said  Girls  School  and  to  the  said 
Model-School  respectively,  shall  be  determined  by  the  num- 
ber of  children  of  the  age  prescribed  for  attending  School, 
residing  in  the  School  District  in  which  such  Model-School 
or  Girls  School  is  established. 

XV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  purchase  or  to  build  a  School  House,  in  any  School 
District  of  any  School  Municipality,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the 
School  Commissioners,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  that  it  would  be  just  that  such  School 
House  should  be  purchased  or  built  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  School  District  specially,  and  not  by  the  Municipality 
generally,  and  also  in  all  cases,  whenever  under  like  circum- 
stances it  may  be  necessary  to  repair  and  keep  in  order  any 
School  House  in  any  particular  School  District,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  School  Commissioners  to  levy,  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  said  above  cited  Act  for 
levying  assessments  for  the  building  of  School  Houses  in  gene- 
ral, a  special  assessment  in  each  such  School  District,  for  the 
purchase  or  building,  and  for  the  repairing  and  keeping  in  order 
of  the  School  House  of  such  School  District,  and  in  such  case 
such  School  District  shall  for  that  year  be  exempt  from  any 
assessment  for  the  purchase  or  building  of  School  Houses 
except  it  be  for  a  Model-School  :  Provided  always,  thai  in 
every  case  of  special  assessment,  as  hereinabove  mentioned,  in 
any  School  District,  or  of  a  general  assessment  in  the  whole 
of  the  Municipality,  for  the  purchase  or  building  of  School 
Houses,  other  than  a  Model-School,  after  such  special  assessment 
shall  have  hrlceli  place,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  par- 
ties so  asses<*ed  in  every  School  District  so  separately  assessed, 
to  appeal  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  who  may  set  aside 
such  assessment,  or  relieve  therefrom  the  School  Districts  or 
any  one  of  them  so  appeal i tig,  or  confirm  the  same,  as  may  to 
him  appear  most  equitable  under  the  circumstances. 


85 

XVI.  And   be   it  declared  and  enacted,   That   the  School  Commission- 
Commissioners  of  any  Schod  Municipality,  may  institute  suits  j-J*  fegj™6 
or  prosecutions  in  thy  manner   provided  for  in  the   fourteenth  assessments, 
paragraph  of  the   said  twenty-first   section  of  the  said    above  and  before 
cited  Act,   as  well  for    the  assessment   for  Schools   or  School  ^^    "  tt" 
Houses  as  for  the  said  monthly  School  fees,  and  for  all  arrears 
of  the  said  assessments  or  monthly   fees  due  by  virtue  of  the 
said  Act   above  cited  or  which  may  hereafter   become  due  at 
any  time  by  virtue  of  the  said  Act  or  of  this   Act,  and  that  all 
such  suits  or  prosecutions  may  be   instituted  either  before  two 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County,  or  before  a  Circuit  Court, 
but  not  before  any  other  tribunal,  without  prejudice   neverthe- 
less  to    any  suits   or    prosecutions   now    pending:  Provided  Proviso  as  to 
always,   that   in  all  such  suits  or  prosecutions,  judgment  may  costs- 
be  rendered  with  costs;  and  provided  also,  that   no  judgment  Proviso:  no 
rendered  upon    such  suits  or  prosecutions  shall  be    liable  to  be  aPP?aIor 
appealed   from,    nor   shall  any    such    suit    or  prosecution   be 
removed  by  Writ  of  Certiorari. 

XVII.  And   be  it  enacted,   That   whenever  an  assessment  Provision 
mentioned  by  the  School  Commissioners  in  any  School  Muni-  where  any  as- 
cipality,  shall  have  been  annulled  or  set  aside,  it  shall  be  the  be  annulled, 
duty  of  the  said  Commissioners   forthwith,  and   in  a  summary 

manner,   to  cause  a  new  assessment   to  be  made,  which  new 
assessment  shall  be  made  and  take  effect  in  such  Municipality 
for  the  whole  time,  as  well   passed  as  to  come,   for  which  the 
assessment  so  annulled  or  set  aside  would  have  been  in  opera- 
tion and  in  force  if  it  had  been  valid  :   Provided  always,  that  Provisoasto 
such  annullings,  avoidance    or  setting  aside  of  the  said  as  ess-  sults c°n~ 
ment  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  have  the  effect  of  invalidating  any  payments 
payments  made   under  the  authority   of  the  assessment   so  an-  niade  before 
nulled  or  set  aside,  which  payments  shall  go  towards  the  dis-  !|je  an"uUin£ 
charge  of  the  new  assessment  for   the  period  for  which   they 
shall  have  been  made,  the  assessment  so  annulled  or  set  aside 
being  hereby  declared  invalid  for  the  future  only,  and  not  with 
regard  to  such   payments,   nor  with    regard   to  any  judgment 
already  rendered  to  enforce  such  payments. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  thing  in  the  twenty-  Tvusteesof 

sixth  section  of  the  said  above  cited  Act  or  in  any  other  part  dissentient 

r   ,,  -I*  ,    •       i    ,       ,i  J.  i  ,:  Scho- Is  may 

ot  the   said  Act  contained    to  the  contrary   notwithstanding,  acquire  the 

whenever  the  Trustees  of   dissentient  Schools  shall  have  been  right  of  them- 

chosen   and  shall   have   established   one  or  more    dissentient  ^thelr1'60 

Schools  in   any  School    Municipality,  and  the   said  Trustees  oftheass 

shall  not  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  antecedently  made  menls« 
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by  (he  School  Commissioners  of  the  said  Muni<  ipality  relative 
to  the   recovery  and   the  distribution  ol  ssment,  they 

may,  by  a  written  declaration  tp  that  Effect,  addressed  to 
President  of  the  School  Commissioners,  at  rj  month 

before  the  first  day  of  January  or  July,  in  any  u.-.r,  acquire 
the  right  of  receiving  themselves,  for  the  following  and  all 
future  years  during  which  they  shall  continue  to  he  such 
Trustees  of  dissentient  Schools,  according  to  law,  the  ast 
men!  levied  on  the  inhabitants  so  dissentient,  who  shall  have 
signified  their  dissent  in  writing  conformably  to  ihe  said  above 
cited  Act,  or  who  shall  hereafter  signify  the  same  at  the  times 
and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  and  the  said  Trustees 
shall  in  such  case  be  entitled  to  obtain  a  Copy  of  the  asssessment 
in  force,  of  the  list  of  children  capable  of  attending  School, 
and  of  othar  documents  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Commis- 
sioners or  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  connected  with  the 
future  Govern ment  of  dissentient  Schools  ;  the  said  Trustees 
may  and  shall  also  receive  the  amount  of  the  monthly  fees 
payable  in  respect  of  the  children  of  such  dissentient  parent  or 
masters,  and  may  institute  all  suits  or  prosecutions,  and  do  all 
other  things  necessary  Air  the  recovery  o^  the  said  assessments 
and  monthly  fees  ;  and  (hey,  the  said  Trustees,  shall  be  a 
Corporation  for  the  purposes  of  their  own  dissentient  Schools 
and  School  District,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
Superintendent  shares  of  the  General  School  Fund  bearing  the 
same  proportion  to  the  whole  sums  allotted  from  time  to  time 
to  such  Municipality  as  the  number  of  children  attending 
such  dissentient  Schools  bears  to  the  entire  number  of  children 
attending  School  in  such  Municipality  at  the  same,  time,  and  a 
similar  ^iare  of  the  Building  Fund  ;  and  the  said  Trustees 
shall  have  the  'right  to  constitute  their  own  School  Districts 
independently  of  the  School  Districts  established  by  the 
Commissioners  aforesaid,  and  shall  have  the  same  rights  and 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties  and  penalties  as  the  said 
School  Commissioners,  in  respect  of  the  collection  and  appli- 
cation of  the  monies  by  them  received,  of  the  rendering  and 
examination  of  their  accounts,  and  of  all  other  matters  what- 
ever in  reference  thereto,  and  may  be  removed  and  others 
appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  or  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools  in  all  those  cases  in  which  School  Commissioners 
are  liable  to  be  so  dealt  with  ;  Provided  always,  that  if  after 
such  declaration  of  separate  management,  there  should  be  no 
subsisting  assessment,  or  if  the  assessment  should  not  appear 
to  them  a  proper  one,  the  said  Trustees  may,  in  the  months  of 
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July  and  August  in  each  year,  proceed  to  make  such  assess- 
ment for  the  future,  conformably  to  the  said  Act  upon  the 
inhabitants  so  dissentient  as  aforesaid  ;  And  provided  also, 
that  the  said  Trustees  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  held  to 
furnish  to  the  Superintendent  a  written  statement,  under  the 
oath  of  at  least  two  of  them,  of  the  number  of  children  attend- 
ing such  dissentient  Schools  at  least  one  month  previous  to 
the  said  first  days  of  January  and  July,  to  enable  the  said 
Superintendent  to  make  the  proper  apportionment  of  the  said 
General  and  Building  Funds. 

XIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  notwithstanding  the  provi-  School allow- 
sions  contained  in  the  twenty-seventh  section  of  the  said  above  ancemay  be 
cited  Act,  the    School   allowance   may  be  granted   in   every  if^™™^ 
School  Municipality  in  respect  of  every  School  in  the  School  obstante  section 
District  whereof  the  number  of  children  of  the  age  required  for  27  of  9  V.  c 
attending  such  School  shall  amount  to  at  least  fifteen,  although 

it  shall  not  have  been  actually  attended  by  that  number  through- 
out the  scholastic  year  whenever  the  School  Commissioners 
shall  have  endeavoured  in  good  faith  to  carry  out  the  law  ;  so  And  the 
also  the  School  Commissioners  who  shall  have  bond  fide  ^ea^ermay 
engaged  a  Master  or  a  Mistress  for  any  School  District,  may 
pay  to  the  said  Master  or  Mistress  the  remuneration  agreed 
upon,  although  the  number  of  children  who  shall  have  regularly 
attended  the  School  should  not  have  been  sufficient  according 
to  the  provision  of  the  said  twenty-seventh  section. 

XX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  Superm- 
shall  have  the  power  to  refuse  the  School  allowance  for  any  tendentmay 
year  to  any  Municipality   the  School  Commissioners  of  which  ance  toany" 
shall  not  have   rendered  sufficient  accounts   accompanied  by  Municipality 
vouchers,  of  the  application  of  the  School  monies  for  the  years  lf  ProPer 

v  e  r   .i  i     ,  r       *i  accounts  have 

preceding  or  ior   any  one  oj   them,   whatever   be   the   source  not  been  there 
whence  those  monies  were  derived.  tofore ren- 

dered. 

XXI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  monthly  fees  hereinbefore  The  fees  -m 
mentioned  payable  on  account  of  children  attending  a  Model-  certain  Schools 
School,  or  a  separate  Girls  School,  or  a  School  kept  by  some  "^^/jf™ 
religious  Community,  forming  a  School  District  according  to  School  Fund. 
the  provisions  of  the  said  above  cited  Act  or  of  this  Act,  shall 

form  no  part  of  the  School  Fund,  but  such  monthly  fees,  to  the 
amount  established  for  the  other  children  in  the  Municipality, 
shall  be  payable  directly  to  the  Teacher,  and  be  for  his  or  her 
use,  unless  different  monthly  fees  shall  have  been  agreed  upon. 
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XXII.  And  bo  it  enacted,  That  the  Secretary-Treasurer, 
may  in  the  discretion  of  the  School  Commissioners,  receive  a 
remuneration  of  four  per  cent,  instead  of  two  an;-l  a  half  per 
cent.,  in  (lie  manner  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
thirty-tirst  section  of  the  said  above  cited  Act. 

X  XIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  any  case  in  winch 
difficulties  of  a  grave  nature  on  the  subject  of  Schools,  stall 
have  occurred  in  any  School  Municipality,  and  whenever  in 
consequence  thereof  it  shall  become  necessary  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  should  repair  to  the  spot,  to  correct  the 
evil,  or  to  obtain  information,  and  he  shall  be  unable  so  to 
repair  to  the  spot,  by  reason  of  the  other  duties  of  his  office, 
or  of  sickness,  or  of  some  other  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Governor  to  appoint  whenever  need  shall  be,  upon  a  represent- 
ation in  that  behalf  from  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  a 
proper  person  in  the  stead  of  the  said  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
to  act  in  relation  to  such  difficulties,  and  with  all  the  powers 
of  the  said  Superintendent,  unless  those  powers  be  otherwise 
defined  and  limited  in  the  Order  containing  the  nomination  of 
such  Deputy. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  there  should  be  no 
existing  property- valuation  either  for  the  County  or  for  the  par- 
ticular Municipality  in  question,  upon  which  a  repartition  or 
assessment  for  Schools  can  be  based,  or  if  the  persons  in  whose 
hands  such  valuation  shall  be  deposited  should  refuse,  or  ne- 
glect, after  having  been  thereunto  required  by  ten  days'  notice 
in  writing,  to  deliver  to  the  School  Commissioners  of  a  School 
Municipality  entitled  thereto,  or  to  their  Secretary-Treasurer, 
the  original  of  the  said  valuation,  or  a  certified  copy  thereof, 
(which  copy  being  so  certified  to  be  true,  by  the  person  so 
having  the  custody  of  the  original,  shall  be  primd  facie 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  is  therein  stated,)  the  said 
School  Commissioners  shall  have  the  power,  at  all  times  after 
such  refusal  or  neglect,  to  cause  such  property-valuation  to  be 
made  by  three  Assessors  to  be  appointed  and  authorized  by 
them  for  that  purpose  ;  and  if  the  said  Commissioners  neglect 
to  give  within  one  month  after  their  election  or  appointment, 
the  notice  hereinabove  required,  to  obtain  either  the  original 
or  a  copy  of  the  said  valuation,  or  if  they  should  neglect  to 
cause  the  said  valuation  to  be  made  in  their  School  Munici- 
pality, within  three  months  next  after  their  said  election  or 
appointment,  in  the  cases  hereinabove  in  this  section  men- 
tioned, each  of  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  liable  to  a  pe- 
nalty of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  currency,  for  having  neglect- 
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ed  to  give  the  said  notice,  and  to  a  further  penalty  of  five  shil- 
lings currency,  for  each  and  every  day  that  the  said  Commis- 
sioners shall  have  been  in  default  in  causing  the  said  valuation 
to  be  made,  as  required  in  the  case   hereinbefore   mentioned  : 
Provided   always,  that   when    a  valuation   applicable   lo   the  Proviso: 
levying  of  the  said   repartition  or  assessment  for  Schools  shall  Penalty  for 
be   in   existence,  and  the  persons  who  shall  be   in   possession  *op"31 of  any 
thereof,  shall  refuse   or  neglect  to  hand   over   and  deliver   as  existing  vain- 
aforesaid,  either  the  said  original  or  the   said  copy  so  certified  atIon* 
within   ten  days  after  being   threunto  required   by  notice  as 
aforesaid,  every  such  person,  shall,  for  such  refusal  or  neglect, 
incur  a  penalty   of  five   pounds  currency  ;  and  for  every    such i  Fee  for  suc& 
copy   so   duly  certified  and   delivered,  such    person    shall  be  copy, 
entitled    to  receive  from  the  said  School  Commissioners  the 
sum  of  two  pounds  currency,  and   no  more :  Provided  also,  Proviso, 
that  whenever  the  valuation  to  be  copied  shall  comprise   a 
larger  territorial  extent,  a  copy  of  so  much  thereof  as  relates 
to  such  School  Municipality  shall  be  deemed  sufficient. 

XXV.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the   persons   authorized  to  Power  of  the 
make  the   property-valuation  upon  the  basis  of  which  the   re-  persons  em- 
partion   or  assessment  for  Schools   in   any  School  Municipa-  devaluation! 
lity  may  be  established,  shall  at  all  times,  hereafter,  have  the 

right  to  enter  in  and  upon  any  property  whether  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  proprietor  or  of  any  other  occupant,  to  inspect 
the  said  property,  and  to  require  from  such  proprietor  or 
occupant  any  and  every  information  calculated  to  aid  in  the 
making  and  completing  of  the  said  valuation  ;  and  in  case  of 
any  obstruction  or  refusal  to  allow  the  said  persons  or  any  of 
them  to  effect  such  valuation,  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  to  give 
them  such  information  as  aforesaid,  every  person  so  refusing  or  Penalty  for 
obstructing  them  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  one  pound  currency.  t£emU&cg 

XXVI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  a  property-valuation,  By  whatau- 
upon   the   basis  of  which   the    repartition    or  assessment   for  thority  only 
Schools  may  be  established  as  aforesaid,  in  any  School  Muni-  orLsessment 
cipality,  shall   hereafter  be  made,   it  shall  be  amended   by  that  may  be  amend, 
authority   only  bv  which   it  shall  have   b?en  ordered   to  be  ed* 

made ;  and  the  repartition  or  assessment  based  on  such  valua- 
tion shall   not   be  amended    except   by  the  School   Commis-  And  within 
sioners   only;  and   the  same  may  be   amended  by   the   said  w       ime* 
School  Commissioners  in  the  manner  and  at  the  lime  prescribed 
by  the  said  above  cited  Act,  or  at  any  other  time  during  their 
incumbency  in  the  said  office. 

XXVII.  And   be  it  enacted,  That   the   balance   remaining  Balance  of 
unexpended  or  unclaimed  out  of  the  portion    of  the  Common  Scll00l  Fund 
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totting  to  L. 
C.  how  to  be 
appropriated 


Section  51  of 
9  V.  c.  27 
Tepealed. 
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for  acting 
without  it. 


Teachers  to 
undergo  ex- 
amination un- 
der sec.  50  of 

«Vc.  27, 
jjd  1852. 


Salary  of 
Secretary  and 
Clerk  to 
Superin- 
tendent. 


Fines  and 
penalties  how 
recoverable. 


Act  toanply 
♦nly  toUC, 


School  Fund  belonging  to  Lower-Canada,  shall  be  appropriated 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  under  the  authority  of  the 
(i  \crnor  in  Council,  in  aiding  to  fini.sh  School  Houses  actually 
commenced  or  to  build  new  ones,  or  to  make  extensive  repair* 
to  old  ones,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  most  conducive 
to  the  advancement  of  Elementary  Education. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  fifty-first  Section  of 
the  said  above  cited  Act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  any 
person  who  shall  act  as  Assessor  to  make  a  property-valuation 
upon  the  basis  of  which  the  repartition  or  assessment  for  Schools 
may  be  established,  as  aforesaid,  without  being  a  proprietor 
of  real  or  personal  property  in  the  Municipality  in  which  he 
shall  so  act,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  pounds  currency, 
shall  incur  a  penalty  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  currency, 
unless  such  Assessor  bo  otherwise  exempt  by  law  from  pos- 
sessing such  qualification. 

XXIX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  thing  contained  in 
the  tenth  paragraph  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  said  above 
cited  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  the  School  Teachers 
bound  by  the  provisions  thereof  to  undergo  an  examination 
before  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  to  be  provided  with  a  Cer- 
tificate of  Qualification  on  or  before  the  firs!,  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  shall  be  bound  to  comply 
with  the  same  formalities  and  obligations  immediately  after  the 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

XXX.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  reckoning  from  the  first  day 
of  July  last,  the  sum  to  be  allowed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  for  a  Secretary,  shall  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds  currency,  and  for  a  Clerk  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
live  pounds  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  the  allowances  for  the  like 
purposes  in  the  above  cited  Act  mentioned. 

XXXI.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  fines  and  penalties  im- 
posed by  this  Act,  and  by  the  said  above  cited  Act,  shall  be 
prosecuted  and  recovered  with  costs  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  Countv,  or  before  a  Circuit  Court,  and  not  before 
any  other  Tribunal,  without  prejudice  nevertheless  to  any 
suits  or  prosecutions  now  pending,  and  that  the  amount  of  the 
same  shall  form  part  of  the  Local  School  Fund,  as  provided  for 
ill  the  said  above  cited  Act,  in  the  School  Municipality  where 
the  said  fines  and  penalties  shall  have  been  incur; 

XXXII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  apply  only 
to  Lower-Canada. 


CIRCULAR. 


No.  9. 


EDUCATION    OFFICE, 

Montreal,  15th  June,  1816. 

To  School  Commissioners  and  others  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  Schools,  under  the  authority 
of  tfie  present  Act. 

Gentlemen, 

The  nature  of  the  daily  correspondence  carried  on  by  the  Preamble, 

Commissioners  and   Trustees  of  Schools  and  others  with  this 

Office,  and  the  object  contemplated  by  the   3rd  article  of  the  To  the  electors 

35th  Section  of  the  Education  Act,  passed  on  the  9th  of  June  and  othf  If1: 
lL      ,    L      V      r     ....         v        ,.  sons  entrusted 

instant,  impose  upon  me  the  duty  ot  submitting  to  all  persons  with  the  work- 
engaged  in  putting  that  Act  in  operation,  some  recommenda-  ingof  the  local 
tions  which  in  the  generality  of  cases  may  serve  as  a  guide  in        * 
the  execution  of  their  respective  functions.     As  the  new  law 
upon  education  is  the  same  in  its  leading  provisions  as  that  of 
trie  8th  Vict.  Cap.  41,  the  recommendations  and  forms  contained 
in  the  present  Circular  will  be  very  nearly  the   same  as  those 
which  accompanied  the  former  Act  repealed  by  the  present.    It 
is  necessary  however,  that   some  changes  and  additions  should 
be  made. 

The  present  Circular  being  moreover  issued  with  a  view  of 
supplying  the  place  of  all  former  ones,  there  will  be  no  occa- 
sion in  future  to  have  recourse  to  any  of  them. 

My  principal  object,  in  making  these  recommendations,  is 
to  impress  upon  all  the  advantage  of  regularity  in  their  pro- 
ceedings,— to  obtain  uniformity  in  the  management  of  Schools 
and  the  reports  transmitted  to  this  Office, — method  in  the  course 
of  instruction, — order  and  devotion  in  the  execution  of  the  im- 
portant duties  they  have  undertaken.  Attention  to  these  par- 
ticulars will  give  a  new  impulse  to  education, — cause  its  more 
certain  and  regular  diffusion, — and  at  the  same  time  render  it 
in  its  progress  more  acceptable,  and  in  its  results  more  useful* 
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By  our  well  directed  .and  united  efforts  only  we  can  attain 
the  great  object  contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  in  endowing 
the  Country  with  a  new  Education  Act,  whose  successful  ope- 
ration will  have  the  most  satisfactory  results,  if  every  one  will 
bring  to  (ho  performance  of  his  duty  under  it  that  zeal  and 
activity  which  so  vast  an  interest  demands. 

As,  however,  the  new  law  is  permanent,  will  undergo  no 
change  neither  in  its  principles  or  details,  and  that  fuller  com- 
ments on  the  subject  of  this  measure  may  be  now  expected  of 
me  than  were  made  upon  the  last,  I  ought  perhaps  to  enter 
more  into  detail  in  the  following  recommendations  ;  but,  in 
doing  this  I  shall  seek  to  alter,  as  little  as  possible,  the  course 
that  has  been  generally  followed  throughout  the  country  under 
the  operation  of  the  preceding  law. 

These  recommendations  will  be  followed  by  the  form*  pre- 
scribed for  use  under  the  Act.  I  entreat  those  persons  for 
whose  use  they  are  intended  to  follow  them  with  exactness  in 
all  their  proceedings,  without  waiting  to  receive  blanks  for 
the  objects  which  the  Act  has  in  view,  because  in  that  case, 
enormous  expenses  would  fall  upon  this  Office  as  well  for  print- 
ing as  for  postage,  and  probably  useless,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
always  easy  to  follow  forms  that  treat  only  of  matters  of  com- 
mon and  familiar  interest,  and  that  are  already  become  every 
where  familiar. 

These  forms  resemble,  as  much  as  circumstances  permit, 
those  which  are  ann?xed  to  my  Circular  No.  8,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  follow  them  invariably. 

The  persons  who,  besides  the  electors,  are  called  upon  to 
take  part  in  the  execution  of  the  Education  Act,  are  :  lstly. 
The  School  Commissioners  ;  2ndly.  The  Trustees  of  dissen- 
tient Schools  ;  3rdly.  The  Secretary-Treasurers ;  4thly. 
Managers;  5ihlv.  Visitors;  Gthly.  Teachers;  and  all,  with 
the  exception  of  Visitors,  who  are  so  de  facto,  receive  their 
commission,  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  successful  working  of  the  School  Act. 

All  these  persons  thus  charged,  through  the  medium  of  elec- 
tion, with  the  care  and  advancement  of  public  instruction,  will 
be  responsible  for  their  management  to  their  immediate  consti- 
tuents ;  they  will  he  administrative  bodies  created  by  the  people 
for  their  own  benefit,  through  the  means  of  that  general  and 
practical  instruction  which  it  will  be  their  mission  to  diffuse. 
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The  body  of  Commissioners  is  that  to  which  the  law  attaches 
the  most  important  functions ;  for,  once  elected,  the  law  gives 
them  the  power  of  choosing  the  Secretary-Treasurers,  the 
Teachers,  the  Managers,  and  of  adopting  all  such  proceedings 
as  to  them  shall  seem  advisable,  independently  of  those  which 
are  prescribed  by  law  or  recommended  by  this  office. 

To  divide  the  Municipalities  into  School  Districts, — provide 
the  means  of  establishing  a  School  in  every  District, — create  a 
Model-School  and  a  Girl's  School  in  the  most  populous  one, — 
make  regulations  for  the  interior  discipline  of  all  Schools  under 
their  control, — prescribe  the  course  of  study  to  be  pursued  in 
the  said  Schools, — decide  upon  all  differences  which  might  arise 
relative  to  such  Schools, — to  examine,  engage,  direct,  and  pay 
the  Teachers,  and  remove  them  when  necessary, — to  provide 
by  a  general  rate,  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  that  which  shall  be 
apportioned  to  the  Municipality,  out  of  the  Common  School 
Funds, — to  provide  for  the  building  of  a  School  House  in  each 
District,  and  to  take  care  of  all  the  Scholars, — to  fix  and  cause 
to  be  collected  monthly  the  fees  for  each  resident  child  of  from 
five  to  sixteen  years  of  age, — to  proceed  against  all  persons 
refusing  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  annual  assessment  and  of 
the  monthly  fees, — to  visit  the  Schools  twice  in  the  course  of 
the  scholaslic  year, — to  cause  to  be  had  a  public  examination 
therein  and  to  assist  in  making  the  report,  every  six  months, 
to  this  office  ;  such  are  the  large  powers  conferred  by  the  law 
upon  School  Commissioners,  and  the  obligations  it  imposes  upon 
them,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  application  of  the  funds  set  apart 
for  the  maintenance  of  Schools,drawn  whether  from  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  people,  the  entire  management  of  Schools  and  of 
all  their  property  moveable  or  immoveable,  are  left  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Commissioners  elected  to  carry  out  the  objects  of 
the  Act  passed  for  the  promotion  of  Elementary  Education. 

And  by  virtue  of  the  51st  clause  of  the  present  Act,  the 
School  Commissioners,  (as  well  as  the  Assessors),  are  to  be 
each  possessors  of  moveable  or  immoveable  properties  of  the 
real  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  currency  of  this 
Province,  and  are  to  be  elected  for  the  space  of  three  years  to 
the  invariable  number  of  five  only,  two  of  the  present  Com- 
missioners resigning  their  charge  by  ballot,  and  being  replaced 
by  two  others  for  each  of  the  two  first  scholastic  years,  and  one 
only  for  the  third,  according  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and 
seventh  clauses.  It  should,  however,  be  understood  that  the 
qualification  required  by  the  present  Act  does  not  extend  to 
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the  three  Commissioners  remaining  in  office,  as  the  ballot  will 
not  affect  them. 

The  election  of  School  Commissioners  as  by  the  former  Act 
is  fixed  for   the    first   Monday  of  July    in    etch    year,  and  it 
should  take  place  in  each   Municipality   in   order    to    replace  J 
such  number  of  School  Commissioners  only   as   shall    have  « 
been  appointed  by  ballot  to  retire  from  the  charge,  and  in  such  I 
a  way   as   to   leave  in  office,  in  every  instance,  three  of  the 
former  Commissioners  and  the  whole  number  to  consist  of  five 
the  President  to  vote  as  others. 

However,  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  Municipalities  are  to 
elect  five  School  Commissioners  without  regard  being  had  to 
those  who,  under  the  former  Act,  were  Commissioners  for 
Unions  whereof  they  made  part. 

When  for  the  Scholastic  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  two  School  Commissioners  only  are  elected  to 
complete  the  number  of  five  required  by  the  law,  the  President 
of  the  election  is  respectfully  requested  to  mention  in  the 
report  which  he  is  to  make  to  this  office  agreeably  to  the 
eleventh  clause,  the  names  of  the  three  Commissioners  re- 
maining in  office. 

If,  however,  the  election  of  School  Commissioners  shall 
not  have  taken  place  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  it  mav  do 
so  on  the  second,  the  third,  the  fourth  or  the  fifth  Monday  of 
the  same  month  ;  but,  in  the  case  where  it  shall  not  have 
taken  place  between  the  first  and  the  last  Monday  of  July,  (he 
former  School  Commissioners  and  other  persons  designated  in 
the  thirteenth  clause,  may  submit  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  the  course  of  fifteen  days  subsequent  to  the  last 
Monday  of  July,  the  names  of  five  persons  eligible  to  be 
named  School  Commissioners  by  virtue  of  (he  twelfth  clause 
of  the  Act. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  School  Act  on  the  subject  of  the 
election  of  Commissioners  are  certainly  clear,  precise  and 
liberal  ;  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  municipality  cannot  fail 
to  elect,  as  School  Commissioners,  persons  possessing  general 
confidence,  competent  to  undertake  the  duties  required  of  (hem, 
and  zealous  in  the  performance  thereof.  But  if  they  should 
neglect, to  exercise  (heir  right  in  respect  to  this  matter,  and  to 
intrust  in  (he  proper  manner  the  local  administration  of  the 
law  to  the  persons  chosen   by    them    within   the   period  pre- 
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cribed  by  the  Act,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  first  Monday 
nd  the  first  fifteen  clays  immediately  following  the  last 
vlonday  of  July  as  is  provided  by  the  law  and  explained 
hove,  the  Governor  in  Council  will  have  power  by  virtue  of 
he  third  clause,  to  appoint  in  their  stead  School  Commiss- 
ioners and  all  other  Functionaries  required  for  the  operation 
f  the  Act,  according  to  its  true  signification  and  meaning. 
t  is  then  to  he  hoped  that  the  inhabitants  of  every  Munici- 
alitv  will  not  fail  to  avail  the  provisions  of  the  provisions  of 
he  law  to  exercise  in  a  proper  manner  a  right  which  they 
light  to  be  jealous  of  possessing  to  its  fullest  extent. 

It  should,  however,  be  remarked  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
.inth,  tenth,  and  fifty-sixth  clauses  of  the  present  Act,  the 
Jchool  Commissioners  and  Trustees  now  in  office,  will  con- 
nue  to  hold  the  same  until  such  time  as  they  shall  have  been 
e placed  in  the  mode  provided  by  this  Act  and  as  above  men- 
ioned,  and  that  the  persons  who  have  been  appointed  School 
ommissioners,  either  by  the  Governor-General  or  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Education,  under  the  operation  of  the  Act 
>th  Vict.  Cap.  41,  are  Commissioners  of  Education  for  the 
urpose  of  the  present  Act,  and  will  continue  to  be  in  office 
mtil  they  shall  have  been  replaced  in  the  same  manner,  not- 
withstanding any  tiling  therein  contained  to  the  contrary,  and 
hat  all  the  proceedings  of  the  School  Commissioners  and 
Trustees  in  office,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  present  Act,  are 
nade  valid,  except  in  the  case  when,  on  the  passing  of  this 
Vet,  claims  on  these  subjects  shall  have  been  involved  in 
itifiration. 

o 

The  long  period  of  their  continuance  in  office,  the  extent 
jf  their  powers  and  the  nature  of  their  duties,  more  com- 
)licated  under  the  new  Act  than  they  were  under  the  old 
>nes,  are  so  many  powerful  reasons  to  influence  the  electors 
o  make  choice  of  men  of  enlightened  minds,  conspicuous  for 
heir  moral  conduct,  and  who  are  the  friends  of  education.  I 
:annot,  therefore,  too  earnestly,  recommend  to  the  electors, 
o  the  heads  of  families  in  particular,  to  employ  in  this  eleo 
;ion  all  the  circumspection  and  care  which  its  obvious  im- 
portance demands.  Thus  only  can  be  secured  the  services  of 
Teachers  properly  qualified  and  commendable  under  the  two- 
old  aspect  of  morals  and  talent  ;  and  consequently  thus  only 
;an  be  rendered  a  just  return  for  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of 
he  contributors  to  the  great  end  and  benefit  of  education. 
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Above  all,  let  it  bc«  borne  in  mind  with  this  subject,  that  if 
it  is  ii  great  evil  to  have  no  Schools  in  a  parish,  it  can  hardly 
we  deemed  a  less  evil  to  have  only  mediocre  Schools,  sod  that, 
all  tl  sidered,  mediocre   Schools  cost  the  parties  con- 

cerned much  more  than  good  ones,  and  this  for  a  thousand 
reasons  which  i<  would  require  too  much  time  and  space 4o 
detail  here.  From  these  incontestable  facts,  we  may  conclude 
that  too  much  cannot  be  done  to  accomplish  the  establishment 
of  really  good  Schools,  and  that  it  would  be  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  have  a  few  Schools  in  operation  of  an  efficient 
character  than  to  have  a  great  number  stamped  with  medio- 
crity. The  chief  aim,  which  we  should  always  have  in  view, 
is  less  to  procure  for  all  children  an  education  of  an  inferior 
nature,  from  which  they  may  never  be  able  to  derive  any  real 
advantage,  than  to  ensure  a  practical  and  rational  education 
to  the  majority  of  the  rising  generation  which  by  the  good  use 
to  which  they  will  be  instructed  to  put  it,  shall  give  life  and 
impulse  to  the  arts,  above  all  to  agriculture,  and  in  general  to 
all  kinds  of  industry. 

Now,  the  most  certain  means  of  procuring  this  practical 
education  for  youth  will  befouud  in  the  Model-Schools.  These 
Schools  being  destined  to  offer  to  children  already  advanced  in 
their  education  the  means  of  terminating  a  course  of  studies 
adapted  to  the  ordinary  wants  of  society,  it  is  extremely 
desirable  that  the  heads  of  families  cooperate  generously  with 
the  Commissioners  to  establish  them  as  soon  as  possible 
upon  a  satisfactory  footing  in  populous  townships  and  parishes. 

If  the  inhabitants  of  every  District  are  right  in  desiring  to 
see  established  among  them  a  good  Elementary  School,  they 
should  not  have  less  at  heart  the  foncjation  also  in  every  parish 
of  a  good  Model-School,  at  which  children  of  other  Schools 
may  receive  special  instruction  in  accordance  with  their  age 
and  the  Jesirce  of  their  advancement. 

I. 

To  School  The    new    School  Commissioners  ought   to  consider  them- 

Commis^on-  sch  es  r.  sp  msible  and  liable  for  the  acts  of  their  predecessors, 
especially  all  that  relates  lo  engagements  contracted  with 
Teachers  for  the  present  year,  with  the  vendors  of  land  and 
contractors  for  the  erection  of  School  Houses  for  the  purposes 
of  former  Acts  passed  (v  the  encouragement  of  Education. 
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lu  like  manner,  the  new  Commissioners  ought  to  abstain 
from  making  any  change  in  the  division  of  parishes  or  town- 
ships into  School  Districts,  made  by  their  predecessors,  unless 
for  important  reasons,  and  to  secure  some  great  advantage  to 
education  ;  and  before  changing  the  site  of  any  School  Houses, 
or  establishing  any  new  Districts,  it  is  desirable  that  they 
consult  the  parties  interested.  As  the  removal  from  one 
place  to  another  of  a  house  is  frequently  accompanied  by 
alienation  of  the  land  upon  which  such  house  is  situate,  it  is 
necessary  in  this  case,  in  obedience  to  the  24th  clause,  that 
the  School  Commissioners  previously  obtain  the  authority  of 
the  Superintendent  to  make  such  alterations. 

The  Commissioners  should  consider  themselves  specially 
authorized  under  the  new  law,  as  they  were  under  the  pre- 
ceding Acts, — to  examine  the  Teachers, — or  assure  themselves 
that  they  have  passed  their  examination  before  the  Board  of 
Examiners  established  by  the  present  Act, — make  choice 
of  books  out  of  those  which  shall  be  recommended  to 
tbem  by  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  use  of  Schools, 
— prescribe  for  the  interior  discipline  of  Schools  placed  under 
their  control,  the  regulations  and  the  course  of  study, — and 
to  hear  and  judge  all  differences  that  may  arise  among 
them  relative  to  their  proceedings  between  the  individuals 
of  their  own  body  and  the  Teachers,  and  between  the  latter 
and  the  parents  of  their  pupils. 

When,  all  the  children  of  the  School  being  of  the  same  reli- 
gious belief,  it  is  desired  to  introduce  into  that  School  books 
having  reference  to  morality  or  religicn,  it  is  by  the  present 
Act  provided  that  the  choice  of  these  books  shall  be  left  to  the 
Parish  Priest  or  the  Minister  of  the  same  belief  as  the  chil- 
dren, as  being  the  more  competent  person. 

The  Commissioners  should  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  by  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  a  Register  of  their  proceedings  and  delibe- 
rations,— a  list  of  the  Commissioners  chosen  each  year, — all  en- 
gemenls  made  with  Teachers, — the  division  of  the  Parish  into 
Districts, — the  day  upon  which  they  visit  Schools,  &c,  in 
order  that  upon  necessity  recourse  may  be  had  to  the  same  as  to 
an  authentic  document. 

I  may  here  observe  that  the  Commissioners  ought  not  to 
choose  one  of  their  own  number  to  fill  the  place  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  on  account  of  the  anomalous  position  in  which  in 
that  case  he  would  stand  towards  the  body  to  which,  as  Secre- 
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(ary-Treasurer,  he  would  be  responsible.  The  Commissioners 
ougt  to  exact  from  the  Secretory-Treasurer  security  to  an 
amount  equal  to  at  least  double  the  sum  appropriated  to  their 
Parish  br Township  out  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  and  to 
preserve  an  accurate  copy  of  this  double  security  in  their  Re- 
gisters. 

If,  at  their  meetings,  a  difference  of  opinion  should  arise, 
they  ought  to  decide  the  question  by  the  majority  ot  votes,  as 
in  all  deliberative  bodies.  In  case  of  division,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  votes  should  be  enregistered. 

When  the  reports  of  different  Schools  of  the  same  Parish  or 
Township  shall  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  local 
Commissioners,  each  of  them  ought  to  be  signed  by  at  least 
two  of  the  body  and  by  the  Teacher  of  each  School,  and  the 
half-yearly  repoits  of  the  Commissioners  to  be  transmitted  to 
this  office  before  the  first  of  July  and  the  first  of  January  in 
each  year,  should  be  signed  by  at  least  the  majority  of  them,  of 
whom  it  will  be  desirable  that  the  President  should  be  one,  and 
by  all  the  Teachers  whose  Schools  shall  be  admitted,  according 
to  the  Formula  No.  2.  The)  ought,  however,  to  abstain  from 
including  in  this  report  the  Schools  of  those  Teachers  whose 
moral  conduct  may  have  been  found  reprehensible.  The  Com- 
missioners should  keep  a  Register  of  all  their  reports,  and  care- 
fully avoid  informalities  and  erasures,  especially  in  figures. 

The  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees,  who  shall  have 
neglected  to  conform  to  the  27th  clause,  in  transmitting  in 
proper  form  to  this  office  the  half-yearly  reports  of  the  Schools 
under  their  control,  for  the  1st  of  July  and  the  1st  of  January, 
in  each  year,  will  run  the  risk  of  losing  their  share  of  the  grant, 
according  to  the  true  tenor  and  meaning  of  this  clause  which 
contains  in  it  an  abstract  of  the  entire  law,  to  the  letter  of  which 
the  parties  interested  ought  in  all  things  strictly  to  adhere. 

In  all  other  cases  in  which  the  Commissioners  are  required 
to  render  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to  this  office,  their 
account  so  rendered  and  their  general  report  should  in  like 
manner  be  signed  by  at  least  the  majority  of  them,  of  whom 
it  is  desirable  the  President  should  be  one,  and  by  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, and  be  transmitted  to  this  office  before  the  1st 
day  of  July  in  each  year,  according  to  form  No.  5. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Commissioners  of  some  loca- 
lities have  been  so  slow  in  rendering  account  to  this  office  of 
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the  disbursement  of  the  sums  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the 
sustentation  of  Schools  during  the  years,  1S42,  1843,  1841 
and  the  earlier  portion  of  1845, — that  some  have  done  so  in  an 
irregular  manner,  and  others  have  as  yet  sent  in  none  at  all ; 
as  these  circumstances  tend  to  embarrass  this  office,  and  may 
cause  hereafter  serious  uneasiness  on  the  subject.  I  beg  there- 
fore, those  officiating  as  Commissioners,  whether  old  in  office 
or  recently  elected,  to  endeavour  to  conform  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible with  this  requisition  of  the  law. 

When  the  Commissioners  write  to  this  office  respecting  the 
management  of  Schools  and  School  Houses  under  their  control, 
it  will  be  extremely  desirable  that  they  make  a  united  repre- 
sentation, or  that  one  make  it  in  the  name  of  the  others,  after 
consultation  among  themselves,  and  not  individually,  in  order 
that  the  expense  of  letter  postage  may  not  be  too  much  in- 
creased, and  that  documents  may  not  be  too  much  multiplied  in 
this  office.  Besides  it  is  impossible  for  this  office  to  carry  on 
a  correspondence  with  every  person  chosen  to  assist  in  the 
operation  of  the  Act. 

As  it  often  happens  that  letters  sent  from  this  office  to  loca- 
lities in  which  a  Post  Office  has  not  yet  been  established,  d@ 
not  arrive,  or  reach  their  address  but  tardily,  the  School  Com- 
missioners of  places  thus  circumstanced,  are  requested  to  make 
known  to  me,  the  next  time  they  may  have  occasion  to  com- 
municate with  the  Education  Office,  to  which  Post  Office  it  will 
be  the  most  convenient  to  them  to  address  their  letters. 

The  Commissioners  should  examine  with  care  the  Teachers 
who  present  themselves  for  keeping  Schools  under  their  con- 
trol, in  order  to  convince  themselves  of  their  qualifications  and 
capacity,  and  above  all,  of  their  morality.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  bring  to  the  choice  they  will  make  of  Teachers, 
above  all  of  those  who  are  to  preside  over  Model- Schools,  ail 
the  importance  and  all  the  vigilance  that  the  true  interests  of 
the  question  demand.  By  such  a  course  only,  can  be  obtained 
from  their  services  results  good,  and  satisfactory  to  all  con- 
cerned. It  is  also  true  that  by  these  means  only  can  instruc- 
tion be  redeemed  from  the  disregard  into  which  it  has  unhap- 
pily fallen,  by  the  incapacity  and  frequently  even  by  the  immo- 
rality of  a  certain  number  of  Teachers  unworthy  of  the  name, 
or  of  any  place  in  a  rank  so  honorable  and  useful.  As,  how- 
ever, there  are  existing  Boards  of  Examiners,  the  School 
Commissioners  and  Trustees  ought  as  much  as  possible  to  in- 
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duce  those  Teachers  who  are  capable,  to  submit  to  an  exami- 
nation before  one  of  these  Hoards,  and  to  give  special  encou- 
ragement to  tiiose  among  them  who  shall  be  furnished  with 
certificate  of  capacity,   as  to  the  art  of  teaching. 

The  Commissioners  should  also  ascertain,  if  possible,  if  the 
Teachers  who  present  themselves  for  examination  are  able  to 
teach  analytical! J  the  branches  of  instruction  they  propose  to 
undertake. 

The  advice  given  to  Teachers  to  study  beforehand,  the  les- 
sons they  have  to  explain  to  their  Scholars,  if  it  were  followed, 
would  be  an  excellent  means  of  making  instruction  successful. 

As  the  Teachers  will  be  of  two  kinds,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  speak  of  their  respective  qualifications. 

The  Teachers  of  Elementary  Schools  ought  to  be  able  to 
teach  correctly,  to  read  and  to  write, — Arithmetic  to  the  Rule 
of  Three  inclusive, — the  elements  of  Grammar  and  of  Geography, 
commencing  with  that  of  Canada,  after  the  first  general  no- 
tions of  the  science  have  been  taught.  I  cannot  too  highly 
recommend  the  practice  of  instructing  the  children  in  Arith- 
metic at  a  proper  age. 

With  respect  to  the  Teachers  who  will  have  to  preside  over 
Model-Schools,  they  should  be  able  to  teach,  besides  reading 
and  writing,  the  French  and  English  Grammars  by  principle 
and  analytically, — Geography, — the  rudiments  of  History,  of 
the  Epistolary  Art, — Arithmetic  in  all  its  parts, — Linear  Design 
and  Book-Keeping.  It  would  also  be  very  desirable  to  exer- 
cise the  pupils  in  declamation  as  well  public  as  private. 
They  should  also  teach  their  pupils  to  construe  latin  and 
to  consult  the  Dictionary,  as  well  as  the  Geographical  Maps 
and  the  Globes,  instructing  them  how  to  travel  from  one  coun- 
try to  another  in  the  easiest,  shortest  and  most  secure  manner, 
and  especially  to  those  countries  the  natural  and  artificial  pro- 
ductions of  which  serve  to  sustain  commerce.  The  use  of  a 
black  Board  would  be  admirably  adapted  for  instructing  the 
children  in  the  art  of  design, — in  tracing  out  particular  routes, — 
in  calculation, — orthography, — grammatical  analysis  and  logic, 
and  also  in  the  construction  of  sentences. 

In  the  Model-Schools,  the  children  should  be  exercised  in 
composition,  above  all  in  the  Epistolary  Art.  Nothing,  indeed, 
can  more  efficaciously  contribute  to  train  young  men  to  useful 
habits  of  business  than  to  exercise  them  in  the  composition  of 
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letters  upon  practical  subjects,  as  well  as  in  the  making  out  of 
receipts  and  drawing  up  promissory  notes,  in  keeping  accounts, 
and  in  the  keeping  of  journals  and  books  by  single  and  double 
entry.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  the  Commissioners; 
for  the  use  of  the  Schools  under  their  control,  a  little  Treatise 
upon  the  Art  of  letter  writing,  published  by  Mr.  P.  Gendron,  St. 
Vincent  street,  and  which  may  be  had,  at  a  reasonable  price, 
of  the  french  booksellers  at  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

As  the  Model-Schools  are  intended  to  furnish  the  children 
with  a  complete  practical  education  fit  to  answer  the  various 
wants  of  society  in  general,  and  as  a  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
ples of  agriculture  should  hold  no  inconsiderable  place  in  an 
education  of  this  kind,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  School  Com- 
missioners should  direct  the  art  to  be  taught  in  the  Model- 
Schools,  and  they  should  do  all  in  their  power  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Teachers,  as  also  of  those  of  the  Elementary 
Schools,  grounds  as  spacious  as  possible,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  cultivated  by  themselves  and  their  pupils,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  School  Commissioners  and  for  their  own 
profit.  The  Treatise  upon  agriculture  by  Mr.  Evans,  and 
likewise  that  by  the  late  Jos.  F.  Perrault,  respecting  the  art 
of  culture  on  a  small  and  on  a  large  scale,  might  be  found  useful 
for  effecting  this  purpose. 

While  bestowing  an  especial  care  upon  the  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction  of  the  children,  the  School  Commissioners 
should  not  deem  it  too  much  to  extend  to  them  also  an  educa- 
tion comprising  within  its  limits  the  science  of  agriculture,  me- 
chanical arts  and  commerce,  and  to  make  them  as  useful  as 
circumstances  will  allow. 

In  those  localities  where  a  difference  of  religious  belief  exists, 
it  is  of  importance  that  the  books  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
inculcating  principles  of  morality  and  religion,  should  contain 
nothing  having  relation  to  any  faith  in  particular.  I  conceive 
it,  therefore,  my  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  for  the  use 
of  Schools  of  the  books  which,  under  similar  circumstances  are 
employed  in  the  Schools  in  Ireland.  These  are  certainly  accord- 
ing to  general  belief,  the  best  books  that  could  be  used  in  the 
Common  Schools  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  to  the  children 
of  different  religions,  the  requisite  degree  of  instruction. 
These  books  may  be  procured  at  a  reasonable  price  of  Messrs. 
Armour  &  Ramsay,  Booksellers  at  Montreal,  St.  Francois- 
Xavier  street. 

4, 
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Although  the  resident  Visitors  in  every  Parish  or  Township 
arc  required  at  least  once  in  every  year,  to  visit  the  Schools 
established  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  nevertheless  the  spirit  of  (he 
Jaw  and  the  interest  felt  in  these  Schools,  demand  that  the 
Commissioners  themselves  should  visit  them  several  times  in 
the  course  of  the  scholastic  year.  They  arc  the  more  expected 
to  do  this,  because  they  are  the  only  persons  responsible  fur 
the  management  of  the  Schools  placed  under  their  control.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  one  at  least  should  visit  regularly  once  a 
month  all  the  Schools. 

The  motive  oi  emulation  should  not  be  left  unprovided  for 
in  Schools,  because  from  that  source  arises  much  advantage  to 
the  parents  and  the  scholars.  Among  the  principal  means  of 
creating  and  promoting  a  laudable  ambition  in  Schools,  may 
be  named  the  giving  of  points  for  good  lessons,  and  the  public 
examinations.  Prizes  of  books  held  out  to  the  children,  tend 
more  than  any  other  species  of  rewards  to  produce  this  effect. 
The  presentation  of  books  to  the  children  as  prizes,  serves  to 
keep  up  a  spirit  of  emulation,  and  gives  them  instruction  on 
some  useful  subject  at  the  same  time.  Little  tracts  are  easily 
to  be  had,  and  may  be  distributed  amongst  the  children  with 
very  good  effect,  while  they  will  hardly  cost  more  than  one 
penny  each  volume,  when  procured  by  the  dozen. 

Henceforth,  the  most  advisable  period  for  the  public  exa- 
minations of  Schools  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners 
will  be  about  the  end  of  June  and  December  in  each  year. 
Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  the  observance  of 
this  excellent  mode  of  judging  of  the  capacity  and  labours  of 
the  Teachers  as  well  as  of  the  progress  made  by  the  children, 
the  most  diligent  of  whom  should  be  rewarded  in  presence  of 
their  parents  and  friends.  But  the  School  Commissioners 
should  be  particularly  careful  in  distributing  the  prizes  indis- 
criminately to  the  children  at  the  same  examination  and  in  the 
same  proportion,  as  I  have  myself  witnessed  instances  where 
an  opposite  course  has  been  the  means  of  destroying  all  spirit 
of  emulation  among  them,  instead  of  exciting  and  preserving 
the  same. 

Another  excellent  means  of  emulation  would  be  in  entering 
upon  the  Registers  of  the  School  the  names  of  the  children  re- 
warded at  the  public  examination  of  each  half-year.  This 
examination  should  be  presided  over  by  at  least  the  majority  of 
the  Commissioners  ar:d  Visitors  of  the  locality  :  all  possible 
interest  and  solemnity  should  be  given  to  the  occasion. 
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It  will  be  important  that  the  Commissioners  enter  into  written 
engagements  with  the  Teachers,  naming  therein  the  sum  they 
agree  to  pay  them  ;  and  the  Teachers  should  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  those  documents.  Bit  it  is  not  necessary  to  make 
these  engagements  before  a  Notary. 

It  will  be  equally  important  that  the  Commissioners  make 
regulations  for  the  proper  administration  of  Schools,  and  that 
the  Teachers  be  furnished  with  a  copy  and  required  strictly  to 
observe  them ;  otherwise,  they  cannot  reckon  upon  either  re*< 
gularity  or  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  instruction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Schools,  nor  upon  that  success  which  the  govern- 
ment and  the  subscribers  have  a  right  to  expect. 

The  School  hours  may  be  limited  to  five  hours  a  day.  In 
winter,  on  account  of  the  distance  at  which  many  children  may 
live  and  the  bad  weather,  it  may  be  proper  to  assemble  them 
but  once  a  day,  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  giving  a  little  time  about  the  middle 
of  the  day  for  collation,  at  which  the  Teachers  should  consider 
it  their  duty  to  exercise  an  immediate  supervision  upon  their 
scholars.  Longer  time  should  be  assigned  for  study  in  the 
Model-Schools,  at  least  as  regards  certain  classes  of  students 
therein. 

The  Commissioners  should  require  the  Teachers  to  keep  a 
daily  journal  resembling  that  which  was  kept  under  the  Educa- 
tion Act  passed  in  1831,  and  which  expired  in  1836.  A  form 
for  the  journal  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  these  instructions. 
By  the  medium  of  this  journal,  Teachers  will  be  able  upon 
occasion  to  render  a  satisfactory  account  as  well  to  the  Com- 
missioners as  to  Visitors,  or  to  the  Superintendent,  of  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  their  Schools.  A  copy  of  this  journal  need  not 
be  sent  to  this  office,  but  only  to  that  of  the  Commissioners,  at 
least  fifteen  days  before  the  half-yearly  examination. 

The  Commissioners  ought  to  see  that  the  Schools  are  open 
for  at  least  8  months  each  year,  that  is  to  say,  at  least  four 
months  in  each  half-yearly  period  with  the  number  of  scholars 
required  by  law,  viz  :  15  at  the  bast  being  present  everyday. 
They  ought  to  satisfy  themselves,  through  the  means  of  the 
daily  journal,  that  the  number  of  scholars  prescribed  by  the 
law  has  been  present  each  day  at  School,  and  where  it  shall 
appear  to  have  been  otherwise,  cause  the  Teacher  to  make  up 
for  the  number  of  days  upon  which  there  shall  have  been  fewer 
than  15  children  at  School,  during  the  period  of  eight  months, 
out  of  the  remaining  four  months  of  the  year. 
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The  period  of  four  months,  in  question,  is  intended  to  enable 
the  Teachers  to  make  up  for  lost  time  arising  from  sickness  or 
absence,  and  to  give  the  eldest  children  holy-days  during  the 
season  of  field  labour,  or  at  any  other  time,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

There  can  be  but  one  School  in  each  district  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Commissioners,  unless  indeed  there  may  be  a  Girls' 
School  for  the  municipality,  such  as  is  provided  for  by  the  30th 
clause  of  the  present  Act,  or  unless  there  should  be  one  of  those 
dissentient  Schools  such  as  is  provided  for  by  the  26th  clause 
of  the  same  Act*  The  said  Girls'  School  cannot  be  a  Model- 
School,  the  Model-School  being  intended  for  Boys  only. 

The  School  Commissioners  should  adhere  to  the  intention  of 
the  law  as  much  as  circumstances  will  allow,  in  compelling 
the  children  to  attend  the  Schools  in  their  own  districts,  except 
in  those  cases  where  they  frequent  a  Model  or  Girls'  School. 
Too  great  a  number  of  children  assembling  in  one  and  the  same 
School  might  prove  considerably  injurious  to  their  behaviour  as 
well  to  their  health  and  the  progress  they  ought  to  make  in  vir- 
tue and  knowledge. 

It  must  be  understood  that  these  dissentient  Schools  are  only 
entitled  to  such  a  proportion  of  the  School  grant  as  the  religious 
denomination  in  whose  favour  they  are  established  bears  to  the 
whole  population  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  16  years 
of  the  Municipality,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  were  in  possession  of  a  School  House 
attended  by  the  number  of  children  required  by  the  law. 
These  will  have  the  right  of  claiming  out  of  the  local  funds 
the  amounts  for  which  the  dissentient  inhabitants  shall  have 
been  assessed. 

The  Schools  and  the  other  Educational  Institutions,  in  whose 
favour  grants  have  been  made  by  special  Acts,  of  which,  in  the 
towns  and  in  the  country,  several,  under  the  name  of  Academies, 
exist,  can  claim  no  part  of  the  funds  given  by  the  present  Act 
for  Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  to  pay 
for  teaching  a  language  which  is  not  that  of  the  majority  of  the 
children  attending  the  School,  nor  to  aid  in  the  purchase  of 
books.  It  is,  however,  extremely  important  to  provide  the 
necessary  books  for  the  Schools  and  in  as  uniform  a  manner  as 
possible.  It  is  equally  important  to  furnish  suitable  books  for 
reading,  upon  morality,  religion,  agriculture,  history,  the  com- 
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mon  sciences  and  the  mechanical  arts.  I  cannot  too  earnestly 
exhort  the  School  Commissioners  and  other  friends  of  popular 
instruction,  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  subscribe  towards 
raising  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  Schools, 
and  to  establish  in  each  Municipality  a  public  library,  access  to 
which  should  be  easy  to  all.  The  foundation  of  public  libra- 
ries to  consist  of  a  selection  of  such  books  as  may  be  most  use- 
ful to  the  people,  would  conduce  much  to  the  advantage  of 
society,  in  fact,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  too  highly  the  re- 
sults of  such  an  institution. 

The  Commissioners  may  apply  more  or  less  than  £50  to  the 
building  of  a  School  out  of  the  balances  of  1842  and  of  1843, 
when  the  sum  appropriated  to  the  Municipality  for  this  object 
will  permit  it,  subject  to  the  following  conditions,  to  ascertain  ; 
1st.  that  the  building  will  be  furnished  and  ready  to  serve  the 
purpose  for  which  it  has  been  undertaken  ;  2nd.  that  a  regis- 
tered copy  of  the  Act  of  Cession,  made  to  the  School  Commis- 
sioners or  Trustees,  under  the  operation  of  the  former  Educa- 
tional laws,  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  house  is  erected 
shall  be  transmitted  to  this  office  ;  the  Act  of  cession  of  this  site 
should  be  made  without  any  reservations  whatsoever,  except  to 
serve  under  the  School  Commissioners  and  their  legitimate  Suc- 
cessors in  office  for  the  object  of  Education  being  perpetuated  ; 
3rd.  that  a  certificate  of  three  Arbitrators  (chosen  by  the  Com- 
missioners out  of  the  districts  where  the  building  is  erected) 
as  to  the  value  of  the  site  and  of  the  house,  according  to  form 
No.  1,  be  transmitted  to  this  office;  and  4th.  that  a  plan  or 
drawing  of  the  entire  establishment,  according  to  form  No.  4, 
be  also  forwarded  to  this  office. 

They  may  also  have  assistance  from  the  same  funds  for  ma- 
terial repairs  to  School  Houses  built  under  the  authority  of 
former  Education  Act,  and  upon  the  same  conditions  ;  and  it 
should  be  understood  that  there  will  be  granted,  as  aid  for  build- 
ing and  repairing,  only  a  sum  equal  and  no  more  to  the  moiety 
of  the  total  cost. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  repeat  in  this  place  the  notice  I  have 
already  given,  viz  :  that  the  grant  for  the  building  or  repair- 
ing of  School  Houses  will  not  be  sent  to  those  Municipalities 
entitled  to  receive  the  same,  except  in  the  case  where  the 
proper  documents  shall  have  been  transmitted  in  good  form  to 
this  office.  Those  localities  only  can  claim  which  are  notified 
by  the  circular  as  being  entitled  to  a  balance.     It  is  desirable 
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that  they  should  put   themselves  in  the  proper  position  to  re- 
ceive the  amount  in  the  course  of  two  years  from  this  i 
otherwise  they  will  expose  themselves  to   the  risk   of  seeing 
the  same  transferred   to  other  localities  tor  like  purposes,  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  of  the  49th  clause. 

There  is  but  one  mode  of  proceeding  open  to  the  S< •'. 
Commissioners  charged  by  the  law  to  raise  a  sum  equal  in 
amount  to  the  public  grant  for  any  particular  Municipality, 
that  is  to  say,  the  recourse  to  general  assessment,  rateablv  ac- 
cording to  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Municipality.  This  mode  of  contribution  is  advantageously 
practised  in  all  countries  in  which  a  system  of  Education  has 
been  established,  and  works  with  uniformity  and  success.  It 
is  in  this  mode  also  the  inhabitants  of  Upper-Canada  contri- 
bute towards  the  education  of  children,  and  that  in  the  greater 
part  of  Lower-Canada,  the  means  are  raised  for  building 
churches,  parish  houses,  bridges,  &c,  and  the  people  are 
perfectly  accustomed  to  it.  It  is  in  all  cases  the  most  regular, 
just,  sure  and  efficacious  mode  of  contributing  to  a  public  un- 
dertaking. 

The  School  Commissioners  are  by  the  33th  clause  of  the 
present  Act,  directed  to  cause  a  valuation  of  all  property  to 
be  made  in  the  course  of  two  months  after  receiving  notice, 
under  pain  of  a  fine,  not  less  tham  £2  10s.  ;  but  in  virtue  of 
the  39th  clause  they  are  for  the  first  year  only  during  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  September  next,  to  impose  the 
rate  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  entire  scholastic  year  to  cause 
the  amount  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  on  de- 
mand. 

The  12th  article  of  the  21st  clause,  and  the  acknowledged 
interests  of  Education  require  that  the  School  Commissioners 
exact  to  the  last  fraction,  the  sums  above  mentioned  as  those 
to  be  paid  monthly  for  each  resident  child  not  under  5  years  or 
over  1G  years  of  age,  with  the  exception  of  idiots,  lunatics  and 
those  whose  parents  are  in  indigent  circumstances.  Now,  a 
person  may  be  poor  without  being  absolutely  in  want,  and 
even  the  poorest  people  treated  with  indulgence  by  the  Com- 
missioners on  this  account,  will  be  able  by  the  terms  of  the 
law,  to  pay  at  least  three  pence  per  month  for  each  of  their 
children  of  an  age  to  attend  the  Schools,  during  S  months  in 
the  Elementary  Schools,  and  in  the  Model-Schools  during  the 
Whole  period  of  their  duration. 
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The  present  law,  like  that  of  the  session  of  1845,  establish- 
ing new  rules  for  the  distribution  of  the  grants  amongst  the 
different  localities,  has  imposed  upon  me  the  task  of  making 
fresh  calculations,  of  which  circumstances  I  have  hitherto 
been  unable  to  inform  you.  Agreeably  to  these  calculations, 
the  annual  portion  belonging  to  the  Municipality  of 

according  to  the  census  of  its  population, 
upon  the  grant  of  the  Legislature,  is  £  ,  and  the 

sum  to  which  the  same  Municipality  is  entitled,  as  an  aid  for 
building  or  repairing  the  School  Houses  upon  the  balance  of 
1342  and  1343,  according  to  the  above  regulations,  is  £ 

II. 

Dissentient  Schools  should  be  in  all  cases  governed  by  three 
Trustees  named  for  the  purpose  by  the  dissentient  inhabitants, 
as  was  done  under  the  last  Act.  There  ought  to  be  but  one 
body  of  Trustees  for  all  the  dissentient  Schools  in  each  Muni- 
cipality. 

The  Trustees  of  dissentient  Schools  have  the  same  duties  to 
fulfil  and  the  same  powers  to  exercise  as  the  Commissioners 
for  the  o-overnment  of  Schools  under  their  control. 


o 


They  ought  to  report  to  this  office  respecting  the  Schools 
under  their  control  at  the  same  period  as  is  designated  by  the 
law  for  the  peiformance  of  that  duty  by  the  School  Commis- 
sioners, in  following  the  form  No.  2  subjoined. 

They  ought  also  to  render  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  expended  that  patt  of  the  Government  Grant  placed 
at  their  disposal,  following  the  form  No.  5  subjoined,  substi- 
tuting only  the  word  Trustees  for  that  of  Commissioners. 

They  should  exact  from  the  Teachers  the  keeping  of  a  Jour- 
nal similar  to  that  required  from  the  Teachers  of  Schools  under 
the  control  of  the  Commissioners. 

It  will  be  observed  however,  that  the  21st  clause  of  the 
present  Act,  placing  at  the  disposition  of  School  Commissioners 
all  the  lands  and  School  Houses  acquired,  given  to,  or  erected 
under  the  authority  of  former  Education  Acts  or  of  the  present 
Act,  gives  no  power  or  right  to  the  Trustees  of  dissentient 
Schools  to  demand  the  use  or  possession  of  the  like  property, 
unless  they  were  in  possession  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act. 
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The  present  Act  authorizes  the  establishment  of  dissentient 
Schools  only  upon  the  ground  of  religious  difference,  and  to  the 
inhabitants  only  forming  the  minority. 

In  all  their  communications  with  this  office,  the  Trustees  of 
dissentient  Schools  will  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  as  the 
School  Commissioners. 

The  law  relating  to  Oommon  Schools  does  not  recognize 
Independent  Schools. 

III. 

Upon  the  Secretary-Treasurer  devolve  large  responsibilities, 
of  which  he  is  to  account  as  well  to  this  office  as  to  the  Com- 
missioners, for  the  sums  which  have  passed  through  his  hands 
for  Educational  purposes.  He  should  be  provided  with  a  con- 
venient place  for  his  office  and  the  custody  of  his  books  of  ac- 
counts, to  which  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  Municipality, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Education  should  have  access  at  all 
times.  In  his  method  of  keeping  his  books,  which  should  at 
the  least  consist  of  a  Journal  and  Ledger,  in  which  he  will  enter 
separately  the  receipts  and  expenses,  he  should  follow  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Commissioners,  as  well  also  as  in  the  manner  of 
rendering  his  accounts. 

The  School  Commissioners  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  are 
authorized  by  the  39th  clause  to  receive  from  the  Rate-payers 
the  amount  of  the  assessment  in  produce,  at  their  discretion. 
In  those  cases  where  the  School  Commissioners  shall  deem  it 
proper  to  permit  the  Rate-payers  to  pay  over  the  whole  amount 
or  a  part  of  their  assessments  to  the  Teachers  themselves  by 
adopting  a  resolution  to  this  effect  for  the  greater  convenience 
of  both  parties,  this  resolution  should  direct  that,  as  a  condition 
of  the  transaction,  the  Rate-payers  should  receive  from  the  Tea- 
chers a  receipt  mentioning  the  quality  and  price  of  the  produce, 
and  such  receipt  should  be  signed  by  two  School  Commissioners 
in  token  of  their  approval,  after  which  it  should  be  returned  to 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  in  the  place  of  a  like  amount  in  money. 
This  precaution  is  necessary  for  a  number  of  reasons  which  it 
will  be  useless  to  detail  hero. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  sum  required  to  equal  in 
amount  the  Government  Grant  ought  not  to  be  borrowed,  or 
simply  settled  by  promises. 
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At  the  foot,  or  on  the  back  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners, it  will  be  requisite  to  write  a  certificate  of  the 
amount  placed  in  their  hands  for  the  maintenance  of  the  School 
of  the  Municipality,  and  not  separately,  in  order  not  too  much 
to  increase  the  cost  of  postage.  (See  form  No.  2.)  The  Secre- 
tary-Treasurers who  have  already  forwarded  their  certificates 
should  send  in  new  ones  at  the  foot  of  the  annual  report  for  the 
present  year  and  of  the  half-yearly  report  for  each  portion  of 
future  years. 

IV. 

The  Managers  should  be  such  trustworthy  persons  as  the 
School  Commissioners  could  associate  with  themselves  as  col- 
leagues to  aid  them  in  the  local  administration  of  the  School 
Houses  in  each  District,  such  as  superintending  the  building  and 
repairing  of  them,— inspecting  the  firewood  and  cleanliness, — 
seeing  that  all  the  property  real  and  personal  belonging  thereto 
is  in  a  proper  state,— and  watching  over  the  good  order  of  the 
Schools,  and   facilitating  the  management  thereof  as  much  as 


With  respect  to  the  health  and  education  of  the  children,  it  is 
extremely  important  that  the  Schools  should  be  kept  in  a  state 
of  perfect  cleanliness, — be  properly  warmed  and  ventilated  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  Care  should  however  be  taken  not 
to  overheat  the  houses,  as  an  excess  of  warmth,  protracted  and 
concentrated  on  one  point,  might  cause  illness  amongst  the 
children.  Too  much  cold  also,  especially  damp  cold,  would  be 
equally  dangerous.  I  cannot  too  particularly  recommend  these 
points  respecting  the  preservation  of  health  to  the  School  Com- 
missioners, Managers  and  Teachers. 

V. 

TheVisitors  in  each  Municipality  are  the  local  Councils  of  tta 
Commissioners,  to  whom  may  be  made  all  representations  in 
the  interest  of  the  Schools  under  their  control.  The  observa- 
tion applies  equally  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  whom 
they  are  to  assist,  'according  to  circumstances,  in  the  difficult 
execution  of  his  duties.  In  all  cases,  the  confidence  reposed  in 
them  by  the  Legislature,  and  the  peculiar  functions  assigned  to 
them  under  the  School  Laws,  will  be  motives  sufficient  to 
induce  the  exercise  of  all  the  influence  of  their  position  and  ta- 
lents, above  all  things  to  stimulate  the  zeal  of  all  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  direction  of  Schools. 
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It  is  particularly  desirable  that  they  should  assist  at  the  public 
■examinations  Off  the  Schools,  which  will  take  place  twice  a 
year,  in  order  to  give  importance  by  their  presence  bo  the  oc- 
casion. 

VI. 

In  the  interest  of  Education  and  of  the  Teachers  themselves, 
I  feel  that  I  cannot  too  earnestly  exhort  them  to  submit  to  an  ex- 
amination before  one  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners, — to  attach 
themselves  to  one  or  other  of  theTeachers'  Associations, — and  to 
observe  that  line  of  conduct,  within  the  precinct  of  their  Schools 
and  in  all  their  social  relations,  that  may  be  the  best  calculated  to 
maintain  the  true  dignity  of  their  calling,  so  that  all  their  actions 
and  words  may  con>titute  new  claims  to  consideration.  They 
should  be  ever  mindful  that  the  education  which  it  is  their  duty 
above  all  things  to  give  to  infancy  and  youth,  is  a  moral  edu- 
cation, and  that  the  lessons  of  morality  are  taught  more  by  the 
force  of  example  than  by  words. 

Better  would  it  be  in  most  cases  to  leave  a  child  in  his  state 
of  ignorance  than  receive  instruction  from  the  lips  of  vice  ;  for, 
although  ignorant,  his  heart  would  be  pure,  whereas  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  for  a  child,  so  susceptible  are  children  to 
all  impressions,  to  remain  virtuous  who  has  daily  before  his 
eyes  the  example  of  vice.  The  School  Teacher  of  the  Rural 
Districts  should  never  forget  that  the  eyes  of  a  whole  parish  are 
upon  him,  and  that  he  more  than  any  other  owes  to  his  fellow 
parishioners  the  example  of  an  irreprochable  life.  He  should 
remember  that  a  Teacher's  intluence  with  his  pupils  is  in  the 
proportion  of  their  respect  for  him,  and  that  their  respect  is  in 
proportion  to  that  entertained  for  him  by  society. 

I  cannot  too  earnestly  exhort  the  Teachers  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  vacations  and  all  other  favorable  opportunities 
which  may  occur  for  perfecting  themselves  in  the  Lancastrian 
and  Analytical  Systems  of  Teaching,  in  Composition  and  Linear 
Design  as  applied  to  Manufactures  and  the  Mechanical  Arts, 
and  instructing  themselves  in  the  most  approved  Methods  of 
Teaching  in  vogue  in  the  distinguished  Educational  Institutions 
in  our  Cities.  Any  particular  information  they  may  obtain 
upon  these  points  might  occasion  many  beneficial  changes 
among  them,  and  place  them  in  a  position  to  advance  at  once 
their  own  education  and  improve  their  method  of  teaching  in 
the  Schools  under  their  management. 
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School  Teachers  are  by  law  entirely  subject,  in  all  tbatcon- 
;erns  the  management  of  their  Schools,  to  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  or  Trustees,  and  beyond  certain  particular  and 
sxceptional  cases,  it  will  be  to  them  they  should  address  them- 
selves, and  not  to  this  office. 

They  should  not  forget  that  they  are  at  all  times  liable  to 
he  visitation  of  the  Superintendent  and  Visitors  of  Schools, 
and  ought  to  be  always  ready  to  reply  to  questions  which  it  may 
be  deemed  advisable  to  put  to  them  upon  matters  connected 
with  their  Schools. 

A  constant  supervision  upon  the  children  is  a  very  impor- 
tant point,  as  upon  this  frequently  depends  their  progress  in 
virtue  and  knowledge.  The  use  of  a  desk  slightly  elevated  in 
each  School,  and  more  particularly  where  the  Scholars  are 
numerous,  will  afford  the  Teacher  an  easy  means  of  inspecting 
conveniently  all  the  children  committed  to  his  charge. 

This  supervision  might  also  be  extended  to  some  School  hours 
every  day,  besides  the  class  hours,  in  the  Model-Schools.  It 
would  be  the  means  of  causing  the  children  to  employ  their 
time  in  a  useful  manner,  of  which  there  is  the  greater  need  in 
order  to  complete  a  practical  course.  The  Teachers  might  du- 
ring School  hours,  themselves  study,  and  prepare  their  materials 
for  the  next  class. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  pre- 
scribe certain  rules  for  the  Teachers,  because  they  are  of  a  gen- 
eral and  easy  application,  and  cannot  in  any  measure  interfere 
with  the  particular  regulations  it  may  please  the  Commissioners 
to  direct  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  Schools  under  their  control. 

1st.  All  the  Teachers  being  appointed  to  promote  a  like  end, 
they  should  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit  and  zeal,  and  do 
all  in  their  power  to  diffuse  peace  and  harmony  among  their 
Scholars. 

2nd.  As  the  advantage  of  education  does  not  so  much  consist 
in  the  correcting  of  faults  as  in  the  prevention  thereof,  the 
Teachers  should,  as  much  as  possible,  make  their  exactness  and 
supervision  a  chief  means  of  driving  away  from  their  Scholars 
those  errors  which  negligence  on  their  part  might  engender. 

3rd.  A  most  important  part  of  their  duty  will  be  the  study- 
ing the  characters  of  their  pupils,  in  order  to  inspire  them  by 
their  instructions,  and  especially  by  their  example,  with  a  love 
of  virtue,  industry  and  knowledge. 
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4th.  The  Teachers  should  study  as  much  as  possible  to  in- 
spire their  pupils  with  confidence  in  themselves;  for  children, 
not  less  than  grown  up  people,  require  to  possess  confidence  in 
their  own  abilities  before  they  can  attain  success.  Besides  x 
this,  they  should,  on  all  occasions,  treat  the  children  with  regard 
and  politeness,  encouraging  them  in  virtue  and  industry  by 
remarks  and  commendation  applied  at  the  proper  time,  for  these 
are  the  best  means  of  inspiring  them  with  that  confidence  and 
self  respect  of  which  they  stand  in  need. 

5th.  Their  attention  should  not  be  limited  to  the  mere  culti- 
vation of  the  talents  of  their  pupils,  but  they  should  look  upon 
it  as  a  primary  part  of  their  duty,  to  form  their  manners,  ai:d 
more  particularly  to  excite  in  them  sentiments  of  morality  and 
religion. 

6th.  They  should  never  use  severity,  except  when  all  other 
means  of  making  an  impression  upon  an  honest  and  sensible 
mind  shall  have  failed,  and  then  never  without  having  first 
consulted  at  least  the  President  of  the  School  Commissioners. 

7th.  In  addition  to  the  directions  enumerated  above,  the 
Teachers  should  pay  particular  attention  to  every  thing  con- 
cerning the  health  of  the  Scholars ;  this  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant points. 

8th.  They  should  form  the  minds  of  the  children  in  habits 
of  cleanliness,  good  behaviour  and  decorum,  teaching  them  to 
regard  these  matters  in  the  light  of  social  virtues  indispensable 
in  all  our  dealings  with  our  fellow  creatures.  And,  as  true 
politeness  consists  neither  in  vain  complimentary  forms,  nor  in 
merely  outward  demonstrations,  but  takes  its  rise  out  of  those 
sentiments  of  charity  which  all  persons  ought  to  possess  for  each 
other,  the  Teachers,  to  engender  such  proper  behaviour,  peace 
and  harmony  amongst  their  pupils,  ought  to  spare  no  effort  to 
excite  and  maintain  between  them,  sentiments  of  christian 
union,  of  reciprocal  benevolence  and  brotherly  love. 

9th.  In  order  to  sustain  themselves  against  those  feelings  of 
anxiety  and  disgust,  inevitable  in  the  instruction  of  youth,  the 
School  Teachers  should  reflect  upon  the  importance  of  the  task 
assigned  them  ;  they  should  consider  for  how  much  they  are 
responsible,  not  only  to  society  in  general,  but  even  to  God 
himself— the  author  of  all  knowledge  and  all  good ;  and  not 
content  with  their  own  exertions  in  acquiring  the  art  of  training 
up  children  in  wisdom  and  virtue,  they  should  have  recourse  to 
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the  advice  of  the  most  experienced   Masters  in  the   Art  of 
Teaching. 

10th.  As  children  even  more  than  men  are  influenced  by  out- 
ward appearance,  and  it  concerns  the  Teacher  to  neglect  no 
means  of  securing  the  consideration  of  his  Scholars,  he  should 
never  appear  before  them  but  in  cleanly  and  decent  attire.  I 
should  even  recommend,  especially  to  the  Teachers  of  Model- 
Schools,  to  wear,  during  the  School  hours,  the  Academic  Robe. 
I  could  cite  the  example  of  many  Teachers,  who,  at  my  sug- 
gestion, have  adopted  the  practice,  the  excellent  effects  of 
which  I  have  myself  had  the  means  of  judging. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  ME1LLEUR,  S.  E. 
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SCHEDULES 


(No.  l.) 

Form  of  Certificate  to  be  given  by  Arbitrators  appointed  to 
value  School  Houses  for  which  a  portion  of  the  public 
money  granted  for  that  purpose  is  demanded. 

We,  A.  B.,  C.  D.,  and  E.  F.,  Arbitrators  appointed  to 
value  the  ground  and  the  public  School  House  of  the  District 
No.  in  the  Municipality  of  in  the  County 

of  certify  that  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  the 

ground  is  worth  £  current  money  of  this  Province, 

and   the    house    constructed  thereon,  with    its  dependencies, 
£  of  the  like  currency. 

Signature  of  Arbitrators  and  date. 

(If  aid  is  asked  for  the  repairs  of  School  Houses,  the  Arbitra- 
tors will  state  in  their  Certificate  the  value  of  such  repairs.) 
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No.  6. 

Certificate  of  voluntary  contribution. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Municipality 
of  ,  certify  that  I  have  received  by  voluntary 

contribution,  from  the  contributors  of  the  said  Municipality 
(or  of  the  District  No.  of  the  said  Municipality)  the  sum 
of  equal  to  that  granted  by  the  Government. 

In  attestation  of  which  I  have  sworn  to  the  present  certificate 
before  ,  Esq..  J.  P. 

,  this  day  of  18     . 

Signature. 

I,  the  undersigned,   Commissioner,    (or  President   of  the 
Commissioners  in  the  Municipality  of  hereby 

certify  that  I  have  received  by  voluntary  contribution  from 
the  contributors  of  the  said  Municipality  (or  of  the  contributors 
of  the  District  No.  of  the  said  Municipality)   the  sum  of 

equal  to  that  granted  by  the  Government. 

In  attestation  of  which   I  have  certified   the  same   on  oath 
before  ,  Esq.,  J.  P. 

,  this  day  of  18     . 

Signature. 


No.  7. 

Certificate  of  Visitors  with  regard  to  poor  Municipalities. 

We,  the  undersigned,  School  Visitors,  certify  that  the  facts 
alleged  in  the  above  representation  are  to  our  personal  know- 
ledge, that  the  School  law  has  been  put  bond  fide  into  operation 
in  the  said  Municipality,  that  we  have  visited  the  Schools,  and 
have  been  satisfied. 

Done  at  this         day  of         18     . 

Signature  of  three  Visitors, 
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No.  8. 

Form  of  receipt  in  duplicate,  to  be  transmitted  by  every 
Secretary-Treasurer  to  the  Superintendent  so  soon  as 
he  shall  fuive  received  a  letter  of  remittance. 

£0     0     0 

Received  of  Superintendent  of  Education,  the 

sum  of  £  being  the  amount  of  the  Government  Grant 

for  six  months  of  the  year  18  (or  to  aid  in  the 

construction  of  the  house  of  District  No.     ). 
this  day  of  18     . 

A.  B., 

Sec-Treas. 


No.  9. 

Form  of  engagement  of  Teachers  which  must  be  taken  to 
the  Registry  of  the  School  Municipality,  and  a  copy 
of  which  must  be  delivered  to  the  Teacher  on  his 
demand. 

We,  the  undersigned,  School  Commissioners  of  the  Muni- 
cipality of  of  the  one  part,  and  A.  B.,  Teacher,  of 
the  other  part,  acknowledge  by  these  presents  that  we  have 
mutually  consented  to  the  following  engagement,  that  is  to 
say  :  of  the  part  of  A.  B.  to  keep  a  School  in  the  District  No. 
of  the  said  Municipality,  in  accordance  with  the  present 
laws  of  education  and  with  the  regulations  established  by  the 
Commissioners  of  this  Municipality,  during  the  months, 
to  date  from  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ; 
and  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  to  pay  him  the  sum  of 
£                     as  follows  : 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  signed  respectively  in  the 
qualities  as  above  mentioned. 

Done  at         this         18     . 
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Education  Office;. 

Montreal,  4th  Juney  1849, 

.Circular  No.  12. 

To  the  School  Commissioners  and  others  called  to  take  part 
in  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  Education  Act,  as  amended 
in  the  last  Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament, 

Gentlemen, 

The  Education  Act  of  the  9  Vict.,  cap.  27  having  been 
amended  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  promulgate  it,  and  to  engage 
my  fellow  citizens,  all  the  Friends  of  Popular  Instruction,  and 
especially  all  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  contribute  thereto  as 
Functionaries,  to  spare  no  pains  in  doing  it  in  a  manner  as 
generally  useful  and  satisfactory  as  possible. 

In  the  meantime,  the  importance  of  the  subject  is  now  so 
fully  recognized  and  so  strongly  felt,  that  I  am  thereby  happily 
relieved  from  enumerating  here  the  pressing  considerations  and 
powerful  motives  which  must  lead  us  all  to  an  assiduous  conr 
currence  in  the  successful  operation  of  these  two  statutes 

It  is  a  maxim  recognized  in  all  ages,  and  consecrated  in  the 
writings  of  all  wise  men,  that  to  provide  for  the  Education  of 
Youth  is  the  first  duty  of  the  individual,  of  the  parent,  and  of  the 
State.  History  and  experience  sanction  this  principle,  show- 
ing that  the  Countries,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  within  them- 
selves are  the  most  powerful,  the  most  prosperous,  and  the 
"happiest ;  whose  social  intercourse  is  the  most  agreable,  and 
who  are  most  respected  and  influential  without,  are  those  in 
which  Instruction  is  most  generally  diffused. 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is 
old  he  will  not  depart  from  it,  said  the  wise  Solomon.  Every  one 
that  repeats  this  ancient  adage  does  so  with  an  entire  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  it ;  every  person  admits  that  in  the  good  Edu- 
cation of  Youth  consists  the  strongest  guarantee  for  individual 
and  public  morality,  prosperity  in  business,  and  social  happi- 
ness. Why  then  should  the  state  of  Popular  Education  be 
still  generally  so  unsatisfactory  in  Canada,  comparatively,  to 
that  in  which  it  is  found  among  our  neighbours  of  the  United 
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States.  Why  should  the  People  of  Canada,  so  superior  to  their 
ancestors  with  regard  to  civilization  and  generous  ideas,  neigh- 
bours to  a  people  so  advanced  in  Arts  and  Sciences,  in  Agri- 
culture, and  Commerce*  and  pvery  branch  of  profitable  indus- 
try, not  be  entirely  rescued  from  the  ignorance  and  pedantry  of 
the  Inferior  Schools?  It  is  but  to  spend  time  in  vain  disi Mis- 
sions to  occupy  one's  self  entirely  therewith,  except  it  be  done 
effectively  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  regeneration  of  the 
people  ;  too  often  we  are  intent  upon  establishing  Schools 
without  taking  the  most  effectual  means  to  establish  onlv  good 
ones — and  to  secure  good  Teachers  who  shall  be  suitably 
remunerated  for  their  important  services. 

It  is  true  that  mankind  have  not  agreed  either  as  to  the 
principles  of  Education  or  the  means  of  procuring  for  Youth 
the  full  benefits  of  them.  Every  people  have  their  own  ideas, 
and  peculiar  laws  in  teaching,  as  a  craft,  whether  they  advocate 
a  private  or  a  public  system,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
every  individual. 

But  as  every  where,  among  civilized  people,  the  Friends  of 
Education,  with  all  their  opposition  of  ideas  and  plans  rela- 
tive thereto,  do  in  fact  reciprocally  abandon  them  to  contribute 
to  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  universal  Education,  we  owe 
it  to  their  example,  generously  to  lay  aside  our  predilections 
— our  individual  opinions,  and,  even  our  cautious  preju- 
dices, to  meet  boldly  the  total  amount  of  sacrifices,  etforts, 
and  influence,  unanimous  concurrence  to  which  is  necessary, 
to  attain  safely  the  end  so  important,  and  so  essential  to 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  Country.  It  becomes 
therefore,  my  duty  to  request,  and  even  earnestly  to  entreat  my 
fellow  citizens  of  whatever  origin — opinion,  or  creed — to  con- 
tribute, by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  carry  into  full  effect 
the  Education  Laws  now  in  force,  in  order  to  attain  an  end 
so  desirable,  the  promotion  of  the  Moral,  and  indeed  of  the 
highest  inteiests  of  all. 

However,  let  us  be  just,  and  admit  that  the  number  of  en- 
lightened men  is  very  considerable  who  would  he  disposed  to 
labour  for  (he  perfection  of  our  Educational  System,  and  who 
would  heartily  give  effect  to  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature 
for  that  end,  whose  patriotic,  voice  sounds  in  every  ear — that 
they  are  beginning  to  be  listened  to,  and  that  the  Government  is 
diligently  occupied  with   the  Instruction   of  the  people  ;  the 
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New  Education  Law — amending  the  Act  of  9  Vict.  Cap.  27, 
and  the  other  passed  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  appropri- 
atino-  the  sum  of  £100,000  in  aid  of  its  objects,  by  means  of  the 
Crown  Lands,  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  amounted  to  £50,000, 
are  so  many  proofs  thereof.  It  has  in  view  the  universal  diffu- 
sion of  Education,  the  improvement  in  the  Art  of  Teaching  of 
every  description  of  Teachers,  and  ensures  it  in  the  next  place 
by  means  of  the  examinations  to  which  they  must  be  subjected 
before  a  Board  of  Examiners. 

Let  us  hope,  therefore,  that  there  is  nothing  now  to  obstruct 
the  realisation  of  these  brilliant  prospects  ;  that  the  Examiners 
and  School  Commissioners  will  labour  to  enforce  regularity  in 
the  use  of  school  books, — uniformity  in  the  practice  of  teach- 
ing, zeal  and  steadiness  in  the  empolyment  of  the  means  of 
instruction,  superintendence  and  discipline  ;  and  that,  on  their 
part,  the  teachers  will  apply  themselves  sedulously  in  acquir- 
ing the  necessary  qualifications,  in  order  to  perform  their  duty 
to  the  state  faithfully  ;  and  that  they  will  not  consider  their 
task  accomplished,  in  having  made  their  pupils  efficient  in 
reading,  writing,  calculating  or  reciting,  but  that  they  should 
thence  aim  constantly  at  an  enlargment  of  all  the  faculties  of 
those  whose  studies  they  direct,  inculcating  them  systemati- 
cally and  gradually,  corresponding  with  their  age  and  degree 
of  advancement.  For,  School  Commissioners,  teachers  and 
parents  will  easily  comprehend  that  the  instruction  of  youth, 
to  be  essentially  moral  and  christian,  truly  substantial  and  prac- 
tical, must  not  be  too  rapidly  imparted,  nor  by  means  of  teach- 
ing too  many  branches  of  instruction  at  once.  For  the  acqui- 
sition of  principles,  method,  care  and  time,  are  necessary — as 
well  as  habits  of  application,  reasoning,  and  reflection,  with 
those  exercises  by  which  a  pupil  learns  at  the  same  time  pro- 
perly to  arrange  his  ideas,  and  to  be  interested  in  them.  Con- 
sequently for  this  end  every  cause  of  embarrassment, —to  raise 
up  difficulties,  to  encourage  doubts,  and  to  create  confusion  of 
thought  must  be  avoided. 

But  to  acquit  himself  well  in  this  difficult  task,  the  teacher 
must  himself  be  instructed,  methodical,  diligent,  and  exempla- 
ry ;  I  would  even  say  sympathetical.  For,  if  a  teacher  be 
incapable  of  suitably  appreciating  the  dignity  of  his  honorable 
mission,  and  the  entire  confidence  placed  in  him,  and  submits 
not  voluntarily  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  obligations,  he 
will  fail  in  his  object,  whatever  may  be  in  other  respects  the 
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foi  a  reason  perfectly  natural  and  simple, — that  lie  cannot  teach 
what  he  does  not  know  ;  and  that  the  ignorant,  idle,  or  immoral 
test  her  will  make  his  pupils  like  himself. 

It  is  often  presumed  that  those  who  teach  others  are  suffi- 
ciently instructed  themselves,  if  they  are  competent  in  that 
which  is  rigorously  necessary  for  conducting  their  class. 
This  would  he  true  if  those  who  taught  others  were  simply 
school  monitors,  acting  under  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  an  active  and  able  teacher  ;  but  they  are  more  than  that. 

The  duties  of  teachers  are  not  reduced  to  those  of  imparting 
to  youth  a  superficial  knowledge  of  certain  things,  the  care  of 
which  to  implant  deeper,  devolves  on  other  persons;  their  of- 
ficers to  render  their  lessons  profitable  to  the  harmonious  de- 
velopement  af  all  the  human  faculties,  physical  as  well  as 
moral.  This  supposes  the  existence  of  an  intellectual  capacity, 
arid  a  solicitude  which  have  never  been  known  to  be  com- 
bined to  a  sufficient  extent  in  a  person  imperfectly   instructed. 

Steadiness  of  character,  firmness  of  principle — and  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  of  his  actions  so  necessary  to  the  Chris- 
tian— the  man  of  business  and  the  statesman,  depend  chiefly 
upon  Education.  His  constancy  in  a  good  course,  in  the 
practice  of  virtue,  his  prudence  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights, 
Ins  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  his  aptness  and 
success  in  active  life,  result  therefrom.  It  is  then  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  direct  the  Education  of  Youth  so  as  to 
render  them  both  morally  and  physically  strong,  reflective,  and 
able,  and  not  to  leave  them  subjected  daily  to  be  the  victims  to 
that  feebleness, — and  flexibility  of  character  ;  to  that  changea- 
bleness,  and  cruel  uncertainty  which  makes  them  the  pitiable 
sport  of  all  events  by  which  from  time  to  time  individuals 
are  overtaken. 

To  avoid  this  state  of  things  as  much  as  possible,  the  mis- 
fortune or  the  disgrace  both  of  individuals  and  communities,  it 
is  of  great  importance  to  give  directions  to  our  Teachers.  Now 
these  they  have  already  had,  and  from  which  they  have  partici- 
pated in  the  interests  felt  for  popular  Education.  For  this  I 
have  sent  forth  my  circulars  on  several  occasions  from  the  pe- 
riod of  my  taking  ofiice,  and  especially  in  those  of  Nos.  9  & 
Jl,  and  to  which  I  refer  with  confidence. 
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Bat,  besides  this,  we  must  still  require  the  active  and 
persevering  concurrence  of  all  friends  of  the  cause,  above  all  of 
the  Clergy — the  Visitors,  and  School  Commissioners.  There 
remains  consequently  to  these  public  characters,  who  are 
interesting  themselves  in  the  progress  of  popular  instruction  in 
Lower-Canada,  a  great  duty  to  perform,  but  of  which,  unat- 
tended by  its  constant  and  faithful  performance,  they  will  not 
comprehend  the  importance,  tendency  and  obligation. 

In  order  to  realise  the  greatest  degree  of  success  to  so  noble 
a  cause,  they  will  therefore  labor  with  redoubled  zeal  and  de- 
votion. 

In  addition,  this  would  be  the  means  of  sparing  the  inhabi- 
tants the  imposition  ot  more  stringent  legislation,  and  an 
additional  contribution  to  meet  the  expenditure  to  which  an 
education  law  would  lead,  the  duties  of  which  would  have  to 
be  confided  entirely  to  stipendiaries. 

The  amendment  of  the  Act  of  Education  of  the  9th  Vic.$ 
cap.  27,  was  made  so  as  not  to  depart  from  principles  or  to 
require  from  the  Contributors,  School  Commissioners  and 
Teachers,  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  and  in  the  performance 
of  their  respective  duties,  any  thing  to  oblige  them  to  deviate 
from  the  course  which  they  have  followed  for  three  years, 
when,  faithful  to  the  spirit  of  the  law,  they  had  freely  done 
all  that  was  in  their  power  to  accomplish  its  object. 

The  amended  law  of  the  9th  Vic,  cap.  27,  is  generally 
rendered  more,  clear  and  strong  withojut  making  it  more 
arbitrary  or  stringent.  On  the  contrary,  in  giving  more  cer- 
tainty to  the  working  of  that  Act,  and  a  stronger  guarantee 
of  a  general  good  result,  the  amended  law  is  impressed  with  a 
character  of  liberality  and  benevolence  which  previously  it  had 
not.  For  example,  it  renders  the  members  of  the  clergy  eligible 
to  be  commissioners  without  requiring  of  them  a  property  qualifi- 
cation as  in  the  fifty-first  section  of  the  9  Vict,  and  in  rendering 
their  duties  everywhere  necessary,  it  gives  to  contributors  power, 
during  the  first  month  of  the  School  year,  to  provide  the  sum 
required  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  to  the  School  Com- 
missioners the  right  to  raise  in  the  same  manner,  by  the 
District  that  portion  of  the  sum  required  by  law,  when  the 
inhabitants,  being  well  disposed,  shall  have  preferred  to  do  the 
same  by  voluntary  contribution. 
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And  again,  the  School  Commissioners  may  raise  contribu- 
tions from  the  inhabitants  for  the  erection  of  School  Houses, 
whether  by  Municipalities  or  Districts,  according  to  the 
necessity  and  circumstances,  and  when  the  qMflbon  shall 
arise  to  fix  the  limits  of  the  Districts  and  the  site  of  a  School 
House,  the  contributors,  who  may  be  aggrieved  by  these  pro- 
ci  t'.dings,  will  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  decision  of  three 
Visitors  (not  Commissioners)  and  the  Superintendent  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Over  and  above  their  School  assessment,  the  inhabitants  will 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  the  monthly  rate  tor  their  children  resident, 
but  for  those  from  seven  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  at  the 
same  time,  they  will  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  school 
all  their  children  from  five  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  which  is 
a  great  advantage. 

Furthermore,  they  have  nothing  more  to  pay  for  Schools  in 
any  case,  in  virtue  of  the  amended  Act  of  the  9  Vic,  which 
before  they  had.  The  School  Commissioners  will  have 
even  the  right  to  obtain  for  poor  Municipalities  the  portion 
allotted  them  respectively  of  the  Legislative  Grant,  when,  on 
that  account,  they  shall  not  have  been  able  to  raise  asum  equal 
to  such  portion.  But  in  other  circumstances,  to  obtain  their 
allotted  portion  of  the  Grant  to  the  Municipality  for  the  support 
of  Schools  under  their  control,  the  School  Commissioners 
must,  as  heretofore,  conform  strictly  to  the  conditions  of  the  27th 
section  of  the  Act  of  the  9  Vic,  cap.  27,  and,  in  order  to 
obtain  aid  for  the  erection  of  School  Houses,  they  will  as 
usual  comply  also  in  the  same  manner  with  the  conditions  stated 
in  my  circular  No.  9,  hereto  annexed.  The  conditions  and 
formalities  are  in  all  respects  the  same. 

Again,  as  the  Government  payments  are  made  in  deben- 
tures, and  the  Superintendent  is  thereby  obliged  to  transmit 
direct  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  each  Municipality  the 
amount  of  its  allotment  for  Schools,  it  is  necessary  that  he 
should  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it  immediately,  by  trans- 
mitting to  the  Education  Office  a  receipt  in  duplicate  for  each 
sum  according  to  the  form  given  for  that  purpose  ;  otherwise 
the  succeeding  Grant  will  he  withheld  until  the  receipts  lor 
the  previous  remittance  shall  have  been  transmitted  ;  and  the 
Superintendent  will  for  the  future  insist  on  their  having  an 
Agent  at  the  Seat  of  Government  to  represent  them. 
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By  the  terms  of  the  Statutes,  the  School  Commissioners  arcr 
bound  to  transmit  to  this  Office  the  School  Reports  every  six 
months ;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  first  of  July  and  on  the  first  of 
January  ;  but  they  do  so  in  every  month  throughout  the  year, 
which  is  a  cause  of  great  embarrassment,  and  of  a  considerable 
increase  of  labour  in  this  Office,  as  well  as  in  those  Offices  whose 
concurrence  is  necessary  to  obtain  a  warrant  from  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor-General  in  Council  for  the  payment  of 
the  Government  Grant ;  as  for  instance,  the  Office  of  the 
Provincial  Secretary,  that  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  In- 
spector-General, and  Receiver-General.  It  is  impossible 
that  five  Government  Offices,  including  the  Education 
Office,  should  be  much  longer  liable  to  be  troubled  every 
moment,  and  even  overcharged  with  labour  for  one  and  the 
same  object.  Besides,  the  true  interests  of  Education  demand 
more  regularity  and  accuracy  in  the  transmission  of  School 
Reports  and  accounts,  in  order  that  the  Teachers  might  be 
punctually  paid.  I  anticipate,  then,  that  being  bound  to 
make  only  two  annual  payments  for  the  support  of  Schools, 
I  shall,  however,  have  to  make  four,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Governor,  but  not  more  ;  that  is  to  say,  when  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
permit  me,  towards  the  end  of  July  and  September  res- 
pectively for  the  first,  and  the  end  of  January  and  March  for 
the  second  six  months. 

I  shall  not  in  any  case  make  a  Grant  for  Schools  without 
being  furnished  with  reports  in  due  form  and  complete,  and 
satisfactory  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure,  and  also  re- 
ceipts in  duplicate  of  the  last  remittance  separate;  and  it 
must  be  understood,  that  upon  these  the  Grant  shall  be  trans- 
mitted neither  sooner  or  later,  than  on  the  receipt  of  the  order 
of  His  Excellency  to  this  effect,  and  without  it  being  neces- 
sary to  write  to  this  Office  on  the  subject. 

Time,  and  especially  care,  are  required  to  examine  and  clas- 
sify all  these  documents,  as  well  as  those  which  are  forwarded 
in  support  of  an  application  for  aid  in  the  erection  of  School- 
Houses,  and  whether  in  this  Office  or  out  of  it,  the  interests 
of  Education  require  that  this  examination  should  not  be  in- 
terrupted at  any  moment  by  a  correspondence  with  the  Super- 
intendent, useless  to  the  attainment  of  the  object  which  those 
have  in  view  who  have  recourse  to  it. 
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When  these  documents  shall  be  found  defective,  as  in  nil 
cases  the  parties  interested  will  he  written  to  immediately, 
but  when  correct  and  satisfactory,  for  any  answer  after  they 
shall  have  transmitted  them,  they  will  have  to  wait  for  the 
remittance  ;  nothing  more  is  requisite,  as  otherwise  the  business 
would  never  come  to  an  end,  seeing  that  there  are  more  than 
three  hundred  and  forty  School  Corporations. 

However,  in  requesting  the  School  Commissioners  an  J 
Secretary-Treasurers  to  take  these  remarks  in  good  part,  I 
cannot  recommend  them  too  strongly  to  take  the  greatest  care 
in  having  all  their  documents  in  good  order,  and  always  in 
accordance  with  the  forms  given  in  accompaniment  with  the 
Circular  No.  9. 

The  local  authorities  cannot  take  loo  much  pains  in  regard 
to  the  regular  delivery  of  the  School  contributions,  and  in  the 
case  where  it  becomes  necessary  to  sue  negligent  contributors, 
or  those  who  are  indisposed  to  pay  their  contributions,  it  will 
generally  be  found  better,  for  many  reasons  which  it  would  be 
unnecessary  now  to  mention,  to  bring  the  cases  before  the 
Circuit  Court;  and  if  through  any  informality,  the  assessment 
roll  should  be  declared  annulled,  the  School  Commissioners 
should  proceed  immediately  to  replace  it,  as  by  the  amended 
Act  they  have  power  to  do. 

In  virtue  of  the  29th  section  of  the  Act  amending  the  9  Vic. 
cap.  27,  the  Teachers,  subject  otherwise  to  the  effect  of  the  50th. 
section  of  the  latter,  with  the  exceptions  therein  mentioned, 
shall  be  held  liable  to  the  Examinations  required  by  law,  and 
be  furnished  each  with  a  certificate  of  qualification  for  the  first 
of  July,  1852.  The  interests  of  education,  and  the  true 
interest  of  the  Teachers  require  them  to  prepare  as  quickly  as 
possible  to  submit  to  this  Examination  in  a  manner  honorable 
to  themselves,  and  encouraging  to  the  friends  of  education, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  period  when  it  shall  have  become 
imperative  to  do  so.  With  a  view  of  facilitating  their  prepa- 
ratory studies,  and  their  subsequent  Examination,  I  shall 
conclude  this  Circular  with  a  series  of  questions  which  they 
will  have  to  prepare  themselves  to  answer  in  a  manner  to 
satisfy  the  Examiners  on  the  various  branches  of  instruction,  of 
which,  a  reasonable  and  practical  knowledge  is  required  by  the 
50th  section  of  the  i)  Vic,  cap.  27.  These  questions  are 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Catholic  Examiners  for  the  District 
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of  Montreal,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  be  equally  approved 
by  the  members  of  the  other  Boards  of  Examiners,  whom  I 
cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  encourage  the  Teachers  to 
take  an  interest,  as  well  as  to  be  zealous  for  uniformity  in 
teaching  as  much  as  possible. 

But  before  concluding,  it  remains  that  I  should  offer  some 
essential  advice  to  the  Teachers,  and  I  do  this  with  the  most 
friendly  solicitude  for  their  interest  personally,  as  well  as  for 
that  of  the  cause  of  Education  ;  and  that  is,  to  avoid  carefully 
every  kind  of  irritating  and  vexatious  controversy — not  med- 
dling with  public  affairs,  and  litigious  questions,  much  less  in 
those  of  families,  and  to  be  altogether  strangers  to  political  par- 
ties, which  oppose  and  agitate  each  other  reciprocally  ;  for  all 
this  is  detrimental  to  the  success  of  the  cause  of  Education. 

The  father  of  a  family  who  belonged  to  a  party  opposed  to 
that  to  which  the  Teacher  might  connect  himself,  might  not 
send  his  children  to  such  Teacher's  School,  or  he  might  send 
them  imbued  with  all  that  they  shall  have  heard  to  his  disad- 
vantage and  injury,  and  thus  prejudiced,  they  will  consequently 
make  little  or  no  progres  at  his  School.  Here,  they  are  lost, 
their  time  is  wasted — their  studious  habits  renounced,  and  it 
is  well  if  they  do  ri.it  become  with  their  fellow  students  the 
cause  of  disorder  and  public  scandal.  The  mission  of  the 
Teacher  is  to  train  up  subjects  for  the  country,  and  not  partisans 
for  his  friends. 

N.  B. — Among  the  several  forms  which  I  have  added  to 
those  which  accompanied  my  Circular  No.  9,  will  be  found 
one  for  an  engagement  in  ivriting,  which  the  Teachers  will 
be  requested  to  make  with  the  School  Commissioners  under 
the  control  of  whom  they  will  respectively  hold  their 
Schools.  I  should  recommend  both  parties  to  follow  it  exactly 
and  to  specify  therein  the  numher  of  months  for  which 
the  Teachers  have  engaged  to  keep  Schools,  with  the  other 
conditions  mentioned  in  the  engagement,  in  order  to  avoid  in 
future  the  many  difficulties  resulting  in  a  want  of  formality, 
exactness  in  or  a  sufficient  explanation,  which  for  the  past  has 
often  characterized  engagements  between  the  School  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Teachers. 

The  eight  months  of  School  required  by  law,  are  one  of  the 
least  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  School  Commissioners,  in 
complying  with  others,   according  to  the  27th  section,  can  on 
c 
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their  part  offer  to  obtain  the  Legislative  allotment  for  Schools. 
This  condition,  therefore,  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  School 
Commissioners,  and  the  law,  in  requiring  that  of  them,  as  the 
least,  does  not  forbid  more  which  it  leaves  to  their  discretion, 
but  of  which,  in  the  interest  of  Education,  they  ought  always 
to  endeavour  to  derive  the  most.  In  fact,  if  the  School  Com- 
missioners should  content  themselves  with  requiring  only  the 
minimum  of  the  period  of  instruction  fixed  by  law,  the  schools 
would  be  closed  for  a  third  of  the  year,  in  which  case  the 
children  would  necessarily  forget  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
knowledge  which  with  much  pains  they  had  acquired  during 
the  eight  months  only  of  School.  The  School  Commissioners 
should  therefore  require  in  all  cases  more  than  eight  months  ; 
the  School  year  might  indeed  as  well  be  eleven  months  as 
eight. 

It  remains  for  me  to  request  the  Teachers  to  observe, 

1st.  As  in  the  like  case  is  practised  with  regard  to  engage- 
ments,the  eight  calendar  months  mentioned  in  the  twenty-seventh 
section  of  the  Act  of  the  9th  Vic,  cap.  27,  must  each  be  of 
twenty-six  school-days;  2dly.  Every  question  in  dispute  relative 
to  the  payment  of  the  amount  specified  in  the  engagement 
between  the  School  Commissioners  and  the  Teacher,  as  the 
price  of  his  services  during  the  period  of  instruction  therein 
mentioned,  the  proper  course  is  to  resort  to  the  common  law. 
3dly.That  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  in  virtue  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  thirty-third  section  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  has  no 
power  to  interfere  in  the  disputes  which  may  arise  between  the 
School  Commissioners  and  the  Teachers,  but  according  to  the 
true  meaning  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  twenty-first  section  of 
the  same  Act,  that  is  to  say,  only  in  the  case  where  the  dismissal 
of  a  Teacher  had  not  for  its  foundation,  at  least  one  of  the 
four  reasons  therein  mentioned  ;  4th Iy.  that  any  Teacher  whom 
the  School  Commissioners  do  not  judge  proper  to  continue  in 
their  employ  as  such  when  the  time  has  expired  for  which 
he  had  been  engaged,  has  not,  in  the  sense  of  the  law,  reason  to 
consider  himself  as  dismissed  ;  but  in  this  case,  the  School 
Commissioners  should  give  the  Teachers  at  least  three  months' 
notice,  especially  if  the  Teacher  be  the  father  of  a  family,  to 
allow  him  time  to  provide  for  himself  elsewhere. 

The  School  Commissioners,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests 
of  education,  cannot  pay   too  much  attention  in  treating  the 
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Teachers  always  in  these  respects  with  that  regard  to  justice, 
and  with  that  consideration  and  good  will,  which  invariably 
characterize  good  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  humble  and  obedient  Servt., 

(Signed,)  J.  B.  MEILLEUR,  S.  E. 


SERIES  OF  QUESTIONS, 

Which  the  School  Teachers  ought  to  prepare  themselves 
to  answer,  in  order  to  obtain  Diplomas,  from  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  to  qualify  them  to  teach  in  Elementary 
or  Model- Schools. 

PART    1ST. 

Questions  on  the  Knowledge  which  Teachers  of  Common 
Schools  will  have  to  shew  that  they  have  acquired. 

N.  B. — According  to  the  10th  article  of  the  50th  section 
of  this  Act,  Teachers  of  Common  Schools  must  possess  suffi- 
cient knowledge  to  enable  them  to  teach  with  success — Read 
ing,  the  Rudiments  of  Grammar,  and  Arithmetic  as  far  as  the 
Rule  of  Three  inclusive. 

Teachers  who  do  not  write  a  good  hand  will  do  well  to 
take  lessons  in  writing. 

I. — Questions  relative  to  Reading  and  Writing  will  be  put 
to  the  Teachers  which  they  must  prepare  themselves  to  answer 
satisfactorily ;  as  also,  to  read  and  to  write  at  the  request 
of  the  Examiners,  in  proof  of  their  ability  in  those  branches 
of  Education. 

II.  ON  GRAMMAR. 

1.  What  is  English  Grammar? — 2.  Into  how  many  parts 
is  it  divided  ? — 3.  What  does  Orthography  teach  ? — 4.  What 
is  a  letter,  fyc.  ? — 5.  Of  what  does  Etymology  treat  ? — 6. 
How  many  parts  of  speech  are  there  ? 

Article. 

1.  What  is  an  article  ? — 2.  How  many  articles  are  there  ? 
~-3.  Where  is  a  used  ? — 4.  Where  is  an  used  ? 

6* 
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Noun — Number. 

1.  What  is  a  noun? — 2.  How  arc  nouns  varied? — 3. 
What  is  number? — 4.  How  many  numbers  have  nouns  ?  — 
5.  How  is  the  plural  generally  formed  ? — 6.  Mow  do  nouns 
ending  in  s,  sh,  c/i,  #,  or  o,  form  the  plural  ? — 7.  How  do 
nouns  in  y  form  the  plural? — 7.  How  do  nouns  in  f  or  fe 
form  the  plural  ? — 8.  What  is  the  plural  of  man,  &c.  ? 

Gender. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  gender? — 2.  How  many  genders 
are  there? — 3.  What  does  the  masculine  denote  ? — 4.  What 
does  the  feminine  denote  ? — 5.  What  does  the  neuter  denote  ? 
— 6.  What  is  the  feminine  of  bachelor,  &c.  ? 

Case. 

1.  What  is  case? — 2.  How  many  cases  have  nouns? — 
3.  Which  two  are  alike  ? — 4.  How  "is  the  possessive  singular 
formed  ? — 5.  How  is  the  possessive  plural  formed  ? — 6. 
Decline  the  word  lady. 

Adjective. 

h  What  is  an  adjective  ? — 2.  How  many  degrees  of 
comparison  have  adjectives  ? — 3.  How  is  the  comparative 
formed  ? — 4.  How  is  the  superlative  formed  ? — 5.  How  are 
disyllables  in  y  compared  ? — 6.   Compare  the  adjective  good. 

Pronouns. 

1.  What  is  a  pronoun  ? — 2.  Which  is  the  pronoun  in  the 
sentence,  He  is  a  good  boy? — 3.  How  many  kinds  of  pro- 
nouns are  there? — 4.  Decline  the  personal  pronoun/. — 5. 
Decline  thou — backwards,  &c. 

Relative  Pronouns. 

1.  What  is  a  relative  pronoun  ? — 2.  Which  is  the  relative 
in  the  example  ? — 3.  Which  is  the  antecedent  ? — 4.  Repeat 
the  relative  pronouns. — 5.  Decline  who. — 6.  How  is  who 
applied? — 7.  To  what  is  which  applied? — 8.  How  is  that 
used  ? — 9.  What  sort  of  a  relative  is  what  ? 

Adjective  Pronouns. 

1.  How  many  sorts  of  adjective  pronouns  are  there? — 2. 
Repeat  the  possessive  pronouns. — 3.   Repeat  the  distributive 
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pronouns. — 4.    Repeat   the  demonstrative. — 5.     Repeat    the 
indefinite. 

On  the  Observations. 

1.  Before  which  of  the  vowels  is  a  used  ? — 2.  What  is  a 
called  ? — 3.  What  is  the  called  ? — 4.  In  what  sense  is  a  noun 
taken,  without  an  article  to  limit  it  ? — 5.  Is  a  used  before 
nouns  in  both  numbers  ? — 6.   How  is  the  used? 

Nouns. 

1.  How  do  nouns  ending  in  ch,  sounding  k,  form  the  plural  ? 
— 2.  How  do  nouns  in  io,  &c.  form  the  plural  ? — 3.  How  do 
nouns  ending  in  ff  form  the  plural  ? — 4.  Repeat  those  nouns 
that  do  not  change  f  or  fe  into  ves  in  the  plural. — 5.  What 
do  you  mean  by  proper  nouns? — 6.  What  are  common  nouns? 
— 7.  What  are  collective  nouns  ? — 8.  What  do  you  call 
abstract  nouns  ? 

Observations  continued. 

1.  What  do  you  call  verbal  nouns? — 2.  What  nouns  are 
generally  singular  ? — 3.  Repeat  some  of  those  nouns  that  are 
used  only  in  the  plural. — 4.  Repeat  some  of  those  nouns  that 
are  alike  in  both  numbers. — 5.  What  is  the  singular  of  sheep  ? 
— 6.  What  gender  is  parent,  &c.  ? 

Adjectives. 

1.  What  does  the  positive  express,  &c.  ? — 2.  How  are 
adjectives  of  one  syllable  generally  compared  ? — 3.  How  are 
adjectives  of  more  than  one  syllable  compared  ? — 4.  How  are 
dissyllables  ending  with  e  final,  often  compared  ? — 5.  Is  y 
always  changed  into  i,  before  er  and  est  ? — 6.  How  are  some 
adjectives  compared  ? — 7.  Do  all  adjectives  admit  of  compar- 
ison ? — 8.  How  are  much  and  many  applied  ? — 9.  When  is 
the  final  consonant  doubled  before  adding  er  and  est. 

Relative  Pronouns. 

1.  When  are  who,  which  and  what  called  interrogatives  ? 
— 2.   Of  what  number  and  person  is  the  relative  ? 

Adjective   Pronouns. 

1.  When  are  his  and  her  possessive  pronouns? — 2.  What 
may  former  and  latter  be  called  ? — 3.  When  is  that  a  relative 


pronoun? — 4.  When  is  that  a  demonstrative? — 5.  When  is 
that  a  conjunction  ? — 6.  How  many  cases  have  himself, 
herself \  &c.  ? 

Verb. 

1.  What  is  a  Verb? — 2.  How  many  kinds  of  verbs  are 
there  ? — 3.  What  does  a  verb  active  express  ? — 4.  What  does 
a  verb  passive  express  ? — 5.  What  does  a  verb  neuter  express  ? 
— 6.  Repeat  the  auxiliary  verbs. — 7.  How  is  a  verb  declined  ? 
— 8.  How  many  moods  have  veibs  ? 

Adverb. 

1.  What  is  an  adverb  ? — 2.  Name  the  adverbs  in  the 
example. — 3.  What  part  of  speech  is  the  generality  of  those 
words  that  end  in  ly  ? — 4.  What  part  of  speech  are  the 
compounds  of  where,  there,  &c.  ? — 5.  Are  adverbs  ever 
compared  ? — 6.  When  are  more,  and  most,  adjectives,  and 
when  are  they  adverbs  ? 

Preposition. 

1.  What  is  a  preposition? — 2.  How  many  begin  with  a  ? 
— 3.  Repeat  them. — 4.  How  many  begin  with  b  ? — 5.  Repeat 
them,  &c. — 6.  What  case  does  a  preposition  require  after  it? 
— 7.  When  is  before,  a  preposition,  and  when  is  it  an  adverb  ? 

Conjunction. 

1.  What  is  a  conjunction  ? — 2.  How  many  kinds  of  con- 
junctions are  there  ? — 3.  Repeat  the  copulative. — 5.  Repeat 
the  disjunctive. 

Interjection. 

1.  What  is  an  interjection  ? 


Note. — As  these  are  only  the  leading  questions  on  the  different  parts 
of  speech,  many  more  may  be  asked  "  viva  voce."  Their  distances 
from  the  answers  will  oblige  the  pupil  to  attend  to  the  connection 
between  every  question  and  its  respective  answer.  The  observations 
that  have  no  corresponding  qiusiion  are  to  be  read,  but  not  committed 
to  memory. 
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III.   Questions  on  Geography. 

1.  What  is  Geography  ?— 2.  What  is  the  Earth  ?— 3. 
What  is  its  form? — 4.   How  many  kinds  of  motion  has  it? — 

5.  What  is  meant  by  the  Earth's  Axis? — 6.  By  the  Poles? 
—  7.  The  Equator,  —  the  Meridian,  —  the  Tropics, — the 
Polar  Circles? — 8.  How  many  Zones  are  there? — 9.  What 
do  you  understand  by  Latitude  and  Longitude? — 10.  What  is 
a  Continent, — a  Cape, — a  Volcano, — an  Island, — a  Penin- 
sula,— an  Isthmus, — a  Sand-bank, — a  Rock, — a  Defile, — a  De- 
sert ? — 11.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  Ocean, — the  Sea, 
— a  Lake, — a  River, — a  Strait, — a  Gulf, — a  Bay, — a  Road  ? 
— Into  how  many  principal  parts  is  the  Earth  divided  ? 

Of  America. 

1.  What  is  America? — 2.  In  what  year  was  it  discovered  ? 
— 3.  How  is  it  divided  ? — 4.  What  parts  does  North  America 
include  ? — 5.  What  are  the  British  Possessions  in  America  ? — 

6.  How  is  Canada  bounded  ? — 7.  By  whom  was  it  discover- 
ed ?— 8.  What  are  the  Chief  Cities  r— 9.  What  have  you  to 
remark  respecting  Montreal  ? — 10.  In  what  Countries  are 
there  the  largest  Lakes,  and  which  are  the  principal  Lakes  of 
Canada? — 11.  The  principal  Rivers? — 12.  How  is  New-Bruns- 
wick bounded,  and  what  is  its  Capital  ? — 13.  What  parts  com- 
prise New  Britain? — 14.  What  are  the  boundaries  of  the 
Russian  Possessions  in  America? — 15.  Of  the  United  States? 
— 16.  Which  are  the  principal  Rivers? — 17.  Which  are  the 
boundaries  of  Mexico? — 18.  Where  is  the  Capital  situated  ? 
— 19.  How  is  Guatimala  bounded,  and  what  is  the  Capital? 
— 20.  What  are  the  principal  Islands  of  North  America? — 
21.  Into  how  many  parts  is  Central  America  divided? — 22. 
What  are  the  principal  Cities? 

Of  Europe. 

1.  What  are  the  boundaries  of  Europe? — 2.  Into  how 
many  parts  is  it  divided  ?—  3.  How  many  Islands  are  included 
in  the  British  Isles? — 4.  What  portions  constitute  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ? — 5.  What  is  the  capital  of 
England  ? — 6.  What  are  the  principal  Cities? — 7.  What  are 
the  Capitals  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  ? — 8.  How  is  Denmark 
bounded?— 9.  What  is  the  Capital? — 10.  What  are  the 
boundaries  of  Norway, — Sweden  ? — 11.  What  are  their  Capi- 
tals ? — 12.  What  Country  do  we  find  situated  at  the  extremi- 


tics  of  Norway,  Sweden  and  Russia? — 13.  How  is  Russia 
bounded  ?— 14.  What  is  the  Capital  of"  it?— 15.  What  have 
you  to  remark  in  relation  to  the  ancient  Kingdom  of  Poland  ? 
*— 16.  What  is  the  Capital  of  it?— 17.  What  are  the  bounda- 
ries of  Holland  and  Belgium  ? — 18.  What  are  their  Capitals? 
— 19.  How  is  France  bounded  ? — 20.  How  many  Depart- 
ments does  it  contain? — 21.  What  is  the  Capital  of  it  ? — 22. 
What  are  the  principal  Cities? — 23.  What  are  the  boundaries 
respectively  of  Germany  ? — 24.  Of  Prussia, — Austria, — Spain, 
— Portugal  i — 25.  And  their  Capitals  ? — 2G.  What  are  the 
boundaries  of  Italy  ?  —  27.  What  Kingdoms  are  included 
therein  ? — 28.  What  are  the  chief  cities? — 29.  What  are  the 
boundaries  of  Russia? — 30.  The  Capital? — 31.  The  bound- 
aries of  Greece? — 32.  And  the  chief  cities? — 33.  What  are 
the  principal  Islands  of  Europe,  —  Volcanos, — Straits, —  Ri- 
vers ? 

Of   Asia. 

1.  How  is  Asia  bounded  ? — 2.  How  many  parts  does  it 
comprise? — 3.  What  are  the  principal  cities? — 4.  Islands? — 
5.  Peninsulas? — 6.  Mountains? — 7.  Rivers? 

Of  Africa. 

1.  By  what  people  is  Afriea  inhabited  ? — 2.  How  is  it 
bounded  ? — 3.  Into  how  many  countries  is  it  divided  ? — 4. 
What  are  the  chief  cities  ? — 5.   Mountains? — 6.   Islands? 

Of  Oceana. 

1.  What  do  we  understand  by  Oceana? — 2.  How  many 
principal  portions  does  it  comprehend  ? 

IV.   Questions  on  Arithmetic. 

1.  What  is  Arithmetic? — 2.  What  is  numeration? — 
3.   How  is  any  number  whatever  easily  expressed  in  figures. 

N.  B. — The  Examiners  shall  direct  such  numbers  to  be 
written  down  in  figures  as  they  think  proper. 

Of  the  four  chief  operations  of  Arithmetic. 

N.  B  — A  definition  of  each  of  the  four  operations,  both 
simple  and  compound,  shall  he  required,  the  manner  of  the 
several  operations  must  be  shown,  and  the  rules  applied  for  the 
solution  of  each. 
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Fractions. 

1.  What  is  a  fraction  ? — 2.  Can  the  two  terms  of  a  fraction 
be  multiplied  or  divided  without  altering  the  value  of  them  ? — 
3.  How  are  they  multiplied  ? — 4.  And  how  divided  without 
changing  the  value  of  the  terms  ? — 5.  Can  the  form  of  a  frac- 
tion be  always  given  to  an  integer  ? — 6.  How  do  you  reduce 
an  integer  into  a  fraction  of  a  given  denominator? — 7.  How 
are  several  fractions  reduced  to  the  same  denominator  ? — 8. 
How  would  you  reduce  a  fraction  to  its  simplest  form  ? — 
9.  What  is  the  greatest  common  divisor  called  ? — 10.  How 
are  fractions  added  together? — 11.  How  subtracted  ?  — 12. 
How  multiplied  ? — 13.  How  is  an  integer  multiplied  by  a 
fraction,  or  a  fraction  by  an  integer  ? — 14.  How  are  an  integer 
and  a  fraction,  multiplied  by  an  integer  and  a  fraction  ? — 15. 
How  are  fractions  divided  ? — 16.  How  do  you  divide  an  in- 
teger by  a  fraction  ? — 17.  And  an  integer  and  a  fraction,  by  an 
integer  and  a  fraction  ? 

The  Rule  of  Three. 

1.  What  is  the  Rule  of  Three  ? — 2.  How  many  kinds  of 
Rule  of  Three  are  there  ? — 3.  How  do  you  resolve  the  simple 
Rule  of  Three  ? — 4.  What  must  be  regarded  in  properly  plac- 
ing the  terms  ? — 5.  How  is  the  Rule  of  Three  composed  ? — 
6.  How  do  you  operate  in  these  kinds  of  rules? 

SECOND  PART. 

Questions  on  the  knowledge  which    Teachers  of  Model- 
Schools  must  shew  that  they  have  acquired. 

N.  B. — According  to  the  10th  Article  of  the  50th  Section 
of  the  Education  Act,  the  Teachers  of  Model-Schools  must 
first  give  proof  of  possessing  the  necessary  knowledge  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Common  Schools  ;  and  in  addition  render  them- 
selves competent  to  teach  grammar,  analysis  of  the  parts  of 
speech,  the  use  of  the  globes,  linear  drawing,  the  principles 
of  Book-keeping, — geography,  the  elements  of  mensuration,  and 
composition. 

ON  GRAMMAR. 

I.  N.  B  — The  Teachers  of  Model  Schools  must  be  well  pre- 
pared to  answer  the  questions  on  Grammar  as  laid  down  in 
the  first  part  of  the  series,  and  those  on  Syntax  and  Analysis 
which  may  be  put  to  them  by  the  Examiners. 
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Construction. 

What  do  you  understand  by  construction  ? — 2.  How  are  the 
different  kinds  of  construction  distinguished. 

Arithmetic. 

IF.  N.  13. — The  Teachers  of  the  Model-Schools  must  be 
acquainted  with  all  the  branches  of  Arithmetic — consequently 
they  must  know  how  to  define  the  different  operations,  and  the 
rules  of  each,  and  apply  them  to  the  solution  of  questions. 

III.  Questions  relative  to  Geography. 

N.  B. — As  in  the  Model-Schools  the  Teachers  must  teach 
geography  both  theoretically  and  practically,  and  that  geogra- 
phy, for  such,  ought  to  include  at  least  the  principal  elements 
of  the  sphere,  they  should  include  it  in  their  leaching  as 
making  a  part,  or  rather  the  preamble  of  geography.  Also, 
the  use  of  the  globes,  the  teaching  of  which  the  Act  imposes, 
requires  the  accompaniment  of  the  principles  of  the  sphere. 

1.  What  are  the  boundaries  of  America? — 2.  What  are  the 
principal  straits  ?  —  Gulfs  ?  —  Bays  ?  —  Islands  ?  —  Penin- 
sulas ? — Volcans  ? — Lakes  ? — Rivers  ? — 3.  Name  the  prin- 
cipal chains  of  mountains  ? — 4.  How  is  North  America  di- 
vided ? — 5.  Which  are  the  British  Possessions  in  North  Ame- 
rica ? — 6.  How  is  Canada  bounded  ? — 7.  How  is  United  Ca- 
nada divided  ? — 8.  What  are  the  principal  mountains  of  the 
Province  ? — Rivers  ? — 9.  What  is  included  in  New-Britain  ? — 
10.  How  is  Russian  America  bounded  ? — 11.  Where  is 
Greenland  situated  ? — 12.  How  are  the  United  States  bound- 
ed ? — 13.  How  divided  ? — 14.  What  are  the  principal  cities  ? 
— Rivers  ? — Mountains  ? — 15.  How  is  Texas  bounded  ? — 16. 
What  are  the  principal  cities  ? — 17.  How  is  Mexico  bounded 
and  divided? — 18.  What  are  the  principal  cities? — 19.  How 
is  Guatemala  bounded  ? — 20.  What  are  the  principal  cities? 
— 21.  Which  are  the  principal  Islands  of  North  America  ? — 
22.  Where  is  the  Island  of  Terra  Nuova  ? — Cape  Breton  ? — 
Prince  Edward  ?— 23.  The  Magdalen  Islands  ?— 24.  The 
Lucayas  ?  —  25.  Name  the  Great  Antilles?  —  The  Little 
Antilles  ? — The  Windward  Islands  ? — 26.  How  is  Central 
America  bounded  and  divided  ? — 27.  How  is  Columbia  bound- 
ed, and  what  are  the  principal  cities  ? — 28.  How  is  Guiana 
divided  ?— 29.  What  are    the  principal  cities  ?— 30.  How  is 
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Brazil  bounded,  and  what  are  the  chief  cities  ? — 31.  Peru,  and 
the  chief  cities  ? — 32.  Name  the  chief  cities  of  Paraguay,  Bue- 
nos Ayres?— -33.   Of  Chili  ?— 34.   What  is  Patagonia.' 

Europe. 

1.  How  is  Europe  bounded  ? — 2.  How  divided  ? — 3.  What 
are  the  principal  Islands  of  Europe  ? — Peninsulas  ? — 4.  Isth- 
muses ?  —  Mountains  ?  —  Volcanos  ?  —  Gulfs  ? —  Archipela- 
gos ? — Straits  ? — Rivers  ? — Lakes  ? — 5.  How  is  France  bound- 
ed ? — 6.  Mention  the  principal  ports  of  France  ! — 7.  The 
principal  chains  of  Mountains  ! — 8.  Rivers  ! — 9.  What  are 
the  French  Possessions  out  of  Europe  ? — 10.  Mention  the 
Chief  Cities  of  France  ! — 11.  How  is  Ei.gland  bounded  ? — 
12.  How  divided  ? — 13.  Name  the  principal  Cities  ! — 14. 
Name  the  English  Possessions  out  of  Europe  ! — 15.  What 
Islands  are  dependencies  of  England  ? — 16.  How  is  Scotland 
bounded? — 17.  Name  the  Islands  dependencies  of  Scotland  ! 
— 18.  The  principal  Cities  of  Scotland  ! — 19.  Where  is  Ire- 
land ? — 20.  How  are  the  Countries  of  Sweden  and  Norway 
bounded  ? — 21.  Name  the  principal  Cities  of  these  Countries  ! 
— 22.  What  are  the  principal  Islands  which  depend  on  Swe- 
den ? —  23.  How  is  Denmark  bounded? — 24.  What  Count- 
ries are  comprehended  in  Denmark  ? — 25.  Name  the  princi- 
pal Cities  ! — 26.  What  are  the  Possessions  of  Denmark  out 
of  Europe  ? — 27.  How  is  Russia  in  Europe  bounded  ? — 28. 
Names  the  principal  Cities  of  Russia  ! — The  Rivers  ! — 29. 
What  are  the  other  Possessions  in  Russia  ? — 30.  How  is  Po- 
land bounded  ? — 31.  Name  the  principal  Cities! — 32.  How 
is  Prussia  bounded  ? — 33.  Name  the  principal  Cities  ? — 34. 
The  principal  States  which  compose  the  Germanic  Confedera- 
tion ? — 35.  How  is  the  Austrian  Empire  bounded  ? — 36.  How 
are  the  States  which  compose  the  Austrian  Empire  divided  ? 
—37.  Name  the  Chief  Cities  of  Austria  !— 38.  And  of  Han- 
over !— 39.  Those  of  Bavaria  !— 40.  Of  Saxony  !— 41.  Of 
Wurtemburg  ! — 42.  Of  the  Germanic  Confederation  ! — 43. 
And  the  free  Cities  ! — 44.  The  Cities  of  Holland  ! — 45.  What 
are  the  Possessions  of  Holland  out  of  Europe  ? — 46.  Name 
the  Chief  Cities  of  Belgium  ! — 47.  Of  Switzerland  !  48.  How 
is  Spain  divided  ? — 49.  What  are  the  possessions  of  Spain  out 
of  Europe  ? — 50.  Name  the  principal  Cities  of  Portugal  !  — 
51.  What  Possessions  has  Portugal  out  of  Europe  ? — 52.  How 
is  Italy  divided  ?— 53.  Of  What  States  is  the  Kingdom  of  Sar- 
dinia composed  ? — 54.  Where  is  the  Lombardo- Venetian  King- 
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dom  situated  ? — 55.  What  are  the  principal  Cities  ? — 56. 
What  States  compose  the  dominions  of  the  Church  ? — 57. 
What  are  the  principal  Cities? — 58.  What  constitutes  the 
Kingdom  of  the  two  Sicilies  ? — And  what  are  the  principal 
Cities  ? —  59.  Where  is  Sicily  situated  ? — 60.  The  Lipari 
Islands  and  the  Island  of  Malta? — 61.  How  is  Turkey  in 
Europe  bounded  ? — 62.  What  is  the  Archipelago  or  Egean 
Sea? — 63.  How  is  Turkey  in  Europe  divided  ? — 64.  Name 
the  principal  Cities  of  Turkey  in  Europe? — 65.  What  Count- 
try  constitutes  Greece  ? — 66.  Name  the  principal  Cities  ! — 
67.   Where  are  the  Ionian  Islands  situated  ? 

Asia. 

1.  How  is  Asia  bounded  ? — 2.  How  divided  ? — 3.  How  many 
Peninsulas  i.re  there  considered  to  be  in  Asia  ? — 4.  Mention 
the  principal  mountains,  Gulfs,  Straits,  Rivers  and  Lakes 
of  Asia? — 5.  How  is  Turkey  in  Asia  bounded? — 6.  How 
divided  ? — Name  the  princip.il  Cities  ! — 8.  What  are  the  Chief 
Cities  of  Arabia  ? — 9.  Of  Persia  ? — 10.  How  is  Hindostan 
bounded  and  divided? — 11.  Name  the  independent  States, 
and  tributary  states  or  allies  of  the  English  ? — 12.  What  are 
the  possessions  of  the  English,  the  French,  the  Portuguese, 
and  the  Danes  ? — 13.  What  are  the  boundaries  of  China  ? — 14. 
What  countries  compose  the  Chinese  Empire? — 15.  What  is 
Chinese  Tartary  ? — 16.  What  is  that  country  called  which  is 
situated  east  of  Chinese  Tartary  ?— 17.  What  is  Thibet  ?— 18. 
Where  is  Boutan  ? — 19.  Name  the  principal  Cities  of  China  ? 
—20.  The  principal  Islands  ?— 21.  Where  is  Corea  ?—  22. 
Where  is  Siberia? — 23.  What  are  the  principal  Cities  ? — 24. 
What  Possessions  has  Russia  in  Asia? — 25.  Where  is  Japan 
situated  ? — 26.  Of  what  countries  is  it  composed  ? — 27.  What 
are  the  principal  Islands  of  Asia  ? 

Africa. 

1.  How  is  Africa  divided  ? — 2.  Name  the  principal  Moun- 
tains, Lakes,  Gulfs,  Straits,  Rivers.  —  3.  Mention  some 
particulars  relative  to  Algeria, — Tunis, — Tripoli  ! — 4.  How 
is  Egypt  bounded  ? — 5.  Name  the  principal  cities. — 6.  Where 
is  the  Zaara  ? — 7.  Where  is  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ? — 8. 
— The  coast  of  Mozambique? — 9.   Of  Tranquebar. 

Oceana. 

1.  What  do  you  understand  by  Oceana? — How  is  it  divi- 
ded ? — 3.  Name  the  Philippine,  islands,  the  Molucca  and  the 
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Sunda  Islands. —  1.  What  is  New  Holland? — 5.  Name  the 
principal  Islands  of  Polynesia. 

QUESTIONS    ON    THE    PRACTICE  OF  BOOK-KEEPING  BY  DOUBLE 

ENTRY. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  Double  Entry  ? — 2.  How  many  sub- 
sidiary books  are  generally  used  in  business  ? — 3.  What  does 
the  Cash  Book  contain  ? — 4.  What  does  the  Bill  Book  con- 
tain ? — 5.  What  does  the  Invoice  Book  contain  ? — 6.  What 
does  the  Account  Sales  Book  contain  ? — 7.  What  does  the 
Day  Book  contain  ? — 8.  What  is  the  use  of  the  Ledger? — 
9.  What  are  meant  by  the  terms  Debtor  and  Creditor  ? — 10. 
What  are  the  parts  of  Property  ? — 1 1.  What  accounts  consti- 
tute the  whole  property? — 12  What  do  accounts  of  persons 
contain  on  the  Debtor  and  Creditor  sides  ? — 13.  What  do  ac- 
counts of  property  contain  on  the  Debtor  and  Creditor  sides? 
— 14.  What  do  accounts  of  profit  and  loss  contain  on  the 
Debtor  and  Creditor  sides  ? — 15.  How  do  you  find  the  Debtors 
and  Creditors  ? — 16.  How  is  the  Cash  Book  journalized 
monthly  ? — 17.  How  is  the  Bill  Book  journalized  monthly  ? — 
18.  How  is  the  Invoice  Book,  or  Book  of  Purchases  journal- 
ized ? — 19.  How  is  the  Invoice  Book,  or  Book  of  Exports, 
journalized  ? — 20.  When  you  sell  goods  on  commission,  how 
are  they  journalized  ? — 21.  How  are  credit  sales  journalized  ? 
22.  How  are  Insurances  on  exports  and  imports  journalized? 
— 23  When  average  or  total  losses  occur,  how  are  they 
journalized  ? — 24  What  is  meant  by  posting  or  Ledgerizing  ? 
— 25.  What  is  the  general  rule  for  posting? — 26.  When  the 
Entry  is  finished  what  do  you  do  next  ? — 27.  How  should 
errors  be  cancelled  ? — 28  What  is  meant  by  balancing?  — 29. 
What  is  the  design  of  balancing  books  ? — 30.  How  often  do 
merchants  balance  their  books  ? — 31.  What  is  meant  by  the 
balance  of  an  account  ? — 32.  How  are  accounts  of  persons 
balanced  ? — 33.  How  is  the  cash  account  balanced  ? — 34. 
How  is  the  account  of  Bills  Receivable  balanced? — 35.  How 
is  the  account  of  Bills  Payable  balanced  ? — 36.  How  is  an  ac- 
count of  Funded  Property  balanced  ? — 37.  How  is  an  account 
of  merchandize  balanced  ? — 3S.  How  is  the  private  account 
closed  ? — 39.  How  are  the  accounts  of  promiscuous  charges, 
Interest,  and  Commission  closed  ? — 40.  How  are  the  accounts 
of  profit  and  loss  closed  ? — 41.  How  is  a  statement  of  your 
affairs  made  out  ? — 42.   How  are  Bills  Receivable  renewed  ? 
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V.   Mensuration. 

N.  B.  The  Teachers  of  Model- Schools  will  have  to  teach 
as  required  by  law,  mensuration  and  linear  drawing;  they 
will  readily  understand  that  it  is  necessary  that  they  should 
be  able  to  teach  practically,  both  trigonometry  and  geometry, 
the  application  of  whose  principles  are  indispensable  in  men- 
suration and  linear  drawing.  They  must  consequently  be 
prepared  to  answer  such  questions  as  may  be  put  to  them  on 
these  two  primary  branches  of  a  more  extended  instruction. 

Questions  on  Mensuration. 

1.  What  is  a  surface  or  superficies  ? — 2.  What  is  a  parallelo- 
gram?— 3.  A  square  ? — 4.  An  angle  ? — 5.  A  rectangle  ? — 6. 
A  triangle  ? — 7.  A  trapezium  ? — 8.  A  rhomboid? — 9.  A 
circle? — 10.  How  do  you  find  the  superficies  of  different 
figures  ? — II.  How  do  you  find  the  circumference  of  a  circle  ? 
— and  the  circumference  being  given,  how  do  you  find  the 
diameter  ? — 12.  How  is  the  superficies  of  a  sphere  obtained  ? 
— 13.  How  is  the  superficies  obtained  of  pohgons  regular 
and  irregular? — 14.  The  superficies  of  a  cone? — 15.  Of  a 
cylinder? — 16.  What  relations  have  the  superficies  of  similar 
figures  to  each  other? — 17.  What  is  meant  by  a  solid  ? — 18. 
What  is  a  cube? — 19.  A  cylinder? — 20.  A  cone  ? — 21.  A 
pyramid  ? — 22.  A  sphere  ? — 23.  A  prism  ? — 24.  How  do 
you  obtain  the  contents  of  these  various  solids  ? — 25.  The  con- 
tents of  a  truncated  cone  ? — 26.  If  the  two  ends  of  a  prism  are 
not  equal,  how  do  you  find  the  contents  ? — 27.  How  do  you 
find  the  solidity  of  irregular  bodies  ? — 28,  What  is  the  relation 
of  similar  solid  bodies  to  each  other? — Solve  some  problems. 

VI.   Linear  Drawing. 

1-  What  is  linear  drawing? — 2.  What  is  the  scale  of  pro- 
portion, and  what  is  the  use  of  it  ? — 3.  How  are  the  parts  of 
a  building  represented,  and  what  is  this  kind  of  drawing 
called  ? — 1.  What  remains  to  be  done  to  finish  and  complete 
the  prominent  parts  of  buildings,  and  what  is  the  name  of  the 
figure  which  is  the  result? — 5.  How  are  inclining  dimensions 
represented  ? — 6.  What  is  it  to  set  off  a  plan? — 7.  How  is 
the  relation  established  which  exists  between  the  plan  and  the 
figure  represented  ? — 8.  How  do  you  proceed  to  set  off  the 
plan  of  a  village,  a  parish,  &c. 
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VII.  The  Art  of  Letter  Writing. 

N.  B.  The  Teachers  of  Model-Schools  must  be  able  to 
exercise  their  pupils  in  various  kinds  of  literary  composition, 
and  teach  epistolary  writing  on  different  subjects,  to  prepare 
notes  and  bonds,  receipts,  Bills  of  Exchange,  &c. 

General   Principles. 

1.  What  is  epistolary  writing? — 2.  How  many  kinds  of 
letters  are  there  ? — 3.  What  are  philosophical  letters  ? — 4. 
Private  letters? — 5.  How  do  you  classify  private  letters? — 
6.  In  what  class  do  you  place  letters  of  felicitation  or  condo- 
lence ? — 7.  In  what  class  those  of  recommendation,  friendship 
or  thanks  ? — 8.  What  ought  you  to  distinguish  in  writing  a 
letter  ? — 9.  Into  what  portions  is  a  letter  to  be  divided  ? 

Of  the  rules  to  be  followed  in  writing  a  letter. 

1.  What  must  be  observed  in  writing  a  letter? — 2.  Mention 
some  of  the  rules  to  be  followed. 

Different  species  of  Style. 

1.  How  many  sorts  of  styles  are  there  ? — 2.  What  is  the 
sublime  style  ? — 3.  The  simple  style  ? — 4.  The  temperate  ? — 
5.  Are  the  simple  and  the  familiar  the  same  ? — 6.  What  is 
the  best  manner  of  concluding  a  letter  ? — 7.  What  are  the  best 
means  of  learning  to  write  letters  well  ? — 8.  Which  are  the 
best  authors  to  take  as  models  in  the  art  of  letter-writing. 
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